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Code 

against 

terrorism 

THE War a gainst tetTOT'. . 
ISm will tt^> ifae agftnWa of a . ' 
^uee-day, 22-satioa Arab 
LeagiM conference ^mtenr ■ 
lor ministeis opening in Tu- 
nis today, rqiorts JaflsD' 
H^awi firom tbe - T unisian 
capital. Egypt, whose del- 
egation is led by'. Iidenbr 
Minister Hasean El-Alfi, 
has submitted a **0066 of 
conduct** :o the co n fered ce ,' 
calling for . greater into- 
Arab coc^teiadon 'in 'coin- 
bating tenorisoB anl organs . 
ised crime in ^eneraL . 

Tbe Egjptias • docmhent 
proposes Axiab. states 

eatehange infermafion ahont . 

the activities, leadBi^ me^ 
bers,'hideQOB, tfamipg ar- 
eas, financing and we^ 
onry of terrorist 
organisatiotts, along whh . 
tbe “eachaaige of sdentific ' 
and tecimoLogical ex- 
perience** relevant to tbe 
war against tecForism. 

All member-states of .the . 
Arab League would also be 
required not to provide any ' 
ty^ of assistance to lerror- 
ists, whedier in thefbtm of 
financing, training, arming 
or allowing militants to . 
cross national bofdi^ 

Good hands 

SAUDI Crown Prince Ab- . 
dullah took temporary 
chaoge of the gov^nment 
this week to aOow time ibr. 
tile ailing Saudi Monarch 
King to reoqieRte 

finm his illness. Crown 
Prince Abdullah, also in his 
70s. has been effectively 
running tbe government 
since Fahd fell ill in Np- 
vendier. He said cm Mon- 
d^ be will be consulting 
King Fabd on state matters 
whenever die need arises. 

The US State Dq>aitaent 
said h believed Sa^ Ara- 
bia was in good hands. Ob- 
servers disonffited any ipa- 
jor sbHb in Saudi riornestic - 
and foreign . policies 
pointed out tbe difference in 
•ihestilirofigareJ^^ • 
rifc-een tb<f poBnwpoUtan - 
King Fahd and' die tradi- 
tioiuUst Crown Prinoe. ' 

Feud cools 

ETHIOPIAN Foreign Min- 
ister Seyoum' Mesfin an- 
noimced yeste^y** tbat 
Yemen and Eritrea were 
raoxing towards a peaceful- 
settlement of their diqsuie 
over three Sea islands. 
After latlfs with Yemeni. 
President Ali Abdullah Sa-' 
1^ Mesfin said be received 
an encoura^ng reaction to a 
draft affle em e n t . in- 
corporating the views ofdie 
two countries. 

Diplomatic sources told 
The AP news agency that 
tbe agreement called for an 
immraiaie withdrawal of 
Eritrean 'forces from the is- 
land of Greater Haipsh to 
be followed by negotiations 
on the status of the other 
two islands, Zuqar ^ 
f *cei»p Hanighj presently 
u nder Yemeni controL 
Eritrea seized the island 
of Greater Hanisb on 18 
December ^laildng a crisis 
between the two states. 

Inner secrets 

ISRAELI Prime Minister 
'SlumoD Peres yesterday 
held the first meeting of his 
inner security cabin^ but 
postponed a decision to re- 
quire the 10 ministers to 
ago 3 secrecy o^. The 
regulation would inqrose a 
j ail temoice of iq>. to three 
years on . minia ers who re- 
veal infoimatioD en- 
dangering national security. 

Israel nufio icpoited that 
the m eeting rgected claims 
for damages filed 1^ Pal- 
estinians hurt by toaeli se- 
curity forces during tire 
1987-1994 upi^g tn ^ 
Occupied Territories, and 
security problems 

at the state airiin cH-Al. 

inside" 

tenwHSabriAt^fo 

Whither the fijlire?.-- -P-® 

Rushdl Safds ' 

The Medtenanearrs 

waterworld -P-B 

Safame A. Sa#«: 
Democratic transition 
1895-1996 — -P* 

(yaaplBcad upUmiam?—..- -P-" 

SanrirHamaMtee 

Pi^Stffbingptogtess -P.9 

llassaR Nafafae * 

Too early to eetebrate...^.^.9 ■ 

llotaiped 

Chan^ the odds. — P-^ . 

The UN through Asian eyes.„p.7 
IntetviewwflhmirtEster • 
of tourism.^- — P-” 

Pride and ptoft.-- — 

paying wiihhiBkKy. 

el^teakafl- P-^j, 


Cabinet sworn in today 

-nie key portfolios of foreign affairs, interior and defence wiii not change hands in Kamai Eieanzouri’s new cabinet. Nevine Khalil reports 


Prime Mimster-deagD^ Kamai El-Oanzcw 
worked umxl late last night on forming a new 
eabinet-to r^lace ^ admiidstiatioo of Atef . 
SicDd; who resigt^ 24 hours earlia-, after a 
tecoid nine years hi (rffice. 

. FoUowmg an hotir-loiig meeting with Pres- 
• ideht Hosni Mubarak, Ganzouri, deputy 
prime minMUar for the rnne yeais, and 
wiigft ihiidster of plannmgi announced that 
“between seven nme” new faces would 
join the cabinet. 

Ganz6u^'63, said tfmt die key portfolios of 
defei^, fonri^' affiiirs and tbe interior 
would remain in the same _ those of 
Field Miqsba] Mohamed Hussein Tantawi, 
Ainr Moussa and Hassan El-Alfi.. There 
would, however, be chafes in tbe economic 
portfolios such as finance, economy and in- 
' ternational oooperatiMi, he said. 

FoUovring hte meeting widi the president, 
Ganzouri headed tome cabinet's hesd- 
quarters where he began a serim of meetings 
wife members of his new govemmenL As 
Al-Ahram^Weel^' went to print yesterday 
evening, die reappointment of twelve other 
members of die outgomg cabinet had been 
cmfiimed. They are: D^uly Prime Minister 
a^ Minister of Apiculture, Youssef Wall, 
InfoimatioD Minister Saferat El-Sherif, Ed- 
ucation Minister Bnssein Kamel Bahtifiddin, 
Justice Mlnig ter Fsiouk Seif H-Nasr, Public 
Business Sector Minister Atef Ebeid, Energy 
bfinistet Maber Abaza, Culture Minister Fa-, 
jouk Hosni, Tourism Minister Mamdoub El-- 
Beltagiii, Socul Afif^ Mini^' Amal Os- 
man, Minister of State for Parliamentaiy Af- 
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fairs Kamai El-SbazH, Transport Minister So- 
liTTian Metwalli and Local Administiatioa 
Ministo' Mahmoud 0-Sherifl 

According to Ganzouri, the new cabinet is 
to be sworn in today by President Mubarak. 

Ganzouri. one of the architects of the ec- 
onomic reform programme, was asked by 
President Mubai^ oo Tuesday lugbt to form 
a new cabinet “to lead the nation into the 
21st century. ** 

“During tbe past years, die nation has faced 
miTTMWBg challenges as a result of the suc- 
cessive fthangea in die Middle East and 
t^ughout the world," Mubarak wrote in the 
tetter asking Ganzouii to head the new ad- 
ministrati nn. “It was imperative to fece diose 


f»5w>iafifig challenges with a comprehensive 
vision and a well-studied progiainme. based 
on scientific planning, the realisation of a na- 
tional consensus on our objectives and the 
mobilisation of all human and material re- 
sources to serve those objectives.'* 

To achiev'e these targets, Mubarak wrote, 
“a comprehensive piograirune of economic 
reform was prepared, taking into account our 
social and econonuc conditions and our na- 
tional pTwrities.** An emphasis was placed 
on increasing production, launching - new 
projects, creating new j<fo opportunities, en- 
couraging private enterprise, boosting ex- 
ports, cutting the deficit in the state budget 
and iWlising a surplus in the balance of pay- 


ments, Mubarak continued. And, while those 
objectives were pursued, the infrastructure 
and means of production were renovated and 
the nation's defensive ability was upgraded 

Mubarak said tbe outgoing cabinet had 
made remarkable achievements in planning 
and executing econoinic reform, “while our 
struggling pec^le proved that they have the 
highest sense of responsibility and great 
readiness to niake sacrifices for tbe siqiremc 
national interest-" 

Describing the first phase of economic re- 
form as hi^y successful, Mubarak nev- 
ertheless urged tiiat “we have to build on this 
success and cany reform inm a new phase, 
focusing on flirtiier increasing production. 


creating new job opportunities at a faster 
Ifninahing production and public ser- 
vice projects throughout Egypt, and raising 
tbe level of basic services, particularly in ed- 
ucation, bealtb and culture, without adding to 
tbe burdens of low-income groups." 

Running parallel 10 this new phase of ec- 
onomic refOTTD, a long-term vision of Egypt 
in the 21st century ^uld be evolved, an- 
ticipating major scientific and tecdinological 
advances as well as challenges resulting from 
the collapse of the old world order, Mubarak 
wrote. 

Afiirming his confidence in Ganrouri's 
“efficiency, wide experience, sound judge- 
ment and Ugh abilities," Mubarak formally 
entrusted him with forming a new cabinet 
“which is able to carry on tbe process of re- 
form, development and progress." 

This new cabinet. Mubarak added in his 
letter, “should build on the achievements al- 
ready so tbat we can take Egyptian so- 
ciety to new horizons within the framework 
outlined in ir.:* speech to the People's As- 
sembly on 16 Dece m ber." 

Tbe'prerident concluded his letter by af- 
firming: “I have great confidence that you 
and your colleagues will do your utmost to 
realise these objectives and respond to the 
people's aspirations for further growth and 
progress." 

Outgoing Prime Minister Atef Sidki had 
head^ three cabinets in succession, tbe 
first formed in November 1986, foe second 
in October 1987 and foe third in October 
1993. (seep.2) 
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Ghali’s shuttle diplomacy 

UN SECRETARY-Generai Boutros Ghaii, currently on a visit to 
Cairo, was met by Forejgn Minister Amr Moussa y^terday. Their 
talks, reports Ims Nour. covered foe peace' pitx^ in Bosnia, 
UN sanctions against Lib^ over foe 1988 Lockerbie plane bomb- 
ing, foe Yemen-Eritrea dispute over Red Sea islands of Hanish, 
the deteriorating h iimanitarian conditions in Iraq, political un- 
certainty in Somalia, and foe Western Saharan conflict. 

Moussa and tbe UN secretary-general also discussed plans for 
UN reform, especially those pertaining to expanding and fo- 
versifying the composition of foe UN Sccimty Council and m- 
cieasing the numbw of pennanent members in the Council, l^ypt 
has just began a two-year term as a non-permanent Security 
-Geuncil member. , „ . 

Earlier on Tuesday, Ghaii was met by President Hosni Mu- 
barak. The. UN secict^-general briefed foe presid^ on tbe re- 
sults of bis trip to Asmara and Sana'a. Boutros Gbali’s shuttle di- 
plomacy, coupled wifo foe peace efforts of foe Ethiopian Foreign 
Minister S^um Mesfin, has eased tensions between Yemen and 
Eritrea. . 

Ghaii also met yesterday with Arab League secretary-geiieral, 
F.gmat Abdel-Meguid. A meeting between foe.UN and regional 
organisations such as tbe Arab League and foe Organisation of 
African Unity (OAITJ is scheduled for the second half of Feb- 
ruary in New Yoric, the UN secretary-generai said. Ghaii yes- 
terday inaugurated a UN photo exhibition organised by Al-Ahzam 
in the lobby of its downtown offices. He was accompanied by 
Al-Ahiam General Manager Ali Ghoneim, and the dire^ of foe 
Al-Ahram Centre for Political and Strategic Studies. Abdel- 
Moneim Said (photo left). The Centre later hosted a seminar 
where Ghaii delivered a lecture on UN reform and foe post-Cold 
War international affeirs, which was succeeded by an open 
discussion. (see UN special, p. 7} 


Intentions tested in Maryiand 

Syrians and Israelis remained optimistic, as Christopher prepared to visit the region 


Syria and Israel were resuming 
their peace negotratituis at a 
Maryland retreat yesterday as a 
prelude' to a new trip to the 
Middle East (o' US Secretary 
of State . Warren Christo|d».- 
The are at securing 
8 peace trea^ between tbe 
Middle Eastern neighbours 
bas^ on Israeli withdrawal, 
from . foe occupied Golan 
Heights, .agreement on security 
anangements along foe com- 
monJiorder and.. the normal- 
isation of relatimis. 

Negotiates from foe two 
countries, togefoer wifo Amer- 


ican mediators, met for three 
days last week at foe Wye con- 
ference centre near Queens- 
town, K^iyland, and bad fur- 
ther exchanges at the weekend 
in foe Washingtmi area. 

“We're encouraged by what 
we saw and we*ie encouraged 
foat everybody is coming 
back", State - Department 
qwkesman Glyn Davies said 
Titesday. “We look forward to 
further {xogress." Why tbe 
State Deparment is encouraged 
was not specified, and no fur- 
ther details were given. News 
media are barred from tbe ve- 


nue of the talks. 

Israeli negotiator Itamar Ra- 
binovich said that a mutually 
acceptable deal could still be 
worked ou^ althoi^ the talks 
were not without difficulties. “I 
tiiink Syria is interested," he 
^sakL He added that Chris- 
' topher's trip could have a sig- 
nificant impact on the nego- 
tiations, which have continued 
sporadically for more than four 
years. 

Cb^stopher is planning to 
leave for tbe Middle East 00 
Monday, stopping first in Paris 
for a confeiCDce of nations as- 


sisting the Palestinian Author- I 
ity in running the self-rule ar- 1 
eas in and tbe West 

Bank. 

Damascus Radio, in a com- 
mentary on Tuesday, said Syr- 
ia was comnutted to a “foil 
peace" in exchange for a total 
Israeli withdrawal. It said that 
tbe Syrian position imposes a 
great responsibility on Israel to 
accelerate tbe necotianons. 
“Go^ 'intentions only do not 
make peace, if they are not ac- 
companied by serious steps 00 
foe ground", the broadcast 
said. (seep.4) 


^ ^ Isn’t the time ripe for you 
to spend the moments 
of your life ? 

(^asuCeta^ SfiasUdA 

it ic ic ir 'k 

The Unique Spanish Cuisine 


Palestinians iaunch campaign 

Campaigning for the Palestinian elections has started. Khaled Dawoud reporte 


The .Palestiiuaii. Election jCcanmis^on de- 
cided on Tuesday tfam campaigning for the 
self-rule council elections oudd Itegjn in>- 
' mediately, following an admonitimi from 
' election observers that further delay could 
■ ^>ftHirm miaafoe dections* credibility. 

More foan 1.25 milUoo Palestinians have 
afanady legislb^’as.vot^ and 7(X) 
candidates, mainly from Yasser Arafat's 
Fatah movement, as well as a large num- 
ber of indqieadeDt^ have nominated 
themselves as eawfidates. 1 

Palestinians will vote on 20. Januaiy to 
elect 87 jnedobeis of partiament as well as 


in ept position in tiie future power struc- 
ture. Fatah is nominating candidates in all 
16 constituencies. 

riwpaig nin g W8S to have begun last Sat- 
urfo^^^t was delayed until 7 Januaiy after 
Amfot dedded to increase the size of foe 

council from the original 83 scats to 88. 

A European Union election observef 
team complained foat the delay and tbe 
sudden increase in the number of foe coun- 
cil's seats threatened to undennine tbe 
“credibility of tbe elections both locally 
and ffiternationally. 


Candidate Haidar Abdel-Sbafi, seen in 
Gaza as a sy^l of foe Palestinian strug- 
gle to gain indepCTideKe, told Ai-Ahram 
Weekly in a telephone interview that pr^ 
arations for foe elections were iron^i^g 
“despite the lack of proper organisation" . 

.Abdel-Shafi. who head^ a Palestinian 
negotiating team in Washington but later 
resigned when he learned about the secret 
talks wifo Israel in Oslo, criticised foe de- 
lay in establishing an appeals court and the 
Palestinian Election C:onimisston. which 
was formed oolv last week. 

The National Authority blamed the de- 



dS of as Election Commission re- Ihe National Authority. blamed tte de- 
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^^St^h^Sded to con- SAJflHA K3ialil is challensing PLp 1.^ Yasser Anftt for agains t ^c^P ^on^ toe eje^ 

oissideficv of the Palestinian Interim Self-Governing Authority, nons because we neiiexe mat 

Althtfogh the militant Hamas S^SSLave interview wifo Grnhwn Tfeher, tbeMl text 

and the Sviwnrbased wWdi appears on page four of this issue, she argues that though « legitimacy to foe Oslo setiit^ 
^S^ sXnS Ugood^fteSli army leave Gaza and foe We« MoZ 

SSuSandSmciatic Fronts fo« is by order of foe Israelis. It is ofo of cnnhaii^^ Al-S 

Ke Ubemtion of Palestine . ing. she «ys, becau« the Osh^-based peace process will not lead 

from thi«e Palesfotiaos 

self-rule areas are naming as in- ufopse situatxon has worsened wifo ^ process, i ^ely i he with the j y . 
SS2dLs.Other^ir^^ fiumlies of the piisonos. foe 
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' member. So for, only Arafot and 
Samiba KhaHU a eminent 
.West Bank woman wifo a long 
history of reasting Israeli oc- 
enpation, hdve-dra'ded to con- 
test the presideDcy.. 

Although the militant Hamas 
movanent and foe Syri an-bas e d 
opporitioi groups sudi as the 
Popular and Democratic Frc^ 


,al of foeir meiribexs inside ^ 
self-rule areas are rumimg as in- 
dep«ideots...Dtiiff indepradents 
are 'busnMssmen iand wealthy 
Pidestini^ looking for a prom- ' 


vent anyone from nmniog for 
election nor to call for an dec- 
tion boycott" 


Embracing atmosphere, with c^dvadng melodies 
and lots of joy at our daily Flamingo show , 
Maya Spanisti Guitarist 
Open daily for lunch and dinner 


Woild Trade Centre • Comiche El Nil, 2nd floor 
Tel.: 580 4200 - 580 4201 - 578 5347 - 578 5348 
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Parliament 
votes for 
immunity 

The new People’s Assembly, acting with sur- 
prising speed, turned down a Justice Ministry re- 
quest to irfl the parliamentary immunity of five of 
its members. Gamal Essam El-Din reports 


Af its first sitting on Saturday, the new Peopie's Assembly de- 
bated, and then rejected, a request by Justice Ministtf Farouk ^if 
El-Nasr to strip Eve of its members of tbeir parliamentary im- 
munity so that they could be investigated — four for alleg^ fi- 
nancial irregularities and the fifth for suspected murder. But the 
Assembly, acting on the recommendatioo of its constitutional and 
legislative coaunittee, aflow^ the five dqNtties to testify before 
prosecution officials. Parliamentary rules require that the As- 
sembly's permission be sou^t before MPs can answer prosecu- 
tion questions. 

Referring to the four accused of financial ma^trarace, com- 
mittee chairman Mohamed Moussa said that investigating the 
misuse of public fiin^ usually takes a long time, up to three or 
four years. **A deputy could not be left without immunity for such 
a long time... But if the proswution decides to put them on trial, 
we can lift their immuni ty in a minute. We are not using im- 
munity to protect anyooe.” he insisted. 

The four who are suspected of misappropriating public funds 
are Tawfiq Abdou Ismail, Kbaled Hamed Mahmoud, Mahmoud 
A 7-ram Ibrahim Aglan. The fifth, who is a suspect in the in- 

vestigation of the murfer of two men during the recent parlia- 
mentary elections, is Ahmed Fouad Abaza. 

The case of the four came to public attention in August, when 
the Administrative Control Aufoority submitted a report to the 
prosecutor general claiming drat a group of businessmen, in- 
cluding Mahmoud Azzam, a private contractor, Kbaled Mohamed 
Mahmoud, the son of a former minister of local administration, 
Yassin Abdel-Fattah Aglan. a Bebeira govemorate businessman, 
and Mohamed Kamel Mustafa Elba, a public contractor, used 
forged documents to obtain large loans from the Commercial 
Bank of Darphliya and Al-Nii Bank without collateral. 

Asam's wife. Aleya El-Ayyouti, is vice-president of Al-Nil 
Bank. According to the report, Azzam took advanta^ of his 
wife’s position to obtain loans amounting to LE 1 79 millioa with- 
out notifying the bank's board of directors or listing the loans in 
the bank's broks. 

The report alleged that Ta«*fiq Abdou IsmaiL chairman of the 
outing Assembly’s plan and budget committee (also re-elected 
for this session) and chairman of the Commercid Bank of Da- 
q^iya, and Ibiuhim Aglan, a member of the bank's board, pro- 
vided Yassin Aglan, Ibrahim's brother, with more than L^OO 
million in loans, also without collateral and against foe payment 
of hefty cmnmissions. 

The prosecutor sent foe Administrative Control Authority's re- 
port to ^ outgoing Assembly and also requested foe Central 
Bank of Egypt to investigate the actions of the two banks. The 
outgoing Assembly reacted by lifting the immunity of Azzam, 
Mahmoud and Ismail, who were dqMities at the time. In the recent 
parlioffleniaiy elections, these three, plus Ibrahim Aglan. managed 
to win seats in the new Assembly. After taking foe constitimooal 
oath, they asked for the Assembly’s permission to testify before 
prosecution officials. 

But on 17 December, the minider of justice, acting on a request 
by the prosecutor general, sent a report to the new Assembly re- 
questing that the four deputies be stripped of foeir immunity. With 
suipiising ^wed. Assembly Speaker /Uimed Fafoi Sorour referred 
foe ituaister's repon to the Assertfoly's legislative and constitu- 
tional cominjtiee on the same day. it was put on foe agenda 
of foe Assembly's first sitth^ last Saturday. 30 December. 

Z^iaria Azmi, MP for Cairo’s Al-Zeitoun district and chief of 
the presidential staffs triggered a heated debate when be criticised 
the legislative and ccmsdnitional committee's report and said it 
did not provide coavinciog reasons for its refiisal to lift the four 
deputies* immunity. He piloted that foeir tmmuniiy would have 
to be lifted eventuaily. Committee chairman Moussa retorted that 
one of foe four. Ismail, had travelled abroad more than once dur- 
ing the past three months withom any objection from foe pros- 
ecutor. 

Kbaled Mahmoud, another of the four, objected to the feet that 
Azmi ''seemed so sure that our immunity will be lifted in foe end, 
alfoou^ foe prosecutor-general has stated mme than once that die 
report did not amount to a direct accusation against us. Unless", 
Mahmoud added. "Azmi knows somefoing which we don't' 
know”, Azmi denied being in foe possession of secret in- 
formation. 

Sameb Ashour, a Nasserist dqiuQr, trigge^ another heated de- 
bate when he accused foe committee, of which be is a member, of 
devoting greater attention to foe four deputies* request to testify 
before prosecution officials than to the r^uest for foe removal of 
their immunity, "Tiiis could make it easy for certain people to 
cover up foeir activities", Ashour said. Angered by focM words, 
Tawfiq Abdou Ismail responded that oeifoer he nor the three ofo- 
eis "m^ed the protection of parliamentary immuniiy because we 
have foil confidence in the juatice system". He added that "the 
people demonstrated their support for us in foe tecent elections." 

Pointing out that the four had requested the Assembly's per- 
mission to testify before prosecution officials, Ismail chaiged that 
certain authorities — an allusion to foe Administrative Control 
Authority — had acted against Egypt’s interest defeming the 
good names of honourable people. 

The Assembly, after authorising the four to testify before pros- 
ecution official^ then debated another report by its le^lative and 
constitutional committee on the case of Ahmed Fouad Abaza, MP 
for foe Sharqiya district of Abu Hammad. TT»e committee also 
turned down foe justice minister’s request to strip him of his par- 
liamentary immunity on foe grounds that the ‘request was not 
backed by documents on the case filed against Aba^ as required 
by the Assembly’s regulations. The committee authorised Abaza 
to testify before prosecution officials. 

Yassin Seragoddin, leader of the Wafd Party's parliamentary 
group, backed the committee's report, but Abdel-Ahad Gam- 
aledfon, chairman of the Assembly's proposals and complaints 
committee, objected to it. He said that the constitution intended 
pariiamentaiy immunity as a protection for MPs in foe discharge 
of their parliamentary duties. Abaza, however, “was cau^t red- 
handed and a police order was issued re manding him to custody 
for IS days". 

According to the prosecutor’s report, Abaza was caught on 7 
December inside his car, with an automatic rifle a^ 24 bullets, 
inciting his supporters to interfere in foe vote-counting process. 
Earlier, foe rq)oit said, Abaza was suqsected of shooting and 
killing two people, Ahmed Mohamed Youss^ and Ahmed Mo- 
hamed Ahmed, in a polling station. He was also said to have 
fired bullets at a number of ballot boxes in an attempt to have 
foe votes inside invalidated. 


Chance for Sale 

FIRST FLOOR FLAT 
Excellent for a big conspaay, at El-Messafaa 
Square, DoUd 180 M2 , five rooms, laige 
reception, two bathrooms and 2 
lines are available 
(Could be soM furnished or not) 

F(ff details call FRIENDS BUSINESS CENTRE 
Tel : 3514808 &om 5 PM : 9 PM 

FOR RENT 

Villa 350 M2 new Maadi five bedrooms, 
three bathrooms private garden, garage 
Tel 3532004 - 5171060 
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Mobarak, in a press eonfcRDee, annoances his dedsion to charge El-Ganzoari with forming a new cabinet 


AmenHufol photo td'te onfgeb^ calnnet 


Forging ahead 


PRESIDENT Hosni Mubarak announced, at a hastily- 
arranged news conference Tuesday night, foat be bad des- 
ignate Deputy Prime Minister Komal El-Gaazouri to form 
a new cabinet, replacing the administration of Atef Sidki. 
While stressing that foe move did not signal a change in 
state policy, Mubarak said the task of foe new cabinet 
would be to lead the nation into the 21st century. "I want 


to give a push to national action in vnrious spheres", be said. 
"There are certain objectives which any cabinet, wlMfoer the 
outgoing cabinet or foe new cabinet, must pursue." 

Asked whether Sidki’s resignation meant a change in state 
policy, Mubarak said: "Our policy will never eha^." The 
goverxunent's primary target, he continued, to alleviate 
the economic burdens of low-income groups and raise their 


standard of living. ''Cabinets may change ' but our ob- 
jectives dp not Hie ta^ of foe new cornet is to activate 
tUs proc^ and give it a pii^" He told rqx>rters that ec- 
onomic reform and privatisation woold ctmtimie, de- 
scribing tfa^ as *^JEnavoidabt^. Asked whether ^ he 
plaimed to appoint - a vice-president, Mubarak replied: 
“God willing.” 


Architect of economic reform 


AS DEPUTY prime minister and minister 
of planning. Kamal El-Ganzouri has been 
one of the architects of the economic re- 
form programme and the shift <to a market 
economy, which was launched in foe mid- 
1980s. Ganzouri, who was designated by 
President Hosni Mubarak on Tuesday night 
to form a new cabinet, has led Egyptian ne- 
gotiators in several rounds of talks with the 
totemational Monetary Fund (IMF^ in- 


sisting that the reform programme should be 
taiim^ to Egyi^'s c^tioDal interests. He put 
up strong oppositiOQ to the IMF's demand for 
the devaluation of the Egyptian pound, and 
eventually won. 

Ganzouri, 63, graduated from Cairo Uni- 
versity's Faculty of Agriculture and later trav- 
elled to the Unhed States to obtain a doctorate 
to economics from Michigan Univerdi^. In 
the 1970s be was governor of the New Valley 


and later Beni Suef govemotates, be-' 
fore being appointed as director of the 
National Planning Institute. He held his first, 
cabinet post, as of plannisg and imer- 

national cooperation, in 19^, and was elevat- 
ed to deputy prime ministe r and mmUnw- of 
planning in 1987. 

When he was summoned by Mifoaiak to 
form a n^* edrinet, Ganzouri was buqr woricr 
ing on foe nation's third five-year economic 


development plan, to. be 
** launched in 1997. He di- 

vides economic lefonn into tloM stag»: 
renovating foe inftastructuie and die in- 
struments of profoictioo, whidi has been 
achieved in the first and second develop- 
meait plans; financial disciitiine; which was 
enforced in die latter half of the second 
pla^ and a massive increase of ptodnetion, 
which IS the target of the third pUn. 


Poll monitors 
argue their merits. 


The recent parliamentary elections were monitored by lo- 
cal human rights groups Ibr the first time, but were those 
groups qualified for the job? lOialad Dawmitf invesfigates 


Since foe birth of the Egyptian hu- 
man rights movement in 1985, local 
activists have focused tbeir attention 
on such occurrences as arbitrary ar- 
rests, disappearances, , alleg^ions of 
prison torture and attaclra on foe 
freedom of expression. Monitoring 
parliamentary dectims appeared to 
be outside tbieir scope. 

But spurred on economist Said 
El-Nag^, chainnan of the New 
Civic Forum, and sociology pro- 
fessor Saadeddm Ibrahim, director of 
the Ibn Khaidoun Centre for De- 
velopment Studies, six human rights 
groups and research centres decided 
a fiw weeks before tbe 29 No- 
vember elections to set iqi an elec- 
tion-watch body. 

The team's field work was divided 
among some of tbe participating 
groups, while ethers concributra le- 
gal -studies. As election day ap- 
proached. foe various groups issuM 
rqjoEts on different ki^ of alleged 
violations. More reports were issued 
after election day and also after the 
d December second round runoBs. 
But although foe groups were sup- 
posed to be woiking together under 
foe umbrella of the election-watch 
co mm ittee, an infonned source, who 
was involved in foe preparations, 
conceded that there had been a lack 
of coordination among tbe groups. 


“It is difficult to make a foil as- 
sessment of foe e.xperinKiit because 
it was a first", commented Amir Sa- 
lem. director of a human rights legal 
studies centre. “But I felt ^t some 
of ttie parncipatmg organisations 
were nwre concerned with attracting 
mefoa attention and getting foeir 
names in tbe headlines of foe opposi- 
tion newspapers." However, he was 
quick to acimbwiedge foat “a great 
^ort was made and the results were 
very uscftil". 

Another human rights research cen- 
tre director, as^ that his name 
be withheld told Ai~Ahram Weekly 
tiut his group did not take part in ti» 
election-watch committee's work be- 
cause of the late start m preparations. 
“We met for tbe first time one month 
before the elections and were asked 
to piepm for tbe jtfo," Jie said. “But 
it was impossible at such short no- 
tice." He added that several people 
warned that tbe delay could in- 
fluence the committee's credibility. 

Acconlmg to this director, the late 
Stan meant that field woikezs were 
not provided with adequate training 
— a feet which was readily admitted 
by foe m^ority of tbe directors of 
the participating buman rights 
groups. Most of tb^ including foe 
Egy^ao OrgmiisatioQ for Human 
Ri^ts (EOHR) whidi issued hs final 


l(X)-page report last week, p^ded 
tbeir field workers with as little as 
one day's training^ 

But tile same duccior said that bis 
reservations - were not an attempt to 
belittle the great efforts dat bad 
been made. “I have learned of some 
cases where human rights activists . 
jeopardised their lives because tiiey 
insisted on monitoring elections in 
very hot cottstituencies", be raid. 

The reports issued by foe human 
rights groups not only anger^ die 
goyenimeBl, but also some opposi- 
tion forces and independents, par- 
ticularly the leftist Tagammu Party, 
which was accused of violations. 

Tbe EOHR charged that Taganunu 
leader Kbaled Mohieddin collaborat- 
ed witii local authorities to ensure . 
his victory and was involved to vote- 
rigging to his C^yubfya con- 
sbtueDcy of Kafi Shukr. That was a 
scandal", raid EOHR Secretary- 
General Negad El-Bora'L “When tte 
opposition, and not only the ^vera- 
ment, takes part in vote-iiggtog, it ■ 
means ther e is a big problem with 
the whole system." 

But other human rights activists 
questioned the credibility of tbe 
EOHR itself^ , with one of them 
cloimtog that foe group amouoted to 
little more than a branch of the Nas- 
serist Party. This claim, be said,- was 


corrolxnated by the feet ifaat-Nasser- 
ists packed a recent EOHR general 
assembly, convened to elect a new 
board fw the organisation, with sup- 
praters. Many of these siqipoctcrs 
had DO human limits interests. 

Bora'i, a fbn^ member of the 
Nturanist Party's political bureau, re- 
ject this BCCuration. insisring that 
be was a 'liberar. 

Hisharo Mubarak, director of flie 
Human Rights Le^ Aid Centre, 
one of tbe groups tovttived in the 
commitlee; conceded that Mo- 
hieddto’s case could have bedi 
blown out of p ro fxirtion, particulariy' 
if it was conqrated to violations 
committed ^ National Democratic 
Party candidates and mdependents. 
“We should take die general context 
mto consideration >^en >ye preptoe 
our r ep ort s", he warned. 

Mubarak described tbe eiection- 
waicb experiment as *tyery useful", 
first because it set a precedent,- and 
also because it had produced tiruned 
groups who vmuld be able to do a 
better job to stozilar atuatioos in'foe 
future. 

He detoed that tiie committee’s 
work bad got off to a late start, and 
said that his own groiq> b^an prep- 
arations well ahead of tiie elections, 
issui^ six shrat booklets, and io- 
fotmtog voters, candidates, candidate 


iqireranlattves and imlltog officials 
of their r^ns and ditties. He said his 
centre printed 200,000 copies of 
those booklets. 

Also rej ec tia g tbe argument that 
field vrakecs ladcsd training, Mu- 
barak said that man^ of them were 
lawyers and Journalists who had a 
good knowledge of die voting sys- 
tem and wbo 1^ witorased previous 
electioDS in 1984, 1987 and 1990. 

And- to mmimise tbe possibility 
that election monitors mi^t be in- 
fluenced by their own pofitical af- 
filiations, a qiecial form was pre- 
pared witii very specific questions 
about the election process. Each 
monftor had to manage to complete 
foe form without expressing an <^to- 
ion, Mubarak said. 

“Those arfaiwng foe huirim ri ghts 
gmqis of doing a bad job are angry 
because of foe large number of viola- 
tions vtfoicb were exposed by our re- 
ports," he said. “But 1 act^y be- 
lieve that some of these reports were 
.rather mild, and that more violations 
could have been revealed." 

■ pTMf of die rqx^' accuracy, he 
contiiwed, came with administrative 


court nili 
to over 1 


that the election results 
constituencies were null 


and void because of votewiggiag. 
The govemmeot is contesting ^ tul- 
togs before higher courts. ' 


Rail chief sadked 


Following a series of train crashes, claiming dozens of 
lives. President Mubarak ordered the dismissal -of the chief 
of the national railway authority. Dbia Ezzat reports 


President Hosni Mubarak on 
Saturdty asked Atef Sidid, 
then prime nunister, to replace 
foe director of the nationo] rail- 
way authority, followiag a se- 
ries of train crashes that killed 
more than 60 people in foe last 
two weeks of 1995. As a re- 
sult, Abdel-Salam Shaath was 
dismissed from the post and re- 
placed by Mahmoud Marei, an 
under-secretary at foe Mioikry 
of Transport 

Tbe worst crash, gruesome 
pictures of which made the 
front pages of national news- 
papers, occurred on 21 De- 
cember, when a speeding train 
canytog railway workers 
slammed into foe back of a 
passenger train which had 
stopped in foggy weather at 
Al-Badrashein station, about 
20km south of Cairo. At least 
64 people were killed and 67 
wounded. Tbe force of the col- 
lision buitied three ems of die 
passenger train, which was 
beading firom Cairo to AssiuL 
on top of the other train, and 
caused other cars to doail 
Rescue woikers battled to free 
passengers trapped in the tan- 
gled wreckage and am- 
bulances took the casualties to 
nearby hospitals. According to 
a report by the railw^ author- 
ity, financial 4amagg was es- 


timated at LES millioa. 

Twenty-four hours latra, two 
cargo trains, one canying coo- 
struoioo material and foe other 
railway spare parts, collided 
near Aswan. iWe were no 
casualties, bur foe coliisioa 
rupted railway traffic between 
Cairo and Aswan for eight 
hours and cost tbe i^way au- 
thority another heavy finmcial 
loss. 

Then, on 30 December, a 
passenger train speeding from 
Al-Mi^ to Cairo crasbu into 
foe rear of another train foal 
was moving to foe same direc- 
tion and on the same tracks. 
The driver of the train 

was lulled and 10 passengers 
were wounded. 

In a statement to parliament, 
Tran^rort Mintoter Suleiman 
Metw^li bhmted tbe feilure of 
train dri>'era to ^ide by foe 
safety rules and maximum 
speed regulations. In the case 
of tbe Badrasbein tragedy. 
Metwalli said the driver of the 
rear trato was moving at 
140km per hour, violating tbe 
maximum speed limit, and 
jumped two red lights tefore 
sl amming into foe ststiosary 
tram. Worse, tbe driver had 
disconnected an "automatic 
control device" which would 
have forced tbe train R) stop at 


tbe sight of a red light signal. 

Despite the advanced teeb- 
Qoio^ used by tbe railway au- 
thority, Metwalli said, tbe pos- 
sibility of human error could 
not be eradicated coi^etely. 
“A quick review of tte sta- 
tistics of train accidents over 
tlte last 15 yc»s shows a sig- 
nificam drop in tbeir number", 
Metwalli said. "In 1981. there 
were 490 aeddeota. but by 
1995 tbe Domber had dropp^ 
to 89. In other words, there 
used to be a weekly averts of 
10 accidents which has now 
dropped to two." 

Metwalli seized tbe op- 
portunity to talk about the 
large sums of money that have 
beu allocated to uj^rading the 
railway service durtog tire past 
15 years. He promised that foe 
coming weeks will witness 
more extensive training cours- 
es for drivers to improve tiieir 
skills and greater supervision 
to make sure drat drivers ^ide 
by the authority’s regulations. 

Immediately after takixig of- 
fice, Mahmoud Marei. foe au- 
thority's new efaainn^ held a' 
series of meetings with the au- 
thority's top officials. “He 


wants to pinpoint the i»ob- 
lem", an assistant said. “He is 
determined to introduce a new 
working system.” 

But to evoybody's disiiiay, 
only 24 hours after Maid as- 
sumed his new responsibilities, 
yet another railway accident 
occurred. A train derailed anti 
some of its cars overturned in 
ai^acent fields os the driver 
was atte m pting to halt foe trato 
in a siding in Giza. There were 
DO casualties. 

And 00 the first day of 1996, 
an einpty tram cau^ fire at 
Cairo's mam nation a^ tbe 
fire brigade was Isought in to 
extinguish tbe blaze. 

And yet foese successive ac- 
cidents have not detened pas-, 
sengers from using the train 
service, with 1.600 <^y hips 
covering the nation's 26 gov-' 
eroorates. During tte past few 
days. Cairo's Ramses Station 
has been busier and moro 
crowtfed than usual Peoftie 
cei^iating foe new year or 
making for Coptic Christ-- 
mas aM the mid-tenn school 
holidays have b^ mass:. 
booking train tickets to foe 
governorates of Upper and- 


Lowtf Egypt, accordii» to .a 
station clerk. The eheerfol fe^. 
es of many passengers; going 
on boUdi^, travelling to vidt 
femily arid ffieiu^ or dght- 


seetog, suggested foat tbe hor- 
rific crashes would not de^ 
people from depending on 
cg>^s most popular of 
lon^isiance transport. 
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Pride and profit 


Employee share ownership programmes may yield positive re" 
suits, but, say legal and management experts, some problems 
still exist within the system. Sherine Abdel-Razek reports 


^ of every workday. 
Gad El-Rab Taha, a driver at a poblie'seo- 
tor coim«ny, us^ to leave die contoany 
car at ^ garage wiAotit even ba riia fi ng 
to wadi rt. But a year afar joining tbe 
company’s Emidoyee Shareholder' As- 
sociation (ESAX Taha, 55, now checks 
the car s g^ oil and wato* stqnly daily, 
and covers it befixe leav ing ibe conmany 
Sarage every aAemoon. 

foci now diat it is my own car, diet 1 
have a stake in the company. Ai^ break- 
down would hold iqi the cmrqiany, and in 
turn ^ect my profits,” he said. 

Hus tuznaround in Taba's utifijde is 
shared by all the Egyptian Real Estate 
Company’s (EREC) employees, who now 
ovm 95 per coit of tbe fiw"- Selling pnh- 
licsector coiqmny shares to esqdoyee 
share bolding associations is me method 
of irovatisation . increasingly gwhitwp 
grouM and bringing aboia poshxw 
sult& The system eamles empit^ees to be 
ae jfacio owners oi public sector com- 
pames by buying ataV^ff in' the ESA, 
winch, in turn, purchases shares on behalf 
of its membm On retiiemen^ llie em- 
ployees sdl their stake in the ESA back to 
the association at maifat value. A'pei^. 
centage of die ESA's state are widmeld 
for new woikeis who ndght l«ifg to join in- 
the fidure. 

As a result of this system, enqiloyees 
also die role of sbardbolders con- 

cerned with boosting production and mini- 
mising costs. And, at the end of eadi year, 
membm of ESAs receive a dual tiim of 
company profits, bodi as ^lardiolders and 
as employes. 

The formation of ESAs was made pos- 
sible by the Capital Muket Law issued in 
199Z L^isladve Counsdor Mahmoud 
Fahmi, a pnncipal andior of the law, 
pointed out that ESAs have long 

existed around the wori^ it was only widi 


Law 95 that tfa^ took root 
in E^pl Ite law provided 
a !e^ umbsdia these 
associations, hi 19S6, re- 
calls Fain^ prior to ihe 
tew, diere were attaints to 
give onployees 30 per cent 
of the duaes of die Alex- 
andria Hre CooqiaDy, a 
pubhe sector . company in 
the process of' being es- 
tablished. However, su^ ef- 
forts proved foHle in the d>- 
sence of a law, te; said 
Since 1992, the number 
ofESAs le^stoed with &e 
Cental Market Audiori^r 
has readied 261, and while 
s«ne have not developed 
intft anydung more 
plans on paper, otfam have 
succeeded m encouraging 
employee ownexsh^. Uw- 
ever, according to Fahmi, 
even the most active ESAs 
have been Mwifawtafi 
I»oblems. 

One xnqor problem has 
' been providtDg employees 
widi finaic^ to buy com- 
pany shares. Various, com- 
pantes have seated out fi- 
naneing problems 

xndivimiany, using un- 
distributed prcKfits or pro- 
viding credit lines fix' em- 
ploye and deducting 
TTistthnemg fiom enqiloyee 
. paychedcs monthly. 

However, points out Fahmi, borrowing 
fiom the h^ifg is one source of finamcing 
whidi t emaius limited due to the 
of incentives fix the banks to provide such 
loans. He said that the Unified Com- 
panies* Law, which is cutrendy being 



drafted also offers sointions for the fi- 
nmeing of employee shares. Ibe law po^ 
mits employees to pay for the shares in in- 
stalments for up to i 0 years. Italso^ants 
B 20 per cent discount on share prices to 
enqiloyees wbo ate already ESA mem- 
bei^ and gives tax incentives to banks to 


encourage them lo gram loans to ESAs. 

One of the most prominent examples of 
ESAs are those formed at tbe affiliates of 
the Holding Company for Public Works 
and Land Reelamatioa (HCPWLR). 
ES.As bought 95 per cent of the shares of 
10 of the hoiding company's 11 sub- 


sidiaries. 

However, according to 
the HCPWLR’s Chairman, 
Abdel^jhani Hassan, mak- 
ing tbe E^ work is not an 
easy task. It usually entails 
a number of problems in- 
chiding i-tfiiir-atTng workers 
to their rights and liabilities, 
raising funds to buy shares, 
and setting iq> the fiume- 
work of die ESA itself. 

Among the obstacles, se- 
curing financing seems to 
be the most difficult to 
overcome. In an attempt to 
solve this jxdilem tbe bold- 
ing company had to inter- 
vene, said Hassan. *Tbe 
holduig company itself paid 
for tbe tiiares bought by the 
ESAs in its affiliates using 
undistributed profits, and 
the ESAs will have to j:«y 
the loan bade in in- 
stalments over a three-to- 
ten year period at an 8 per 
cem interest rate." Hassan 
explained. The first tn- 
stahnent is due in March 
1996 and tbe shares are 
mortgaged to the bolding 
company until its value is 
conuiletely paid. 

Evaluating die ex- 
perience, Hassan said dim 
althou^ ESAs are a fea- 
sible method of privat- 
isation, they can only succeed in profit- 
making companies, as company profits 
are one of the major sources of financing 
the purchase of shares. 

Fatma Khattab, of Arthur AndeiSMi's 
Partnership in Development Project, has 


been delegated to head tbe privatisation 


unit in die HCPWLR. She ^rees dial 
forming ESAs was initiaKy an uphill 
struggle. 

**We bad a hard time eoavincing work- 
ers of die idea to establishing ES&,” sbe 
said. 

At die begnming, Khattab said, the em- 
ployees did not fidly understand the idea, 
and were intimidatM by tte prospect of 
having to pay for the shares. They were 
even apprroensive about being owners of 
a coiqiany which could, theoretically, 
generate losses at some point in time. 

Khattab pointed out that bolding com- 
panies and ESAs ate woiking closely to- 
gether — organising workshops and trmn- 
ing courses for employees. These polidtt 
proved successful, sbe asserted, and at 
times, the results were inching. 

one of HCPWLR's affiliates, mem- 
bership in its ESA jumped from only 20 
per cent of the enqiloyees to 100 per 
cent," she noted. 

Mobamed Ramadan, secretary general 
of tbe ESA formed at the EREC, said that 
one year afi^ it was set up, du ESA has 
helped in improving worker performance, 
an achievement that was reflected in die 
c(«^>any's production and profits. 

The conqiany's turnover rose by 4.6 per 
cent during 94/95 while its pretax profits 
amounted to LE1 1.593 miltion, coaopared 
to L^.852 milli on the previous year. 

In addition, said Ramadan, entoloyee 
owneitiiip of company shares has prompt- 
ed an increase in tbe number of wotkmg 
hours and a drop in absentee rates. Share 
ownership has ^ven the employees a mo- 
rale boost 

“1 ftel more secure and enjoy the feel- 
ing of being equal to any oibCT employee, 
including the chairman of the coiqiany,’' 
said Emile Ibrahim, an office boy at 
EREC. ’’We all are shareholdess with die 
same ri^ts and duties." 


Market report 


New gains for a new year 


THE CAPITAL Market cet- 
dxated tbe end of the year 
with a 1.05 point increase in 
its index, v^ch closed at 
213.95 points fix week 
ending 28 December. The to- 
tal volume of tradii^ also in- 
creased, readiittg LE79.2 mil- 
lioiL 

End of year levities, 
however, were marred by 
poor perfixmance in tbe man- 
ufacturing sector. Its index 
foU by 0.46 points to close at 
283.96. Shares of the Paints 
and Chemical Industries lost 
LE15 per share to level ofif at 
LE680. while (hose of foe 
Misr for Soil Drinks and 
Food Preservation (MisiDob) 
lost LE1.4 per share to close 
at LE26.6. 

Twelve odier man- 


Recipe for an ailing deficit 


The General Market index 
216 
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ITie persistence of a balance of trade deficit topping $8.3 billion in fiscal 94/95 calls for speedy action, experts tell Mahmoud EHStesass 
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ufimturing sector companies, however, witnessed an increase in 
share value. Among foe learters was the Nile P harm aceuticals 
and Chemical lodiJ^es Company wdiich gah^ LE3.S pa 
diate to dose at 1^3.5. Shares of the Engiseering and Anm- 
tectural Industries Conqiaii^ gained LEO.Ol to. close at 1X4.26. 

For financial sector conqianie^ it was a ^xxl week: bi addi- 
tion to ite'index gaining 3.69 pohits to close at 225.64, it dom- 
inated tbe marke t in teuns m the value of diares traded — 
LE363 million in shares exdiaiiged hands. Shares of die 
Exterior fank recorded the greatest increase, afan^ txipling in 
value to finally level off at I£50S. Trading in the Gulf? 
Egyptian Bank’s shares cornered around 25 per cent of the to- 
tal number of market transaetioos. Tbe bank traded 292,900 
shares at t.f?, per shw. The Commetciai International Bank’s 
shares lost t per diare to close at LE508.75 Also de- 
ffiining m vahie, shares of El-Wataoy Bank lost L£0.Q2 per 
share to close at LE33. 

For a diange, service sector eonqiaiues also had a good 
wedL The sector’s index gained 3.66 points, closing at 136.67 
points. Analysts attributed the increase to in die value of 
the Nile Badt^ Hospital’s shares. Its stock gained LE4S.03 
to close at LE945.S6 per share. 

By tbe end of die we^ the diares of 29 conqiames had in- 
creased in value, 28 4^*"^ and 53 remained unchained. 
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Egypt's economic refonn pro- 
gramme may have led to a 
steble exefas^ rat^ lower in- 
flation and a decite in tbe 
budget defidt, bnt tbe success 
of these fiscal and monetary 
reform policies has been 
man ed by a r^idly increasing 
balance m trade d^ch which, 
say eiqieits, can only be 
brougito undtf control by in- 
creased productivity and com- 
petitiveness. 

The trade deficit, which 
stood at $7,538 billion m fis- 
cal 1990/91, has shown htde 
sign of decreasing, even after 
the r eform programme was hn- 
plemented. In fiscal 1994/95, 
dM deficit exc ee d e d $83 bfl- 
tion. 

A mam reasoD fix tfais in- 
crease, said Hamdi Abdel- 
Azim, dean of El-Sadat Acad- 
emy for Admudstrative Sci- 
ences, lies in the fact that in- 
4»*striw1 production and exports 


were not sec down as fxiorities 
in the first (riiase of tiie ec- 
OQotnic refonn programme. 
The firat phase was g^ted to- 
wa^ monetary and fiscal re- 
forms ufoicb aimed at cutting 
budget deficit and con- 
troUing inflation. 

Although foe second phase 
of refimns, launched in 1993, 
focused on upgrading the in- 
dostrial sector to enable h to 
meet the needs of local con- 
sumers and produce a surplus 
for exports, Abdel-Azim main- 
tamed that, so for, the govern- 
ment has not been able to re- 
alise this goal 

While the current account 
balance recorded a surpius 
fiom 1991 to 1995, this was 
mainly due to the flow of 
worker remittances and a sur- 
plus in trade of services bal- 
ance. But, warned Abdel- 
Atam, foese remittaiices could 
begin to decline as Arab coun- 


tries continue to opt for lower- 
prioed Asian labour in place of 
Egyptian workers. He argued 
that a decline in remittances, 
coupled with a continuous in- 
crease in the balance of trade 
deficit could push die balance 
of payments once more into a 
deficit, in turn exerting a 
downward pressure on the 
Egyptian pound. 

Suxir Tobar, head of tbe 
National Democratic Party's 
economic committee, pointed 
out that commodity exports 
are more stable sources of for- 
eign currency than tourism and 
worker remittances which are 
bod) afiected by un- 
C(»trolM>le political and so- 
cial events. Itetroleum exports, 
for exanqile, are subject to in- 
ternational oil prices. 

But while commodity ex- 
ports are on the rise, tbe ever- 
increasiiig trade deficit looms 
ominously on the horizon. "Up 


until now, these sources of for- 
eign currency have been re- 
warding," said Tobar. "How- 
ever, we cannot guarantee that 
fevourable conditioos will pre- 
vail in the long run, and tbere- 
fixe, we should take more 
steps to narrow the trade def- 
iciL” 

Actions, however, are more 
difficult than words, and gain- 
ing a stronger foothold in inter- 
narinnal markets will be no 
ea^ task, he said. "Under- 
standing foreign markets and 
consumer taste is a main pre- 
requisite for capturing a large 
shm of international trade," 
stated Tobar. A step in the 
right direction, be added, 
would be for Egypt to hold in- 
teroational furs that aim to 
conclude trade deals and not 
just display products. 

In addition, customs and car- 
go procerhires must be revised. 
"Ttee are too many agencies 


that an exports must deal 
with," noted Tobar. “Their 
roles, wdiich are often con- 
flicting, must be re-examined 
and red tape must be cut in or- 
der to encourage exports." 

The state, argued Mahmoud 
El-Ar^ ehairrmin of tfae Fed- 
eration of Qiambers of Corn- 
mere^ could play a greater 
role in export promotion as a 
means to tiiis e^ Other coun- 
tries, be pointed ou^ like 
Soufo Kor^ Malaria and 
Thailand have done tiiis with 
noteworthy results. 


While, concedes El-Arabi, 
the General Agreement on Tar- 
iffs and Trade (GATT) pre- 
cludes direct subsidies ^ ex- 
ports, he said that tbe 
government should provide in- 
direct subsidies in orier to pro- 
mote erqxxts. "Forms of in- 
direct subsidies include tax 
exeinptions fix export-oriented 
activities, exempting all pro- 
duction equipment from cus- 
toms tarifte, providing conces- 
sional rates of interest fix 
export loans and reducing car- 
go rates on exports," he said. 


Packaging 
for all 


Modem technology merges with 
sound planning in the export 
business. Mona Ei-F8q8 reports 


Across fiom tfae hiigtling Cairo Airport, s gtoiqi of seven in- 
vestois have poeded their resources aid constructed a new Inter- 
national ElxpM Centre (lEC) to cater to tiie varying needs of 


^grioiltuial 


ejqjort- 


Bgyirtian 
ere. 

Tbe. lEC, which is located 
on a 420,000 sqjn. picrt by 
tfae atiport, is mainly 
signed to ofier siq^ort ser- 
vices to exportera through 
rort^ processiog; pro- 
cooiisg, packstgmg and stor- 
age fcefltfa a fix fruit and 
vegetables. 

"The centre hopes to pro- 
vide efficieot and speedy so- 
vices by using moden stor- 
age tedmology to store and 
preserve prodoce prior to ex- 
port," eaqilah^ Mobamed 
El-Gidndi, executive board 
member the lEC. 

The centre, which is di- 
vided into tinee oompoonds, 

(me for arfaiiinistrative work, 
one fix storage and the third 
fix nnscelianeoiis services, 
boasts tile latest technology. 

. *Tn the pas^ ft was not po(X 
quality tfam faanqiered our ex- 
ports but packt^ing. The 
packaging ofa prodiict is very 
nnportant in ptirartfrtg eusttxneis," CI-Guindy said. 

Along witii units to keep produce fresh, the centre. 



Edited by Ghada Ragab 


which was completed by means of a LE30 million investment by 
an Egyptian joint stock company, also offers bankiDg. insurance 
and frei^t services through speciali^ companies. 

“As the first of its kud in 

tbe Middle East, tbe lEC’s 
fociiities ensure that goods 
are expoi^ acc(>rdiiig to the 
highest international stan- 
dards," he noted. 

Ahmed Qassem, a fruit and 
vegetable exporter arfated, 
“Its unique locatira witiiin 
the airport grounds assists 
exciters with tfae fix- 
wading process." 

Headquartered in Alex- 
andria, Qassem often finds 
hfrnseif spending several 
weeks in Cairo, in need of 
office space. “Tbe centre 
provides on-premises offices 
and ct^eiences for rent to 
exporters, which are ideal for 
when 1 have to meet with cli- 
ents," be said. 

According to Qassem, the 
centre 's services have helped 
him increase his exports to 
2.000 tons, cennpared to 850 
tons last yea. "Before tiie 
lEC opened, I had to use a 
pariraging Station owned 
another exporter. This system is much better." 

The financiers of tbe cense are the Egyptian Investment Pro- 
jects Co. (SA^, Kato Aromatic Co., the International Land Rec- 
lamation and Planting (Hebco), the Univosity Educational En- 
dowment Fund, and the Saudi Corpexation for Arab Investment 


photo: nour Sobeih 


ON DECK 

“The Chinese Restaurant” 

The most exotic China has to offer. 



The Imperial 


Hotel Ship on the Nile 

San^ El Ce^irtt SL, in fiwUofGedra ^ortmg Cbtb, 
Zamalek, Ouro, Egypt TeU 341 - 4290 


Ministry of Caltnre 
Foreign Cultural Relations 
The Egyptian Centre for International 
Cultural Coopration 


Hie Centre is organizing a twelve 
week course in Arabic, starting on 
8 January 1996. 
Registration is available now. 
For more details, please co ntact 
the Centre, 

1 1 Shagaiet £1 Dorr St, Zamalek. 
Tel: 3415419 
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Headline 
hunting 

What will make the news in 1996? 
A!-Ahram Weekly takes a poll on 
the regional issues expected to 
make the headlines in the next year 

The peace process 

Nass^HiXti, assistant sBer&ary-general of tke Arab 

The pr oce ss in the Middle East was the most mmortant 
issue of 1995. 1 hope that tiiere are devdopmenis in 1996 es- 
pecially on fhe Syrian tni^ which is eqoying a and po^ 
itive atmoq)bere that ave it a strong push in 1996. In 
May of this year tfiere will wo be the beginning of the final 
phflM of IsTBM-Paiestiniao peace negotiadoDS. These will tadc- 
le vital ffair will put the much on the whole process. 

Mahmoud Zahar, Hamas spakasman in theGasaSirip 
In 1996 Israel will still boU 70 per cent ofPalestinian land in 
the West Ranir and 40 pv cent m Gaza. There will never be a 
full Isra el * withdrawal fixnn Palestinian lands, and the issue of 
Jerosalem is unlikely to be solved. The Israelis may only allow 
the Palestinians religious sigwnrision of sacred niosquBS and 
diuiches in Jerusalem which is not fiir to the Mestinians. 

Heba Handoussa, economist and managing director cf Ae £e* 
onomic Research Forum. 

The peace process both dxreats and oi^wrtunxties. It 

needs a quick response mi the part of goveamients ^ tiie macro 
level; in die inaniptiiatjo n of tadff levcts and customs pio- 
cediTO and the refoon of institutions. 

^ the phis side, it is going to imp rove die competitiveoess 
of countries in the r^ion in attracting foreign invesGoienis and 
«ran<wiiitinnaig_ So tfae regfoD faas attncted sbout $2bn a ycv 
in foreign direct investment (FDI). When we compere tins to a 
oountiy as «naii as bUaysia wfaidi attracted S4bn of FDI last 
year, then we can see the scope for increasing FDI to the re- 
gion. Politica! instability is tiie essential reason why multi- 
nadonafs have been beataut to ooac. 

Israel 

Mohamed Sobeih, secretarygeneral of the Palestinian No- 
tionai Council 

The assassination of ^^tdiak Rabin underlined how deqily 
Jewish terrorism is rooted inside and outride laaeL It riM 
shows the inqiortaDce of figuring extremism nod lacdsm in 
some Jewish drdes tinoogh the ftiMneigl aid tiiey re- 

ceive fiom mganisatiotts in the US. 

Farouq Abu-Eissa, head of the Arab Lawyers Union 
braeFs threat wfak± Egypt wam^ of in 1995 is a eon- 
tmuxng prolan. Israel refused tti sign die non-proliferation 
treaty and this stance puts the whole legica at risk. In 1996 the 
Ante shoold make a jomt effort to put pressure on braef to re- 
move this danger. 

Iran 

Assef Bqyiai, Iranian socUdogist at the American Univer^ hi 
Cairo 

The Democratic Islamic Movement emerge d in Iran, caflt^ for 
a reconciliatuHi of blam witii modernity md tiie M&nisation of 
society and not politics. This movement, if it succeeds, w31 
have an inqnct on intemal politics in Iran as well as the whole 
region. 

Abdel-Moneim Scad, Director cf Al-Ahram Centre for Polideal 
and Slrat^^ Studies 

The US boycotted Iran for its alleged to devriop its nu- 

clear icacton to serve milirary purposes. Any devek^anent of 
tiiese reactors will ignite the nucleix armament race in the re- 
gion, which is contrary to US policy. 

Arab reconciliation 

Suleiman Awad. minlster-plen^Mtenaary bt the ^yptian mis- 
nanto&eUN 

Arab reconcQiatkm is anotiier issne tint should be addressed in 
1996. Last year tiiere were two inqiortant asempts, one by tiie 
United Arab Emirates’ Sheikh Zayed, and the otiier Ity the 
Arab League Secretary-General Esmai Abdel -Megidd to re- 
lieve tire sufferings of tiie Iraqis. 

MahmemdZakar, Hamas spohesman in the Gtaa Strp 
I hope that 1996 will witness reconciliation anxmg Arab re- 
gimes. especially with Iraq as the Iraqi people are the only vic- 
tims. Ai^ governments should be more cmcenied about tiie 
Iraqi people than the sbortoomings of the te^me. 

Borders 

NassfHUti, assistant secretary-gmmd of the Arab League 
Hie (demarcatitMi) of borders is a pntiilem that will ooatinue 
into 1996. The problem of borders am^ Arab countries 
rixMild be politieuy addressed, otherwise it will have negative 
consequences for the region. 

Economic prospects 

Heba Handoussa, nzanqguig (Brector of Ae Economic Re- 
search Forum. 

The most imp wt a nt event of 1995 was the ne^tiations with die 
Enrop^ Union over trade agreements. It is a ^lendid op- 
portunity for various countries to take advantage of. But it also 
poses many challenges in terms of our own tmAip* to die Mid- 
dle East which could be taken over by European firms. The 
cost wQl be very hi^ if we do not rationalise our industries. 

Faroug Abu-Eissa. headof the Arab Lawyers Union 
Low-income groups will suffer fiom a d^ in foeir standard of 
living. Tbe gqi between so^ classes wideiL Tlus will 
tiireateD sociri striiOi ty. Hie gqi is a result of the economic 
policies in the r^on ir rqxised by the IMF and dte WoM Bank. 
It is also doe to the insistence of the North in exerting coiutol 
over tiie South. 

Western Sahara 

Sulebnan Awad, mbdsterpleidpotentiary the Egyptian nds- 
siontoAeUN 

The problem of the Westeni Sahara will impose itself as an im- 
portant issue in 1996. The UN under secretaiy-general will 
bold talks with tbe parties conoenied with the issue — Po- 
lisario^ Morocco and Algeria — toreacb'asetdement 

The US 

Salah El-MoHitar. edUor-in-ehief cf the Arabic Al’dirmhorriya 
newsp/gter 

We can Sty that 1995 was tiie ^ear of tiie awalKningwidi peo- 
ple defonduig tiieir (naiioi^ md^iendeiiee and playing a £s- 
tinguished role in omfirmtiiig tiie idea of a un^to world. Hiis 
tecogrutkai of the inqxKtance of md^iendence has heihriix i 
American Itegemony in the international order. 

It will restore equilibrium in the inleniatioiial arena afler 
yeara of imbalance. For exanqile, eastern Bunqie, wifli tiie ex- 
cqitioQ of East Gemany, has returned to tiie bloc afiv 

the failure of tiie c^in& concept in these states. In as 
well there is tbe victory of tbe nationalist and communist ramp 

over the liberaL oqulaiist one. 

Terrorism 

PanmqAbu-Bsai. head of the Arab Lawyers Unim 
Despite die claimdown on tenorism, foi* phenomenon will 
continue in 199o as tiie mam hotbed of terrorism remains, 
name^ the National Isla^ Fmt in Sudtm This will continue 
unri] the Sudanese per^Ie overthrow tbe government 

Yemen-Eritrea 

Sulebnan Awad. minister-plenipotentiary at the Esmtian mis- 
siontttAe UN 

The Yemesi-Eatrean stiug^e is another development tiiat is 
e^qiected to be tadded in 1996 dtber tisou^ bilateral and re- 
gional channels, oameiy tbe Arab League, or through tiie UN as 
Yemen has aanounced. 

Reported by Rasha Saad and SAefSie BaAaa 


Standing up far 
the disinherited 


Samiha Khalil is iiHudig against 
Yasser Ara&tfor the presided 

of the Pale^nian . Interim X 
Authority. Oraham Usher 
intervievved'herin RamaDah - ■ 



fytwt month, Samiha Khalil emnemneed her in- 
tendon to run fir Ae presidency cf Ae Pd- 
estUdan Interim Sef-Goveming AuAority fn 
the tgKoming elections due to be held on 20 
January. 

Unun Khalil is the director of One of the 
largest charitable organisadofts bt the Oc- 
etaied Territories, the Socie^ of In’ash Al- 
Usra based in Al-Birdt, Ae West Sank. Sinee 
1967, she has been a member of Ae Palestine 
National Council. She is also the current pres- 
ident <f the PLO's General Union of Pal- 
estinian Women. 

In the interview below, she grves her reasons 
for being the sole challenger to Yasser Artfat 
in Ae presidential elections, as well as citing 
what for her are the crucial tasks fdeb^ Pd- 
estinUm safety in the comingperiod. 

Why did you decide to nu Car presicleBty? 
First of alL h is ny.r jgbt as a Palestinian wom- 
en, as someone who has given 40 years of her 
lift to tbe Palestinian sttu^e, to stand for the 
preridency of the Palestinian CounoL Second, 
I believe the current *^ieaoe prooes^ does not 
provide a just solution to tiie Palestinian ques- 
tion. 

The Israelis are still eiqiroptrating onr lands, 
by of HittiflftK, forang ns to live in 

isolated ca n tn n s. The so called by-pass roads 
are one Palestinian area fimn ao- 

otiier. Students in Gaza cannot travel finely to 
tiieir universities in Bizzeh, Hebron, Betb- 
Iriiem and Jerusalem. The ptisooera are still in 
jail, despite promises fiom tiie Israelis tiiat 


they are gong to be released. For these rea- 
sons, 1 am staading for election. 

If elected, what are your pefity priorities? 
Asd hew do ibty dUEer from those of Yas- 
ser Arafat? 

j am nzawme of Araftt's {no- 

gramme. My prog ram me may be summonsed 
voy smqrfy. I believe the Oslo based 
pe a ce process will not lead to Palestinian sov^ 
eretgnty. It wQl not lead to our fieedom. For 
sure, h'8 good to see tiie Isiadi amty leave our 
cities in Gaza and tiie West Baidc, mr us to be 
able freely to raise our flag. But all this is by 
order ofineIsiBelis.lt is out of our hands. Bis 
Israel that which Palestiniaiis can re^ 

twTi to tiieir homeland which cannot. 

My SOD, fiir etatrqtie;. is not allDwed to le- 
tiim. 1 sou^ penniaston for his return frcmi 
tiie IsraeU authorities. They told me to go to 
tiie Palestinian NatiGoal Anthority (PNA). So I 
arolied to tbe PNA. After 23 dqy^ the PNA 
told me ft could do nothing about my son witii- 
ont pennuakni fiom laneL This summarises 
tiie Oslo procete peiftetiy. The Falesthnans 
stin have no coctrol over their lives. We are' 
treated as notiiing. 

Let me be clear. 1 am not peace wifo 

Israel. 1 supported Palestinian hhtiooial 
Cmmcn’s 198g deeirion in Algien to legally 
recognise Israri behind its 1967 borders in ex- 
change for peace, security and an 
Palestinian state. The majority of Palestinians 
support tiiis solution. B^ since then, Israel 
has refused this solution. With the Oslo end 


Trira agreements, they are stiU lefiiriiig. ' 

So aieyM in fmrar of «BwdDiig Ac Odo 
acoii^ of shaping the pence Mcafi^ 
wiAtenri? ‘ • 

No. 1 am a peacefiil woman. I dra’t want to ' 
jsohne the immera.lty ftnrco. l.waot ip solve ft. 
by peacefiil means. Nor am 1 .agaihst nq^. 

with But I want tbe peace to be 
a real peace. 1 warn the n^Diiatioiis to additess 
tite baro tiw questioQ of ferosalgn, seC:''. 
tigmente , ttfygoes su tiiB botdess of a "fidiiie 
Palestinian state. 

1 waift riso to correct the flasra m the oiii^uat 
Orio '^reemcot, sO:tiiatFriestiniajB'ciiniiow 
ogoy gem i i n e so vcrrignty over tiieir own- ed-. 
ncation. tiieir own cconcnric $yaem, over . 
ricultme, over tiieir own lives. We-seeft .fidl ntr 
dependence; Without tiiisr believe me, war^ 
retom to tins land. 

Who do yen aee as yeme main nwiititof arlM, 
yemr msOm baaea of sappoit? 

I will gte sBppoft fiom all tfaoto Palestinians . 
whose sftoatm has woraened witii tiie peace' 
pto cci ss . Hie c^tiie prisboen, tiie ftm^ • 

Oies of tiie martyrs. I sedc to Tqnesenc the! £sr . 
iriheiited ^ our sodety. 

Since 1967, rhavebberi titelnad of 55.dair- 
ftable societies in tiie West Bank and Qaza. 
Tbeae societies serve anmind. 32,000 Fri- 
eariniMig They have provided 5,000 jobs for 
wornen. We l»te 240 kindergarten, and mnseiy 
places for drildren so tiiat women can work 
ontside tiidr hootes. In each ca^ ii« are. en- 
couraging Palestinian' iodependehce. We don’t- 


want our people to be b^gais. Thfis^ 

. are nty otmstibMOcies. ' *-/ 

Do yon view yovxadf as a- caimlMate who nit 

voc^ the Jntccesto Fid^^a won^ 

Not exdiiswdy wm&ed's.iulctests, no. 1 'mA 
to -advocate tiie interests' of aH Palerimti^'; 

wonaen — d rfiiMrsH- AiL^of cotint^ -J* 
want Palerihrian women to' achieve eqaa^ - 
witii tiiGxr men. " 

How do yon see Aose MeitiBiaa piu^ 
which have decided to boyeett the .cteo*, 
■thnis? ' 

Fbrme, thecruc^ tarie m tiie tauiarft period ii. 
to achieve national' .muty. If. the .FslestimanS'' 
are not tQgrihei; we-wiH. raft -go ode sttofivr 
toot oM Palrtt maitt should paiw‘ 
tidpate ID tiiese dectinis. 

' I have .abo had diawwaiMB 
cfmftii iiiMi fiom foe Bbtitydf ' 

tiieftaiafoen have amd.tiityvriS Vote fbc me 
m foe dectitma ont cti'epense'ef'nhtim 

'A . recent stndy Aemd ttri^Ote -clectbral' 
ef Yasacr. Arafitt and Us Fatah 
movameat had reedved aindi vwt'' Fal- 
cstiniaH medin c o vtfaga then ether can-' 
dUates and partlea. Do i^.ajense eatf. 0s-- 
'otoibMriionaigrifostyoa?' 

Yto; Whan Axmti to RamaSalv he hivited ; 
.nte to rit beride Inn ddsmg 'dm FNA criiinet. 
jneetin^ We are old fiiends.'f cannot stty tint -, 
file PNA has jnevented me fiom stytog'dr ^ 
mg anyfluDgmnty campaign.:’.’ 


Changing the odds 

The bargaining chips have changed and the players are adjusting their game. 
Mohamed El-Sayed Said weighs up prospects on the Syrian-lsraeli track 


Encouraged by President Ctinton’s 
ne^ for a fofriomatic victory in foe 
course of his re-election eanqnigo, 
md emboldened by tiie pasting of Ra- 
fain, the Syrian President Haftz Al- 
As^ made the fine move towaitis 
the lesunqttion of peace talks with Is- 
rael The cost of this move was only 
tiie adc^ltiOD of mWAtr lan guage and a 
ftw newspaper articles showing a 
wiUmgDess to tpeak better of 

In return, tiie new Israeli prime min- 
ister went so fer as to tndiMif Aat Is- 
rael may not insist on the stationing 
of eady w arning systems on tiie Go- 
lan Heigfats. In a tuatter of a few dtys, 
Syrian-lsraeli talks were resumed in 
Maryland, to Washmgton DC. 

What duDB^ to allow the re- 
susatation of tiic long ^aafla^t nego- 
tiatidns? Not reaUy in sid>- 
stance of tiie negoti^caia. The real 
change took place in the arena of 
tymbolic politics between Israd and 
Syria. 

. Since die start of the ]XOces, bul- 
lying was tiie true nane of the game 
betwem the two parties. Both were 
more involved in posturing than m 
real negotiations over tiie sabstHDce 
of i«sii« QQ ttie a|WnAi. FOT nwtrirfe 
observers tins denoted a to^ inter- 
action betwee n two pig-tieaded and 
innnohile n^otiations styles. In fact 
tins appearance is, to tiie two parties 
at lea^ quite ntiooaL 

B et w een Syria and Israel tiiere exist 
DO true hurdles oa tbe road to peace- 
iiiridiig. Syria is not so scared ^nor^ 
msUsation witii Israel Tbe latter does 
certainly appieciae the stnt^ic val- 
ue of foe ^lan Heights, but is fir 
fiom being short of ideas on accept- 
able security guaiaute es that wow 
satisfy its needs. Settiers and settto- 
meafs on the ha^itn are no serious 
problem since tiie legton itself is in 
no way a rival to the West Bank in 
idecdogical wortii to Israel The true 
motive for mutual bullying was the 
tymboltsm of negotiations not tiieir 
substance. 

The semiolo^ of Isaeli-Syiia ne- 
gotiations is drxven by the desire to 
break the will of tiie otiier, or at least 
to prevent tiie otiier fim gtaaping 
one's move as a of 'wealsoess. 
For Syria, tiie essential purpose is to 
keep its hn^e, in die Arab Wodd, as 
tiie true (and only) <4Mng«i« n of Arab 
resistance to Israel and aontsm. Im- 
plicit briiind this im^e is its mtentitm 
to maintain its status as a rival and a 
balance to Israel in die gi e aja Syria 
legioi and in the Arab East m gener- 
al By ail Syria wants and 


needs peace. But tbe nature of peace 
is not to be understood by Israel as a 
gyeea lij^ to discount role in 

titeatea. 

For Israel, tbe pmp o se behind the 
symbolism of is exactly the 

opposite, ft is meant to depcive Syrra 
of hs veto power, and to force ft to 
swaDow foe role of a smsUer partner 
in die polities ttf the region i^ and 
only it ft accoanmodates the role of 
Isaei as the power in the 

Fettfie Crescent. In this ligbL bteak- 
mg tile (tther's will is tbe true essence 
ofthe game b e tw ee n the two. 

But n ti^ is to be seen as the reason 
hrfitnH rtu» cfaTling of negotiations, 
has changed to allow their le- 
Buiiqitioa? Have eilfaer, or bo^ pari- 
ties dropped their in t a c &t in tfaft 
game? Ai^ what are tbe praroects for 
tite peace in die li^ offoentyF- 
foctras that ted to theii revival? 

The passing of tbe farmer prime 
ministB of Ist^ may be counted as a 
fictor. A man who was never known 
to be gi fted in tbe art of politics had 
no reason for bu^rg. Another ftetor 
is the approaefaiDg American pres- 
ideatial election ca iiyai g n ana the 
need for tbe dqdomalic fareakthrou^ 
which promotes tbe image of Bill 
Ctinfon as a clever statesman intor- 
ested in and capable of running a 
co mp e ten t foreign polity. 

But these two fiicten are only creat- 
ing new coot oun for the game of ne- 
gotiations between Syria and IstaeL 
They ate not tbe cause behind the 
tactics. Hie most i mp ortant 
reason seems to be a change in the 
configuration of negotiating chips arid 
the odds, ft was tixis ebaage that 
rsty hm convinced a man nefa as 
Barez Al-Assad, who bmh his fime 
on stutfoonmess, to change his nego- 
tiating atyic. 

For Syria, the configuration of nego- 
tiating has eban^ for two rea- 
sons. Fast is tbe to that pormal- 
isation b e t w een Arabs and Israel is 
j i wnMwrfing without tite co o sent of 
Syria, or more accurately, fit ^nte of 
its dijectioDS. 

Secondly, Syria seems to be now 
berim e d by hostile regimes fiom all 
sides with smgie exeqition of Leb- 

anon. Hopes Sna breaktiroigb on the 
haq issue are eyqxmting. Itm's siq>- 
port is dwindling. Tbe self-role for- 
mula has not blown iq) aid a beOzger- 
ent An&t ft entitndimg his powte. 
Jorto is more firmly anchoring all its 
stakes on laael and tbe United States. 
A sympathetic Egypt ft willing to ao- 
cornmoditB Syrian tactics only half- 


way. Even Lebanon cannot .wait 'tor 
ever. 

AH tins demanded a gJ a ng a of per- 
roective on the part of Syria. Hie 
cWige is for fiom rince Syr- 
ia could stiD rely on other of 

powoi The a^iais of con^naiise 
sent out by Syna were perfedly syn- 
chronised with two mqar even!& The 
winrf- significant is tiie rdease of tiioiK 
sands MiuW Biofoen ^ ote 
itelical in Syrian 

jails. The motives b*4wivi driie move 
are certainly for fiom pcqjecriqg a new 
image of a menafnl leader. It was shn- 
HpgigTM!H to si gnal tO ISTOCl imd tO 
tile Uoited States tint if Assad is so 
severely pressmed and his in ta esis 
nmipmiineH tbcxe odsts itt Syria a 
mnrfi nunc radical foicc tiiat canntt 
waft fm lamichuig JSlttd. A k aafy bk 
legurte.Uitt cgnld possibly cage tins.: 
ultra radical fbcocL 

On the other hand, Syria was keen 
to can a of the Damascus 

Dedaralian memher Wmtmsr ttma tym- 
bdisingtiiat ft is still for fiom being 
cosnered and isDlteed. 

For ftrael, the bergainiiig 
have dianged as wdL ft ft not just 
the death of Rabin that caused tins 
diangc. ft ft ratber tbe weaker posi- 
tion of Peres. vi»4-vis his rivals fiom 
die Likud pa^ who will aoon be ’ 
daltengmg him in tiie elections for 
tile job of paxme mmutre. Peres 
could poisiie one of two tBctks m so 
fitt as tiie Anb-lsiadi peace ft cod- 
cemed. 

Traditionally, ft was safe for the La- 
bour, under Rabin, to riiow an a- 
trem^. tough negoiiating s^ to-' 
wai0 Syik. ld>6ir eoitU abow itsdf 
to be winning both pe^ and no- 
fining security. Li aHHhinM, ft could . 
take pride in breaking the of to 
tougfi Syrian pteaidaiL H peace was ' 
not achieved oo to S^iftn tnd^ ft 
would have been enon^ that pe^ 
was acconqilistied wifo to Joidam^ 
and Falestmians wiibuui {Styodicii^ 
security on to Syrian fionL But if 
Peres pmsued this fine he would have 
a vesY slim chance of enhancing his 


■or hiK rfaimr*!! wmwimk wnwig the 

Isiadi pub^ tou^meas witii Syria' 
wiUlai^inpeovebismmge. FaSae 
to bring peace witii Syria will lose 
him. to entiuiriami of both peace 
tym p ati ib asandneqiralii.lt would be 
mum more impr es s i ve to public ojpm- 
ion to dx>w tfatf he, tbe true atdmect 
of to peace process, has actual^ 
brought peace on all fionts , inciixfiiig 
to psiiifh! Lebanese snd, to . lei- 



ativefy powecfiil and hostile' Syrto 
fooo& The loi^ ft dear arid even’^ 
ductive. 

ft peace has certain pitfidlsfor scitrie 

wty. ft is tins muc^^miiDter to^to 
for the entire reward foe to wfaole 
peace process and to Irid to to job 
of the printe ininfttia as tiie zzian vriio' 
toougfat peace to Inael. Re^nng to 


finits tft an all enco aqsssiu g peace 
could be seen as an coin- 

reasati o n to to foOme to bnDdoze 
Syiia’swflL 

In of tiu^ we cim eaqiect a 
-fatealdliroi^ii on the Syrian-lstadi ^ 
. track in to n^ fttiice. But if tiiis 
breakiiiraiigiL m come dxnit in 
to next, ftw .laorifos, it mty never 
comeatalL 


Lonely at the top 


The Islamist Welfare Party f^ped the poHs. but it cannot 
win any friends in parliament, ^writes Anhad Uz-Zaman 


A little over 34 mtOioa voters went to to polls 
in Turkey's recent general eteetkas, 
the ea ster n r^kia whidi Ity buried in deep 
snow. In a country where absence fiom to 
bootii is punitiiable, the voter turnout was nearly 
90 per cent 

Hie voters, who have a traditioaal iigjs~wnig 
tilt, moved further right at tiie expense of tiie 
fiactious left. For the fiirt tima io the hfttpry of 
to 70-year-oId secular rqnibUc esiahlkh«t 
Mustofi Kemal Atatnric, tiie Islamic Welfore 
Party (RP) came out on t^ witii 2 1 . 1 per cent of 
to votes. 

The party, led by Ne c met tin Erbakan, got 158 
seats in a pariftmcdt which incr eas ed hs «i» 
fiom 450 to SSO members. Two other ij^bt-wing 
partes, to niling Tne Path Par^ (DYP) led Ity 
Prime It^nister Tansu Ciller, and to 03&I& 
position party, to Mofoeriaad Party (ANAP) 
ledbyM«utYiloiaz,recdved 19J per cent and 
19.87 per cent of to votes and 135 seats and 
132 seats respectiv^. 

Another rigito-wing party with ladal over- 
tones, to Nationalist MbvianeDt ftuty (MHF) 
led by 80^ear-old A^iaslan Tuzkes, was w^ied 
out (to to an electoral tystem which req u ires 
partes to obtain a ttiitimium 10 per cent of votes 
countrywide before takii^ a seat in paziiametiL 

The qu a nd so me Tttrirish l«ft also saw its ftr- 
tnne sag badly. Hie Damaatic Lefi Fatty 
(DSP) to by Bukitt Eeevit; iroeived 14.6 per 
cent of to v otes and 75 seats. The Rqmblican 
Petrie's Pte^ (HP) led 1^ Deriiz Bay^ which 
was a coalitian p ar tner m to ou^oing Qltor 




govq nm ent; naaowiy c ro ss ed to threshold 
witii 10.5 per cent (ft to votes and SO seats. 

Hiere bu bem jabflatkm m to camp of Et^ 
bskan, wbose RP two yem ago scored a stun- 
ning victory in tbe znumeqial pol^ The gesoal 
elecfioiis demcostrated that tius was no faak re- 
sdJl At tbe same time just because tore ace RP - 
mayon m to two largest cities of Tonkty, pot 
must not jun^ to tbe (ronefnsion an ftkiiBc 

govemmest is on to horizon in Turkey. The 
voten have been truly even-handed, excqit m 
the case of tiie Left, and die venlict is in fovour 
(fta coalition government But will to RP find a 
coaifooQpartD^ 

In tii^ triangnlar eoDtest of to Ri^ to voters 
have shown so partiality towards otor to out- 
going la4y prime mmister or to oppo^ 
non leader. They lead two rigM-wmg parties 
wUdi are really two sides (ft to same coin. H» 
voters have sent a message tint tiiese two parties 
must unite wfaacdi would bring them dose to a 
niHjprity in to parlianieDt In tiiat event finding 
a small ditzd partner would not pose toy prob- 
lem . 

Id any case unlike tbe outgoing two party oo- 
alitioo of ceotre-right aixl centte-ldfo to next' 
govomnent must te a t h r ee -p arty eoafition. The 
only other alternative would be a mniority gov^ 
eamentoftwo riglti-wix^ parties tint wdtilo be 
SUppCBted by otiier parties from outside. The 
pressure for tbe two ngitt^wii^ patties Id unite is 
bCRiDd to rnoimt inexorably. A suggestion cur- 
restiy ipaMng the roimds in Ankara is tint to . 
DYP and ANAP foould form a coalition bn to 


A,: 


model of Israel utoretocoatitioapartoenrie- 
, cMfed to share power on to baaft of cadi setying 
'atwoyeartenn. 

ft to RP*s score is inmressiv^ no Jess 
markable is to xesifo of to proiCaidish HA- 
DEP in soufo-eastem . M^. tisfo 

250,000 security fosces have been fi^ti^ . a 
muidennis war in to inhoqiitablc nwuntains 'cft 
to sou tii-ea st against to Wodtera 

Ptity This 11-year war has dahnedjtear- . 
ly 1 1 ,000 lives and the aitire r^ioa wbbes a des- 
olate lo()lc.-HADEP came out first in Eurdirii nn' 
hdiited provinces sudi as Btyafoald, 

Batman, Simak and Siiit, b^to party-^IU to 
send any rqu'esedtiitives to parlfomeatm -Aifora ' 

duetotiie IQpercent AiwdMMl . 

The decition results are a'cte'sefoack for 
Pchne hfinftter Trosu CSnier and to DYP. 'GUbr 
is an econonBCS professor who. eate i e d p(tiitics' 
only five veais ago. Yet her TmmggawfVjt ofto; 
eixmooty ba left miidi to be dea^ CSIer tDOk 
over to govanment witit a vow. to coolrol in- , 
flation, bnt has seen ft soar to neatty 100 pa 
(sentiHievafim<ft to T m^<* 

‘dramaticalty. 

At to last of to canma^'to scered a - 
^ succero tty engineenig to ofiy of Tofioey 
witn tiw Western Baropeani U nto ff, an- 

esseoto rtBppmg sttme ftir Ttoiity u her qM - 
to join to posv^bl Eiii( 9 ean'Uiikai(EU);.' Yet' 
even this stioeros has not helpftt CiDa mi hav 


'petfoanauce on the rocuraiiiic fiont miy prove 
to be to real Adulles' hecL Hie Hnkiah voten 
(deaity sjgylied tiiat tiity are xahappy 
tiie econfli mi c burden ility have to cany. 
Yifanu and his ANAP will find «naii comfort 
.font tiity.have barely equalled the score ofto 
xnihigDYP. 

The election ventot is in fovour of a cesilie- 
. ri^ coali^ end this qtylies for to 
‘ RP. eft Erbalo^ ait engineer turned pftiMftwfti 
Damg tohdg^ (ft tiie de(ttion eatnpaig» Eeu 
belu was carefid not to attack diie^y At- 
ata±’$ lefooB^ whidi tramfbemed to Tnekish 
society. Even. on a sen sitive snbject like'lslsnic ' 
bmlODg a TiidEty*s entry into to EU, he has 






mled Tudoty for to last seven decades, Erbakan 
to. attokn d. fliem as ’lilind imftaton^ of to 
Wityt":, However ; it is notowortlty that to RP 
rgrorawhotodiroirisedtodorehara ^dm - 
tiar inaees (ft atiertainnieiit have ^ to ta(dde 
there *^im-ldamic activxtii^ ‘ 

It wodd be oiraFise, iheceibrte to jimiD to to 

g jrthviijm ‘vaBdt goes byjhtfigme of 
deefian lesito deaity 

me vottra luefoieaee for a centre-right iMdnie 
butihp wiB- no nraiKfote for arretod rfS 

..^v epfnriww. 


'*^,F''^*^‘*jormerBansfodesMambasaddor‘ 
^^^^P^’^^VfStATadypamawmutex^ ond asdstant aecretaty-general of Ae (>atn- 

proved herseftroadiottpofitkMiL Btt to . -foattoa oflsJantie Canfoi ^m^ v m %/rgi^ ^ 


:Jf±. 


I 
















I, ,, , 




v>*; 


JU 








:• 


ir 


->, 


« a « 

* V% 

•f- t irf ,i 
n-r:->u; 


b: 

•‘ 5c. 


- 1-. 

^ **i h- 




( 


.4 




Sfe-t,-. 








_ j:- 
rs.^*-' 
j*'- 
•• 'V 


■ 7 *“ 



4-lOJaottazy 1996 




Chronicle 5 


Al-Ahrann A Diwan of contemporary life 


^ 1?™“*^ *8 Fdsniaiy 1898, Uk hat- 
w ^jejfa m Bct Madkar stood before 
toe Cfeoeri Assembly, ooe of the two Sfat- 
« (constotahve) councils in Egym at the 
time, and offered to wxite a kttor to the 
govenuncot on behalf of his “venaable 
^llea gues". The letter would ‘^beseech 

toegovonmemtoact^ 
h^of^ee and thepoUic welftre by 
idling its, movable ana om-movable as* 
<^y via ptiblfc auctwn, announced 
oeiorenand tn the nffimai gs2eite.** 

In toe ensuing discosaon on toe floor of 
flto council, a handful of coUabentors 
witfa the autooEities oUected to hfoAur’s 
proposal on toe ground toat it would *in- 
jiTC toe govenuneaT. In reacose, Al~ 
Aiiram oomn wiTited, ‘^low can me govm^ 
.matt penait itself to a^ure au entmt hb> 
tioi^ gen tle an d ea^ prone tb emotioo, 
and not periuii ft at aatian to ay out in sor> 
tow to those who acted myu.Jy and tell 
them that they committed villaiiiy.** 

^ Ma dkur*s manner would certahdy have 
been considered iwipgft in ffnt »mH 
tootious in t h ose times. Ye^ acoadmg to 
AI’Ahnan, his motives were compiling. 
I^rs^, one of toe fengrimm of tote icg- 
islatrw counciJ was "to «gtBa in ft«» gov- 
ennnent morally amt tangiUy fiom acting 
in a maoM toiat does not eoDcocd trilli toe 
welfare of the natiaiL** Ibns,- *^ie 
sembly has iixfica^ its ww«Hg n<n»i inn qq 
bdialf of its coosthueots and finyfe ftn» 
government should review ftig jnguwirw 
carefully, if it wnnwi^r e embaddng on rfrf* 
course again in toe future.” Secondly, pas- 
sion was provoked by toe nabne of toe oc- 
currence that pron^rted toe asseniUy's d^ 
bate. It involved a plot of gove ou nental 
land known as the Basandila ktt, which, u 
Al-Ahram goes on to s^, "was granted to 
a cCTiya i y dear to the govennuent as 
some of its ownen are themselves amopg 
our nad(m*s guardians. .Hib reason for 
ftigj it is alle ged, is i*w*) ' ftwmg the min- 
isters’ session in whidi the sale of this lot 
was discussecL toe devil caused a iqne- 
sentative to finget to mention that an 
Egyptian*owned enMipany had made a 
hi^ier oBa. As a resnit, tite fiaudbleait 
sale was concluded at the expense of this 
ever fruitful land winch is Egj^” 

• This stocy, had b^nn four years 
eBt&er, in 1894, provides a vivid, exim^ 
of how ^ypt was j^stonalically bong 
sold off (m a grand scale. K is a stoty that 
merits our as h is told toroc^ 

the pages of .<l/^^dhram. 

The tenn "the phmder of Egypt” has 
been fiequentiy Enn^xan authors 

to describe Bntisb potides from Rdtain's 
occupation of Egypt in 1882 to toe out- 
faroakofWoildWarlm 1914. lh:^iiBiaI, 
these authors refer to the acqinatkm fay 
frttcigD ctttiqianies of agricnhnral land and 
tiieir control of ^ financial madrinay of ■ 
toe counby. However, they neglect to 
mention two points. Firs^, toe process of 
“phrodering” was never as easy as fiiey 
portzay. In their focus on economic feo- 
tois, they tended to ignoce the iunnan fiKi- 
tor. in vdiich there was much give . 


take: Secondly, toe pspeess wea tor be- 
yond t^iiciiitiire and finance. In toct, toe 
j^rapott exocised authotity ov^ tiie 
couniry’s *^*"**^ kng before the British 
occBgMtion. Aa equaSy, if not mote, en- 
ticing qiiaay for the Europeios were the 
sew cnmlk services and utilities that came 
into being with toe modereisii^ state: die 
railroaris, electrici^, and shqqping com- 
panies to naoK a . 

Prior to tiie British occupation, the fChe- 
tomaS peitsaialfy ovmed, in toe name 
of toe crov^ 434^5 feddois of land. 


JE 


This he pot iqt as eoSateial a loan 

of nine miiiioB pounds die was 
put under special under 

W of fiqmdatim of 1880, whieh re- 
lated loan rq»yiiNots dffougji the income 
ynented fiom toe tend. Ai the same 
tune, the royal family owned more tiian ' 
400,000 feddans of land, which was also 
put im as oollateial by toe khediw foe a 
loan mfei tiie House of Rothsdiild of 8.S 
minioD pounds. Ibis land was put under 
the special board to supervise the pay- 
moils <Hi toe Iool The-Egyptian govern- 
ment also authorised toe sale of portions 
of this land, the proceeds of udiidi could 
also be used to seme ptetiras of the lo^ 
This system continued until 1898, when 
toe need for money to finance the recovery 


emment and ipyal tomily lands. From 
1882 to 1898, toe ocqqiation autiiorities 
would periodicaDy test the Egyptian re- 
action towaid seUing'ibe land to Kititii 
c o ncer ns . The most im pmt an t sudi test 
took place bet w een 1892-1894 over the 
sale of BasandQa. The ensumg bettie that 
raged over the issue was closely covered 
by.d^.dArsiM. 

The Biitirii ESgb Commissioner’s yeriy 
report on Egypt sounded toe opening 
snots. He severriy criticised die super- 
visory couzieil over tiie royal lands for todl- 
ing to lease tiie land to tonnes ot toiling 
to hire buyers in order to generate the mo- 
nies to fillfil- tiie en i ii in i ti 'wtmfg tO the 
House of RodtsdukL The official on the 
council describal the charges as ex^^- 
ated on boto counts. And whSe Egyptians 
could benefit fimn some reduction m the 
prices, toey were not, in the minds of tiie 
oidiorities, die intend^ beneficiaries. Bla- 
tantly betikyn^ their true inleiitkttis, die 
eomiBi! issued a resolution decneing "die 
reduction by 40 per cent .in the eurrettt 
price value of the land.” The measure 
prompted Al~Akram to coromatt, "The 


The term Ihe plunder of 
Egypt* has been frequently 
us^ by European authors to 
describe British policies from 
Britain's occupation of Egypt 
in 1882 to the outbreak of 
World War I in 1914. In this 
instalment of his chroniefe of 
modem Egyptian history as 
seen through the pages of 
Ai-Ahram, Dr Yunan 
Labib Rizq looks at the 
sale of Egy^an land and 
companies to foreign buyers 
with the connivance of the 
occupying power 



Lord Cromer 


Rotoschilds toould have no problem ac- 
wflliosenotb- 


oepting the redaction. They 
mg-” Kor did they iwnpfam The meas- 
me provided tiiem tiieir yearly penment of 
300,000 pounds. 

Never^ess, paying off toe loan was 
not tile source of contention. It was to 
utoom ibe pnc&roduced lands would Ite 
sold. Nor would the issue have aroused 
such fimttc woe it not for an un- 
anticipated development: that a group of 
Egyptian landowners would join together 
to fixim a conqiany and enter the tender. 

We learn fi^ Ai-Ahram, timefiMe, that 


there were two major rival co m pam'es. 
One was the Bdieira Irrigation Company 
owned by foreigD financiers. The other 
was a conmany "formed prominent 
Egyjttians” for whom Abduh Bey El-Babli 
was tiie spokesman. Evidendy, the Egyp- 
tian con^wny had no offidal name at fo% 
for the newspapa referred to it as “the Ba- 
bli rnmpwiy” Ye^ we do know that Has- 
san Ma&nr, the General Assembly mem- 
ber quoted at the begiiming of fliis article 
was also a part-owner of toe conqiany. 

We further learn that ^ British finmcial 
advisor solgected Babli to consideTable 
pressure to wdnch he eventeally suc- 
cuntoed. On 10 May 1894, we lea^ "Re- 
nt^ have reached the new^iqier from 
Criro to tiie efiect that the mediation used 
by the feiaw«ai advisw. Palmer, to con- 
vmce BaUi to withdraw his tender for Ba- 
sandila and to submit for Bilqas instead 
have succeeded. Babli has in pledged 
this in writing.” 

it is also in te te s tin g to discover that tbe 
Khed^ Abbas n supported ^ Egyptian- 
owniri coiqpmiy. tiuopg^ the agency of tiie 
prime minisier at tbe time. Nubar Pasha. 
"Patriots voice their praise for tte honour- 
able Nubar Pasha ndio supported them in 
the contest over the Basandila lot, a feet 
tint has b^ cited in all tiie newspqiers as 
testimony of bis keenness to promote the 
interests of our country over otiier inter- 
ests,” Ai-Ahram commented. 

Nevertheless, Babli’s acceptance of toe 
offer of compensation with the Bilqas lot 
was a source of great distqpointmeitt. An 
Ai-Ahram editorial sttofectedlumlO'seveze 


criticism: *Tf he had not conceded, the 
Egyp^ compmy would certainly have 
won its just claim,” it said. Furthermore, 
all atte m pt s to evade le^xmsibility were 
futile. *He is guilty as charged,” the news- 
paper {XDclaiined. Babli had deceived the 
entire Egyptian people, not just die mem- 
bers of the con^iany that had appointed 
him their iqxvsematiw: 

Ai the same time , various repots in- 
dicate that toe Beheira company that won 
the tender for Basandila, took that as a sig- 
nal to grab more Egyptian land. On 17 
June we read, "Tbe Basandila company in- 
tends to buy the Ras Al-Khaiij lot fiocn 
Bogbous Puha Nubs and toe Bilqas lot 
and odwr lots fiom die royal land coun- 
cfl.” A month later a second news item re- 
pots that the same company obtained the 
agreement of the Administration of Gov- 
ernment Funds "to bi^ 1 00,000 feddans of 
land in Al-Boallos ^ 12 piastres a fed- 
dan.” A few weeks later we read of toe 
company's plans to 1^ land in the 
jacent areas of Baltim and Kom Al- 
Akhdar, rievating its accumulated hold- 
ings io 400,000 feddans. 

Land was not toe only item on sale in 
the Eun^jean bu^ng spree in Egypt Al- 
though the spree fes^ throughout the 
nineties, 1898 marked a zenitit Al-Ahram 
described it as "a year of hardship, miseiy 
and misfortune in which the armies of ca- 
lamity mustered their forces on the ground 
and disaster loomed in the air." 

The y^ began with the sale of the Roy- 
al Khedhral Shipping Company. If la^ 
had been a symbol of national wealth on 


sale, the shilling company sotm a 
symbol of the nation's soveirigo^' iqi for 
tender. One of toe Khedive Ismail's most 
noted achievements, tbe riupping 

line carried the Egyptian flag aroioid tiie 
world. The idea of selling tiie company 
was first mooted in 1883, a year afier 
British occtqiation. It was a bandy way 
for Egypt to pay back its ddits, aocording 
to Lord Devion. It was 15 years later that 
the idea became a reathy, tiie most im- 
portant impediment being naiinnai opposi- 
tion. 

In January 1898. as the sale of tiie com- 
pany ^^leuud alinost certain, At-Ahram 
expresses the widely felt sense of outn^ 
On 34 January it repreted, "We have 
learned from reliable sources that tbe Min- 
istra of Finance has set the price of 
150,000 pounds for the sale of toe royal 
steamers, on tbe condition that the pur- 
chaser MHistruct a new basin for the clm- 
ing and mmtmanfM of the ships tbe cost 
of which will be 80,000 pounds.” Tbe 
newspaper's comment was succinct: "This 
sale would be pierfidy!” This was only the 
opening remark in a c ampa ign that gn^ 
increasm^y vociferous the more die Brit- 
ish financial adrisor advanced in the pro- 
ject. 

On tbe following day, Al-Ahram gave 
foil coverage to the issue, publishing the 
opinions of all die oew^npers that ap- 
peared in Eg;)pt at the time, regardless of 
their iangrnag «» Ail wcie unanimous "in 
their censure of tiie measure and their coa- 
demnatioD of the government which in- 
tends to deprive tbe nation of its sUpping 
line and dockyards for tiie benefit of a 
British company and to tiie advantage of 
tiie British govemmeoL” 

Unfortunately, the matter was beyond 
the good offices of tbe cabinet of Mustato 
Fahmi. In toct, it was out of tbe goven- 
ment's hands entirely, since h was tiie 
Britisb autiiorities who ultimately tot& tiie 
final decision. On 27 January, Al-Ahram 
armounced toe sale of tiie kh^val steam- 
ers to a Mr ^derson for 150,000 pounds. 
"One could hardly imagine a more paltry 
sum,” commented if /-d£iom in dismay. 

At the same time the sale of the national 
shij^img line took place, the Ministry of 

Hnance anonimflaH that ft waS pitttrng 

the inspectorate (ertate) of Wadi T nmaito 
for toider. Proroeds from this in- 
^lectorate bad origmally been established 
as a wt^ or religious trust to be^) finance 
tiie activities of the Ministry of Education. 
This was a sigial to Al-Ahram that the oc- 
cupation authorities ware extendmg tbeu' 
re^ into the mt^lan^ "witoout re^md 
for religious law wfaicto must be re- 
spected." Moreover, its siiqDicions that the 
ccmditimis governing the sale of Wadi To- 
mflilat would be as scandalous as those 
tiiat governed the sale of the Idiedival 
shipping conq»ny would prove correct 
and tiiat it wmild be "a pofidious treach- 
ery that will be disastrous for the Ministry 
of Education." 

Hardly was toe Wadi sold off than tbe 
buying fien^ turned to the khedival 


crown lands, the proceeds from which 
were aliocatod to paying off the country’s 
debts. On 3 May that year the newspaper 
announced ibat the Council of Ministers 
had met to fonnulate a plan for die sale of 
tbe "prt^jerty, estate, netoties and other 
sudi edifices” on tte land to a Jointly 
owned Frencl^ British and Egyptian com- 
pany. "Monsieur Souaris has travelled to 
Europe to meet wito tbe financiere over 
the purchase of 304,000 feddans of choice 
agrioiltural la^ all in as 

well as nine factories and ferries,” the 
newqiaper ooDtumed. 

Soon minds tumed to the public utilities. 
Heading toe list were tiie railways which 
had bm 8 government-owned project 
since their inception. Yet, on 25 Fdmraiy 
18SI8 we turn to the beadl^ "The govern- 
ment sells toe Egyptian railways to an 
Kngiid^ company!” In spite of rumours 
concerning ^ intent to sell, the author of 
die article ex p ressed his doubts regarding 
tiieir veracity. "Tbe government has de- 
sisted from concluding such damaging 
contracts ^ fear of co nfirmin g the ru- 
jiKMirs that h is selling off the commy to 
foreigD financiers piece by piece.” 

Tl^ of course, was not die real reason 
the contract fell tiirouglL Tbe British, 
even before their occupation of the coun- 
try, retained coittrol over the vital utilities 
throu^ the placement of British or pro- 
British officii in senior positions in toeir 
respective administrations. Also, the rail- 
ways were not {ttofifable. In 6tet, for the 
natuttial treasury they were a burden 
which no foreign company wished to as- 
sume. Yet wlme news of the sale of the 
northern Egyptian lines toded fiom die 
pages of tbe press, reports surtoced about 
the possibility of tbe sale of the Qena- 
Aswan line and the Sudan line. The ven- 
ture was certainly assodated with tbe 
name of CecD Rhodes, who cemcerved toe 
to &iro raOway line. Al-Ahram con- 
firmed su^cioDS of this connectum when 
h rqiorted, "It has been proven tiiat the 
pressures the occupiers are putting on the 
Egyptian government to sell tbe Sudanese 
railways is only intended to serve tiieir 
weU-Irown god of teadiing Uganda, a 
imject begun ^ Mr Cecfl Rhodes, a close 
fri^ of Prime Minister Neville Cham- 
berlain who visited Egypt two yem ago 
for that very purpose.” Given the circum- 
stances of thk tragic year for Egypt, Al- 
Ahram could hardly ejqness surprise at the 
proposed sale. "One has come to expect 
die most oudandish deeds now that Egypt 
has become such an enticing prey," it re- 
marked. Its prediction, as oftra has beoi 
the case, proved accurate, ^ toe country 
would indeed suffer the consequences of 
more outlandish deals now that the process 
of selling offEgypt was in foil swing. 


The author is a re- 
nowned histrman and 
a professo' of modem 
hi^ry at Ain Shams 
Universify. 



Conference on natural disasters 


THE RRST International conforenqe in Egypt deaitr^ wftti pre- 
venting (he effects of natural dfsastera wiH be held from &10 
January 1996. This conference will be organised by Cairo Uni- 
versity, In cooperation witti the Intemafional Committee for 
Earthqudee PretSetion, and ^wnsored by the National in- 
surance Co. 

National insurance w9l org a ni se an dlKlay workshop on In- 
surance. The conference deai wHh a menber of topics, in- 
cluding Migineering, construction. Insurance, the role of the 
tneeSa, and insurance, engineerfog, earthquates, construction, 
media and ways to manage the events of a drsaster with ntou- 
mai losses to buildings and persons. 



Luxembourg records highest income average 


WORLD Bank statistics reganting national income showed Lux- 
embourg to be at the forefront as the annual average income 
reached US$39,850. Switzerland came as the second highest 
country in wfoch the average income reached US$37,180, fol- 
lowed by Japan, achieving US$34,030. The United States 
came sixth, with US$25,860. 

At the bottom of the Sst lies Mozambique, with US$80, after 
Ethiopia US$130, and Malawi, with US$140. 

The World Bank report also indicated foat Thailand made the 
fastest ecorxMTric growth over toe last 10 years, wito average irv 
come increasing by 8.2 per cent from 1985-1994, surpassing 
South Korea’s 7.8 growrth rate. 



Faisal Islamic Bank 
ofEgypt 


S.A.E 


CXd of its fbn uiutetandiDg of how in^xnlant health 
Faisal Bank ofEgypt finances the erection of production 

facilities for die make up of new factories as well as all 
reqoaied equipment and malerials for the companies operating in 
tbe medical field. Fasi^ Bank also provides them with the 
required csptal . The volume of financing reached UE. 1.6 
billinn. Faisal Batik holds shares worth LJE. 22 millio n in 

nmnftr pi!»S orynpanifes. 


Company 

Loc^on 

)lffa(BmreProdtactioBi- 


1-Faico 

Amriya- Alexandria- 

2-Faic6l9lDieniationd 

Boig El And) - bdnstdal Zone. 


flh of October - Tndnstrial Traie 

HealdiCare 


l-MisrhtieDial30oalBc)spitalCo. . 

Diffi-Giza. 

2 - Specialized Go. 

Rozi-Caizo. 

z. Wanjcnma Mctfical Cejtfre 

MfflsouaGQr. 


Exports: a major factor for economic growth 


STARTING from the 1960s, 
many nations of the world 
have come to reaTise the im- 
portant role exports play in 
toe growth of sodeties and 
peoples. Nowhere has this 
been fett more than in South 
East Asia. 

Korea, whose exports did 
not go beyond USSSOmn in 
the 60s has now increased 
to USSTObn. Similre’ growth 
surges have bem felt In Sin- 
gapore and Thailand. At the 
same time, Egyptian exports 


have not gone beyond 
US$500mn. 

Mamdouh Thabit Mdcki, 
deputy didrman of the Fed- 
eration of Industries and 
member of the People's As- 
sembly, said that exporting 
Is toe prime mover of ec- 
onomic activity. Every in- 
crease in toe average 
growto of exports translates 
into a double increase of the 
national product It is a 
krtown fad that there is a 
(toronic deficit In toe Egyp- 


tian trade balance whidi be- 
gan in toe 60s whose figures 
reached US$7.6bn at the 
end of 1995. This deficit can 
be atfributed to a doubting in 
toe growto of commodity ex- 
ports while at toe same time, 
imports have made a 
marked increase due to de- 
velopment programmes and 
population growto. 

The surplus in the balance 
of services was toe basis for 
overcoming the budget def- 
icit With toe beginning toe 


economic reform pro- 
gramme which began in 
1991, whose axis pivots 
mainty on frireign trade, 
measures were taken to re- 
dress toe balance of pay^ 
ment and boost exports. 

The Ministry of Economy, 
in cooperation with an 
American organisation, has 
prepared a comprehensive 
study on exports In Egypt 
and trade relations within 
toe context of new global 
variables. 


The study clarified Egypt’s 
position regionally and inter- 
nationally. vrito its mayor rde 
within the changing poTitical 
dimate of the new Middle 
East which requires ^ypt 
to have a strong economy 
which will give it tiie capac- 
ity to function as a major 
competitor. This will never 
happen unless Egypt in- 
creases its export activity, 
for it is only by exporting 
that Egypt can realise 
strong economic growto. 



Win some, lose some... 


IN THE tradition of m^ organisations and companies supporting and 
sponsoring toe Olympic Games, which have a great impact on the 
sports world, Coca-Cola Co. has contracted an agreement with the In- 
ternational Olympic Committee, vnhich wiB expect to yield a fruitful and 
continuous cooperation between toe two sides, to last until the year 
2000. The agreement focuses on the Winter aympics which will be 
hdd to Naganu, Japan in 1998 and toe Games to te held in Sydney, 
Australia in 2000. 

The agreement, which was signed by Robert Joseita, chairman of the 
board and executive director of CocaCola international, and Johnny 
Aritonb. head of the International Olympic Committee, gives worldwide 
marketing rights, allowing Coca-Cola to use the Otympb logo and sym- 
bol in its advertising campaign, as well as spoisoring toe Olympic ex- 
ecutive commitlBe in 1998 and 2000. 

In addition to toe right of the company to plan some of the Olympic 
events connected to the company's marking efforts, surfo as the 
Olympic torch event, the International marathon, and others. 

Josetia remarked: For over 70 years, Coca-Cola has offered the inter- 
national Otympb Committee support to the milibns of Olympb athletes 
from areund the world, it is the Olympb committee which gives toe n»v 
generatbns of athtRas a chance to patbipate In toe Olympics. 


MERCEDES-Benz released its annual sales figures, 
reporting that safes went up nearty two per cent 
over the previous year. 

Sales of automobiles for 1995 reached 72 billion 
marks, compared to 70.7 billion marks In 1994. In 

1994, 592,000 passenger cars were sold, while 
strangely enough, this figure dropped to 580,000 in 

1995. It was, however, toe increase in the truck 
sales figure, which increased 10 per cent, that 
made up for the difference. The company is bank- 
ing on the sales of 600,000 automobiles for 1996, 
with an increase of 330,000 automobiles. 

On the other hand, the compan/s earnings were 
affected by the high exchange rate of the German 
mark, and thus decreased by 1 billion marks. 

The volume of sales of passenger cars brought In 
nearly 40 billion marks while trucks, busses and 
other commercial vehicles brought in 32 bilibn 
marks. 

As a result the company has not realised an 
overall profit 


Turkey’s political instability triggers battered markets 


To sdvertbe ia Mo«y & T4? (202) 3391071 Fax: (202)5786023 - 5786126 


ALWAYS concerned about 
the possibility of an Islamic 
party assuming power a few 
days ago, many business- 
men bbbied against the Is- 
lamb Welfare Party, im- 
parting the message that 
the party should not fbnn 
the new government Such 
polittcal unrest triggered a 


falling-in-value lira that 
dropped to 62,500 against 
toe US dollar, with toe in- 
flation rate reaching 90 pa* 
cent This disturbed trans- 
actions and made in- 
dustrialists in particular won- 
der If there is real hope for 
recovery. 

Willing to voice their re- 


jection of the islamb Welfare 
Party, the Turidsh In- 
dustrialists Association took 
out advertisemertts in news- 
papers demanding ooop- 
er^on between toe True 
Path Party, Tansu Ciller's par- 
ty and the Motherland Party. 

Turkey recently managed to 
Join toe EU Customs Unbn. 


in the hopes that it will pro- 
vide access for its leather in- 
dustry. in this regard, busi- 
nessmen. most anxiously 
await any indications of im- 
provement as they are in 
need of an economb reform 
programme. The Idamb Wel- 
fare Party has yet to display 
a programme in this regard. 



Abn Moi 


Egyptian 

industry 

exhibition 


EVER-keen to back 
up natkttial in- 

dustries, Faisal Is- 
lamic B^k is spon- 
soring the Egyptian 
Industry Exhibition 
organised by Nile 
Jet Travel. The con- 
ference will be held 
from 30 January to 
18 February 1996 at 
ttie Cake inter- 

national Conference 
Centre in Nasr City. 
The exhibition will 
display toe products 
of various sectors of 
industry, including 
housing and tour- 
ism, board diairman 
Abdel-Hamb Abu 
Moussa stated. 




1 
















4 


/4 





4- 


10 Janiody 1996 




UN 7 


■ >_ 


■^r-ri 






The UN Secretaiy-45erteral Boutros Gha- 
li’s visit to E^pt, the Horn of Ahlca and 
the Middle East brought into sharp fo- 
cus the limited scope of the UN man- 
date. Boutros Ghaii has been an out- 
spoken advocate of UN reform: "But 
that would cost money and nobody is 
ready to pay.” Will Asia’s new powers 
now foot the bill? Gamal-Nkrumah looks 
through Asian eyes at how emerging 
iteian powers are pressing for a new vi- 
sion for the United Nations. In ex- 
clusive interviews with past and 
present UN representatives of Japan, 
India and Pakistan At-Ahram Weakly 
catches glimpses of the new UN Asia 
s>ays it deserves 



Arbiters of UN reform 






years ago, wfaes die Uohed NatkMB was 
' fbunded, die wc^ was a more equit^le It 
; migbt omne as a sinprise to some, but accprdiDg to 
recently released Worid iqMiits, die 

world's richer fifSi have 60 grester 

t han die poorest fifdi, twice die dEsparity. of 30 
' yeaiSMo. The pootest SO ooimtries are bonoe to 
one-fiflfaofdie world's* people and account^ leas 
than 2 per cent of ^obal income. None of the. poor- 
: est countries have permanent seats at the W tour- 
- ity CoundL Few.have a say in de| i*ben*ti^M' Their 
; voting patterns at die UN are closefy morntored by 
' Western powers, and dtey are urged by carrot and 
> sddc tactics to tne-die line. 

> Resistance to UN refiirm is adualfy miniinal. 
■ Everycme — xkh and poor — wants dumge. The 
. problem is disagreement over dw-mdire of reform. 

‘ Is the stranglehold of die five peniiarieiit trianbers 
' of die UN Security Cotindl over global governance 
' and icnanadonal leladoos diet hard' to break? One 
; of tbe five permanerit meinfe^ hself kibe biggest 
I >yian power r- Cbma. Bi^ die bid by ^ odier 
, Asan pov^ to see UN lefbnns'oommensmate 
with toor hateraa&nad poUl&cail aaa£ng and widr 
. their econrmiic piQfwess IS gairimg momennoiL 
Tbe West has qie^eaded die fight for 
awning UN reforms ranging from the stream-; 
lining of the urtemacibnal- orgnusatroo's bii- 
reancracy and the elirriiziation - of 'some of its 
spedali^ agencies to reviving its financial 
crisis. But, die West appears to to less keen on 


the democFStisatioD of the world body. 

Fhnn didr side, the Atians appear lo be asking 
die worid to reo^gniae and reqieci thdr con- 
tenyoi ary capabilities. The developing nations of 
the So^ in Afiiea, Asia and the Americas are at 
odds widi die industiiaUy sdvanced nations of die 
Nordi over bow best die UN can help construct suit- 
^e democnde administxaiiv^ i mu ii n rintwil 
litical structures in tbe Third Worid. North and 
South are at loggerfamds over plans to leform tbe 
UN. At die heart of the quarrel betvreen North and 
Sbudi u die imonational ddxate regartfii^ die re- 
larioTWhip between democrat, deveJo{Rnait and 

hiiman ri gliK 

Two aspects ofdie- debate have made a deep im- 
presaon. One, is that tfac South remams imder- 
rqnesmted and ffeets polhically sidelined. The sec- 
ond, is dist die South — bodi the newly in- 
dustrialised Aaah nations and the least developed 
AAicaa ones — remams imconvmeed that the 
balisation of die worid ecoomny, domestic ecoiKXB- 
ic ^lenlisatuin a^ deregulation will necmsarily 
lead to deveU^unent and democracy. 

Thud World natirms have shmlar, if not identical, 
views on bow die UN is to be strengdiened and re- 
sinictnred. The tntemational c limate is pr^iiioas 
. &r a nenv phase of ^obel govecaance. We live in a 
danging world.' There are, however, sunflarities 
and pcnnts of differenoe as to as the nations of the 
Soum me ccmceined. Afiica, widi just over 10 per 
cent of die world's population, accounts for a mere 


0.4 per cent of worid manu&cturmg exports and 
less dias one per cent of intematioi^ nade. Asia, 
fares &r better, and now aceounts for 40 per of 
world trade. Such and figures are bound to 
tnalm an impriiR on anticipated UN reforms. 

Ecoaomie growth in Aria is impressive by mier- 
national staridards. In 1994, China — the only 
Asian p ^ r mmn^t member of ^ UN Security Couf^ 
cil — . registered an annual economic growth rate of 
10 per ccQL Malaysia, Korea, Viemara and Thailand 
haw ^wtfa rates of 9 per cent, while Singapore 
widi 8 per eeni, Indonesia and Taiwan with 7 
cent, aikl India with 6 per cent annua! economic 
growth rates are far ahead of the European members 
of the Oiganisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Oevelopra^ averagt of 2A per cent per 

In sharp contrast tbe situation in Afiica is far 
finm rearauring. Despite over 160 World Rank and 
httemsti^l Monet^ Fund (IMF) loan accords 
siqipoTted 1^ some S200 bilUon in net development 
assistance in the past decade. Africa's economic cri- 
sis coQimues to worsen. Now, UN refonns must 
cake such disparities of fonunes into account. The 
emergmg reaUties in tbe Third World will ovenide 
any mlk of a radical democratisatioD of UN struc- 
tures. 

But, Afiica is not alone. South Aria has &ilcd to 
cateh up economically with East Asia, 
right to development be denied at tbe international 
level on the giWids dial there is no consensus on 


what obligations it imposes on tbe developed coun- 
tries? The answer is a clear no,” said Ahmad Ka- 
mal, Pakiscm's permanent rqsrttemative to the UN 
and p^dent of tbe UN's Eccmomic and Socia] 
Council. 

'^Evcd in the area of civil and political rights, 
there is often no consensus ou the exact c o n te nt of 
tbe rights. Yet we do not jeritson these rights be- 
cause we cannot arrive at a complete agreement on 
wbat they entaiL In fact, m the case of tbe Right to 
Development, there is considerable agreement on 
what tbe developed countries should do to promote 
economic grou^ and develc^uneol.'' Ambassador 
Kama] said. 

Another prominent Paldsiam closely associated 
with the UN, Mahbub Ul-Haq, just completed his 
term as Special Advisor to die Adnuntstrator of tbe 
UN Development Pn^ramme. He was the creator 
and prime autto of U^P's annual Human De- 
velqtatent Repi^ "Economic and financial power 
is much more diffused now than in 1945,’when the 
United States produced over one-half of tbe global 
ouqiut compared to less than one-fififa today," Ul- 
Haq said 

"The UN has spent more on peacekeeping op- 
erations in tbe last two years than in the p^ 
ceding 48." Ul-Haq pointed out. The developing 
counmes of the South account for IS per cent 
world military spending — $1 18 billion annual- 
ly. "What these new situarions require is socio- 
economic development upstream, not UN sol- 


diers in blue berets downstream," Ul-Haq noted. 

"If there are global needs, there must be some glo- 
bal means of funding. Tbe world community cannot 
rely on the fitful g e nerp ri ty of individual nations for 
its collective security," Ul-Haq stressed He sug- 
gested that die composition of the new Econmnic 
Security Council, commensurate wift tbe new ec- 
onomic w«id order, should 'Reflect tbe changin g 
balance of polhicri and econmnic power. It sh^d 
include ibcK$e countries which are most popuhnis 
and have the largest real economies as members." 

UN reform wra an Asian tin^ is imminent Most 
of Asia's emerging powers feel somewhat sidelined 
at tbe UN Seemity CounciL African, Middle Eastr 
em and Latin American countries also feel side- 
lined, hot ft is the Asian powers — because of tiieir 
emerging economic prowess, their polfticai weight 
and £e sheer size of their population — that seem 
destined to set tbe a^da for UN refiirm. In tbe 
21st century, Asia will undoubtedly flatmt is in- 
creased political sophistication. The political con- 
sequences would be profound. 

The outline of UN reform is emerging even 
though a radical shake-up of the inteniatii^ organ- 
isation is not on tbe cat^. To take tbe UN and re- 


shape it into a keenly focused and highly rewarding 

ritv Councu 


venture is no easy matter. With the Security i 
as catalyst, the Ariaapr^en seem to be planning to 
garner suppoit for their cause by aligning ifaem- 
selves with the rest of the South — ^ that's no 
fatuous odiofttion. 


The Ghiysg^hemurn claim 


Stairway to saffron success 


; Is it time for Jafumf to exercise clout m tire Umted Nation^ Is Jwco ready 
to take up a pennanent seat on the tlN Security OouncQ? is hqiu 
. ghming to consider how its eeoaaiiuc strntgtii can service the UN? If so, 
' tbe worid would be vety unwise to ignore tiie feelos jiow being put out by 
Ttrftyo. 

. "J^ian is, after tbe Unitieri Stain of America, tire secxmd-nokjrig ecmiMEh 
ie power in tbe world iil terms Of Gross Domestic Prqduct [SS.l trillioa m 
. 1995]. And it is tiie largest dooca 08600 ," Ambassador Yoshio Hatano told 

■ Al-Ahram Weekly in Criro two mondis ago. Hatano was Jqien's am- 

• bt wwl or to tile IJN in'New between 1990 and 1994, during wfaiefa 
' Ji|ntt was a non-peanaiient of tiw.UN Seenrity Coundl fw a 

■ two-year term. However, HaCsno fidt that his powera wme vetyl limited 

i- ev rii when seiv^ as couDcil'e piarideirt in 1 $ 193 . 

**WWi respect to an mcreaseJn:tiie peri na nent membership tftiwSccmity 
- CouD^ Ja^ is of ^ view tint dm deetion of tiie countries to be added 
' ahfflildbf 

^ assnme global re^xmsilNlities^" IbOpo s^ America is S1.4 IrillioD in ai- 
reais to the UN ^ yet ]t is a Security Counefl pe rm a n e nt inember.J^aui has 


110 sndi inoinunatii^ d^bts and yet it hasno 8 ^ in the imuung of the UN. 

1 &sL No, Jqian is not 


Let os get some necessary disdanners on the lecmti &sL ; 

: iwwniiww to economic recesrion. It is eiqierieocmg the most agomsing ec- 
onomic shnnp witii an usqxecjedmitedlhm'per cent unenqiloymeat rate — 
wiaignifieant by European alandarda. but nnao cd rtable in JaparL Japan's ec- 
fimmif- growth ittle has phnmneted to 03 per ceot-in tiie fint six montiis of 
this year. No. die J^unese are notpatticidartylDoed by tiieir Dd^^oura for 

■ * yen-<M>ntrolled economic zone l eminw r en t of die nre-Wwid War 

H himerial Jqiaiiese East Asian Co-Proqienty ^lere. No, it is not enoi^ 
for die Tapan« se taiqiayer to bail ^ UN; the Japanese must calcoliuc 
the cost enphty^ a more reqxwsibieroile'm the UN. And no, Japan is not 
femniig diese issnea into for pnrriy pditicalieasmis. 

never miss to chance today to explore their Western 

■ aUito*Mentions. The rise of China, the unification ofKmea, die possible 
shift of the centre of ^idty of Ibissian poh^ toward Siberia — all have 
different significanee for Japim than duty haveibrifae US," ftamer US Sec- 
retary of State Henry Kissinger told.tiie US Senate Fore^ Relations Com- 
mhtee^y last year.* 

ta pt i p js also increasing inilitary.qiepdii^at a raster rate than most Wesc- 
eni natiems; dm J^anro defence agency is puslung for a four per cent rise 
in deftnee TOoding for die fiscal year 1995-96. But in his statement at the 
• 49di of the UN General Assembly, Ja^'s Minister of Foreign Af- 

ftbs Yohei declared dist Jiqia woi^ not retort to the use of force 
wfaidi is probilnted by its constitutiosL 

No Asian power is likety to diaUeoge dm baric precept diat in the post- 
Cold War era, Juan's security 'continues to rest in the muds of the. US nu- 

— *•' ‘-too.bigtobe 


"Wbat do we gain fiom 
being a p e m i ai i ^ mem- 
ber of die Security Coun- 
cil? Would we be m a po- 
sition to say no to 
America? h^bny in JiEqian 
are wondering why Japan 
should be a pennanent 
member of tbe UN Secur- 
' ity CounciL For Japanese 
.public opinion, die ques- 
tion of obligations is an 
overriding conridera- 
tkn,"Hattcio explained. 

"Ji^ian is a great believ- 
er m UN Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali's 
'Agenda ftir Peace'. Ja- 
pan has a role to pl^ in 
'preventive diplom^’ 
by drawing ecoDomic de- 
'vekqmieot plans and pi^ 
vidi^ financial aid," said 
Hatano. Even thongfa Ja- 
pan is die third laigeri 
produ^ of nuclear pow- 
it is vodferous in p^ 
moting nuclear <fis- 
annament. "J^nn 
introduced a draft resolu- 
tion on. nuclear dU- 
a rrr wm anT widi a view tO 
dus ultimate elinunation 
of nuclear weapons at die 
49di Geaetal Assembly 
of die UN in 1994," the 
ambassador added. 

'Jqian, in exjunction 
with the UN, has also 
been active in peace- 



"Don't keep them locked in darkness" read a Bengali poster of 
one of the 200,000 womea who demonstrated against poverty 
and the repression of women in Dhaka (p/wto; APJ 



There is something old bat about 
pacing corridcNis of power. Now and 
then someone appears out of tbe 
woodwork to up^ holders of tbe 
status quo and tamper with die pre- 
rogatives of the powers that be. 
Tb^ days it seems that most far- 
reaching intemational trans- 
formations are Asian in ori^ or in- 
itiative. Tbe message emanating 
from Asia sounds somctfaing like: 
"Hang up your hat before we take 00 
— and that ^lies to the 
running of world bodies, including 
die United Nations. 

It is a sti^l world. Late one winiry 
Manhritan autumn afternoon. 1 un- 
expectedly came across a cherished 
acquaintance in a saffron saii. Am- 
bassador Arundbati Chose, a former 
Indian ambassador to Egypt. Sbe 
showed up, out of the blue, at the UN 
be^uarters and promptly intro- 
doced Ambassador Prakash Shah — 
India's permanent representative to 
the UN. Chose, now based in Ge- 
neva. was engaged in gruelling nego- 
tiations over an extension of tbe Nu- 
cl ear Nx-Prolifer^ra Treaty 
(NPT). 

India may have received a brusb- 
off for refining to sign the NPT. but 
it is widely acknowl^ged as a world 
nuclear player. "The NFT is not a 
treaty." Ambassador Shah told me 
the next day in his office. "T^ NPT 
does not promote die cause of nu- 
clear disarmameuL We should work 
on a convention harming nuclear 
weapons in the same way as we have 
done with chemical and biological weapons," he added. 
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Many in Japan and the rest of the worid want to see Jqian as a peemanent 

of file UN Security Council before the turn of ihe ceobiiy. Today 

tiie question must be posed as to vdietiia: and how Japan ^ be included in 
Ae d^on-makfi« process of the council evrii though ft has X 

neot-member status. • ^ 

In contrast to flicriiibi^ous status of a defeated Sepaa knocklt^ at the ■ 
doors of tire 1956 and crmtributipg a mere itinaneet Japan today is 

the second latM contributor to UN peace-keeping openuioos, pnovufing 
123 per cent of the to^ costs of such options, ahead of pamaneni 
dMmb^ of 11 k Security CotoidD sutA as lUrisia, France,-Britam 

S4 biUion to tfaie Gulf War whiefa amounts to ffiree' 
UN budget The Etnopeaii UmoD and die US eonqihuDed bit- 
^ about the 'modest' J^anese conttaKztion and uiged Japan to pay 
more for tbe war efibrt beicause Japan, thty warned, would sufier 
most fiom a tinrd Gulf crisis. Japan was then obfiged to payaondditioiial 
taS Japan paid no less to$13 hi^ Gulf War ef- 
toft," Hatano ei^lained. 

^The US ^ not thank Jtqnn, and instead oonqilaiiied d»t Japan made 
the contributions reluctantly. For* meto was a vcty-drappointing epi- 
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between toe five pensaneDt Security Gounrai membeis even 
wBte hugest financial contributor to the Gidf War effort. 

SjSxrtorM not, Japan ¥W not a penn^ 

^ fhor^ro, bad no rigltt to pertic^ m the (hse^ 

plained Inttsly. 


tSS drew an analogy between the Japanese pontribution to .toe 
UnS the American Revolution. 'ThcB^ Jea P^_ 
t rtm tea duty was lifted m Britain but retained -m the Bnttsh col- 

Amaha. And AmericaiB,m protest, dun^ 
omes in Amaic*. Hatano. *The moral of tbe story 



is no taxation 'wWioiit repftseolation^ He revealed ito c™ 

drosian in Japm 

. fch tbm JapanshouM’becra a p 


(UNTAG) in Namibia. Then in 1992, tbe enactment of the Inieroational 
Peace Cooperation Law enabled Japan to send not xiy its civilian per- 
snmel but also Japan's Self-Defence Forces who were dispatched to as- 
sist Rwandan lefi^ees in Coma, Zaire, as part of tiie mteroa&'onal hu- 
manitarian relief operations," Haano aid. 

. “Japan wants to tirieo to the voice of tbe three-^uaiter» of the UN 
meaiber-siaies which conriitute the poorer developing nations of tbe 
Sottth," tbe ambassador exfrfaiaed. "Japmi's ofGcral development as- 
' risiance programme now features a Global Issues liutiative on Popula- 
tion and AIDS. TUs is a seven-year programixie dreigoed to provide S3 
bQfico in aid to developing countries to help them combat AIDS and 
address pt^uiatiem- and AIDS-related problems.** 

Japy pag e Prime Minister TiMniidd Murayama represented Japan at 
die Worid Summit for Social I^vralopaeat, which look place in the 
Danirii capital Copeni^en in. March of 199^. Murayama stressed toe 
importance of developing a "human-centred society", an idea wbicb be 
smd was alre^ taking shape Iti Jqian, and reaffirnied Jqnn's commit- 
mat to promoting educ^oo, ^fessiooai training and technological 
cooperation, as well as siqiporting South-South cooperation. It is in this 
context that he urged toe world body to "work expeditiously;" to in- 
a«ase toe UN Se^ty CouncU's peiinanent membership and improve 
hs *Sroriring method toraugb enhanced transparency." 

At Rio de Janeiro's UN Conference on toe Human Environmat in 
19^ Japan declared its commitiDat to expand its earnTrameDt-felated 
o ffi risJ ttovelofxnent assistance to betwra $7 biUion and S7.7S billiwi 
over a five-year period beginntDg in toe fiscal year 1992. It has also 
riwiMwiftt! copsideiable funds to t^ Giobal Enviromnent Facility (GEF) 
— an imeroacoDal multilateral funding meebam^ affiliated 10 toe UN. 
Zn feet, "Japso has pledged to conlribute 20 per cent of GEF capital 
ovff the next three years," Hatano said. Japan pledged another $3 bil- 
-li^ attiie^iro Internationa) Coitfereoce os Pcpu&os and Devetof^ 
mat, and was mstrumental in ensuring the success of these UN- 
^Mii^OFed conferences. 

. But tiie Japoese have not fiargoon tbe days when poverty and de- 
stniction .were pervasive in the war-4^ pos-World War D period. "Ja- 
' pan has never fbigotta the support it received fiom many members of 
'toe tirtwoTio nal Community in buOding the economic prosperity it en- 
' ' today," said Premiez Mifluyama BT tbe cotnmemorative meeting in 
Yoik last October. 


“Nuclear weapons in tbe hands of nuclear powers are 
legitimised unefer toe NPT. Nuclear powers go ahead 
with tbe possession and producticai of nuclear weapons. 
We need negotiations on a convention governing nu- 
clear weapons and in terms of tbe elhninatioo of nu- 
clear weapons worldwide," Ambassador Shah ex- 
plained Gbose agr^ Tor India, it remains a ouestion 
of unrestricted national sovereignty," the sari-clad dip- 
lomat said 

Tbe West’s failure to recognise this has long enraged 
India. And, it was partly in tois context that the battle 
over wIk) sets the UN agenda began in earnest in 1995. 
Tbe triumph of the newly emer^g Asian powers over 
toe vested interests of tbe N<^ m arresting tbe de- 
mocratisarion process of the UN appears imminent in 
1996. India appears poised to do bame — at least as far 
as tbe NPT is coneened 

“It is because of ti)e persistence of India at the UN 
that the question of tito elimiziatioo of fwclear 
weapons has b^ raised and suppwted by numerous 
countries. As a matter of feet, the issue was raised at 
the Cartagena summit of toe NAM. [Non-Aligned 
Movement] countries [last October]. The NAM resolu- 
tion on tte elimination of nuclear weapons has been 
frilly siqrpocted by [a majority] at the UN. The un- 
fortunate question of nuclear testing by existing nuclear 
powers [to five permanent membm of tbe UN Secur- 
ity Council] has been avoided under the NPT," Am- 
bassador Shah said Intematioiia] peace and security are 
nra lost htnm<» there is a new nuclor power, toey arc 
secured by the elimination of nuclear weapons, be ex- 
plained. “India's independat attitude has principles 
and lo^c bdiind h," S)^ added 

UN Secretary^Goeral Boutros Gbali is ofdie opinioo 
that stopping nuclear testing U a feasible vature for 
1996. T Mlieve that we will be able next June to have 
a comprehensive bm on all testing. We have already 
begun to hold dfscussioos in Geneva with the team 
wraking on this subject I will do whatever ought to be 
done to accelerate ilus process. If in June we have 


reached an agreement on a coII^lrefaensive ban on all 
testing, I believe toat this will be toe best contribution 
tbe UN can make in toe field of eavironroent," Cfaali 
said 

“India was tbe first country at tbe UN to imtiate a res- 
olution calling for toe reform of toe world body,” Am- 
bassador Shah said He stressed that India has bea es- 
peci^ly kea to refonn the Security Council, and 
paiticidarly in having the council's character improved 
so that it is more representative of toe General As- 
sembly membership." 

‘'We have an industrial growth rate of over 10 per 
ceoL Our agricultural grovto rate is about three per 
cent. With 9^ nullum people. India is toe wmjd’s hug- 
est democracy and a mufti-etonic, multi-reli^ous a^ 
multi-linguistic nation, grappling with vaiymg levels of 
developmat in difierent pmts of tbe country. We have 
adopted market-oriented economic policies, e^Mdally 
wbOT industry and trade are concerned 'Ihe govern- 
ment still has an imp o rtan t role to play in toe areas of 
infrastructure and social services provision," Shah said 
But, it is piedsefy this vast expenence as a developing 
counby wito enormous social and economic pntolems 
that is needed to infuse the UN Security Council with 
new blood, he pointed out 

One of toe most persistat ecmtenqxrraiy fliusions has 
been that India's relatively low per capita income — a 
third of its paulation still lives below the poverty line 

— hinders it from playing a more dynamic international 
role. But it is p^y bmuse of its status as a de- 
veloping country tiiat India has a critical role to play in 
international politics. 

“China, [another develatog country] is a pennanat 
member of toe UN Security Couocti, so vtoy not India? 
De^ite our problems, we have been supportii^ the UN 
through our contributions. One doesn't have to be toe 
richest country to help out at toe UN. Eva the US has 
serious social pntolems. It is, indeed, true that we have 
a 20-30 per cat illiteracy rate but tiiat should not stt» 
India from playing a dynamic'role in international af- 
fairs. In ay case, India is working on improving the 
living staiKferds of its pecqrle." Sh^ said Widespread 
poverty and illiteracy toould not be made into an ex- 
cuse to bar India fitan being a pennanat member of 
tbe Security Council, he said 

The feet that India has a large diaspora scattered all 
over the world is a double-edged swo^ “ Indtanw have 
settled h almost all countries the v^d over," Shah 
said The overseas Indians consider themsdves as 
of toe commum'ties or countries they’ve settled iiL 
Many are atrepreneuis and invest in the host countries 

— an investmat which they see as an investmat in 
their personal fiiture. Sometimes when the Indian mi- 
nority is large and economically dwninapt, toa sus- 
picions grow among the host community. But overseas 
Indians ^oerally contribute to die welfere of the host 
community and to tbe well-being of hs econon^. Tbe 
India dU^pora is a bridge betwea India and toe worid 
at large. 

“lo the [aftermato] of tbe 50to anniversary celebra- 
tioos, Intoa believes that the UN should focus m traos- 
bordn or trans-national issues such as nuclear dis- 
armaraat, elimination of nuclear weapons, narcotic 
traffic, international crime, terrorism, peaa and secur- 
ity. E^omic growth and developmat issues should 
be catral to UN activities" Sh^ said India’s am- 
bassador to (be UN also bdieves tiiat human rights and 
social issues should get bak to the fore of the UN 
agada. Social develqnnat should get prominence in 
the context of tite woik of tbe UN. “They were sid^ 
lined in the because Of tite UN’s increa^g focus 
on pacekeeping activities," he explained 

India has had diplomatic setbacks. But, “India is 
climbing, firm of sta sod dedicated of purpose," 
(jbose said. The warning shots some permanent mem- 
beis have fired at suggestions that Ji^ja secure a seat in 
tiie Securira Council raise serious'eoneem, not only in 
India, but toroughout tbe developing world If a country 
like India wito nearly one billion people and enormous 
economic and political pototial is doled a pennanat 
seat at toe Security Council, toa wbat ehan*^ do small- 
er Third Worid states have? 
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Free at last? 


Kational mnsenmi^ huilrimg is aew 80 88^ piocess, e^iCClSl- 
ly whm nariwwKiy t- ai Wlff tifllW ghutmed and 

rgttted by maay io^ interutioiial cammumQr. For Yasser 
Aiaftt and Aose FalesdniBOS who will to 6w polte on 20 
Jamiaiy io elect sjKesideDt and 88 council membecs, tbis mon- 
ny, in itself is the yiiioaf y harinager ^ die decu^ inqietus 
; tow a rds a fiee and demoaadc state. 

I But, despite poll results vdiidi teveal did 72 per cent of the 
Palestinians siq^Kst die n agreement signed in Wa^tiog- 
ton last September, and that 68 per cent of tbem indjeated diey 
' would vote ftH* Anfitt in Ifae dectkais, critics are begi mung to 
voice cries of poteDtial find play, even before die voting stuit& 

These n^-sayos also OMieod the scores of rgectionist 

Palestinians, namely supp orters of H«nas and die Popular and , 
TVtnn r nw i ft Fioiits wUl remain imderfqnesented in die new i 
Palestiman Conoefl — an mtetestmg usseirion that four 
Hwmac iwamheia, widi the M«B«ng of Hamas* ^liRhial leader, 
soiriifii Ahmed Yassb^ ate nmnii^ as "indiqiendents” . 

It Itowevcr, always ea^ tt> find foult with such strident 
moves as f« wT N i » g a gove mm enl. After all, not eyerjfone will be 
pleased all of the time. But, a mote prudent policy would be to 

siqiport stqs mwaids demo c racy, however small or prol> 
lematic they may seem. 

With sizable post-election obstacles to overeone, tbe quest 
for Palestinian selfdetetmination is but a distant goal on the 
hnmnn. One sotttvc of coDcen) for Axafot are die rtroQg pock- 
ets of opposition vriiich could provide Isiedi witii a much- 
wanted pretext to stall or stop withdrawal from various cities. 
Moreover, with donor assistance more likely tium not to be 
faiitarf m tiie near future, the PNA’s massive btx^ crisis will 


the areas not yet foiling within die PNA's expanding oordere. 
For the Palestmxans, and olber counliies in die r^un, however, 
the pace of peace could be laxgeW determined by tbe outcome 
of the Palestinian Oslo n-in^pired endeavoms, making widi an 
open mind the best way to ww these dectioos. 
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The Mediterranean’s watehA/orld 




Warnings about the impending dai^ 
gea that wiO afflici ibe delta of the 
Nile io ^ near fiztiire have been dr- 
culating for sane tune. The press had 
been rqilete with doomsday scenanas 
about the imminent inundation of the 
deha by an encroadong Med- 
fterraoeaii, ariose level wili rise in le- 
gp nngg to tfac thaw of the polar and 
other ice caps ffiaf will come about as 
a Rsuh of global wanning. Altbou^ 
the rise in sea level wUl affect w 
coastal areas of the world, many have 
Kwigled out Egypt and Bangfodeeh as 
foe most vulnerable to titis lisd botii 
lave large pmndations living in the 
delta fiats of ^ hfik and Ganges riv- 
en, vriwdi lie barely above sea leveL 
Any rise in sea level will overrun 
hffge tracts of land and will does 
many miiHnna of people out of tiieir 
homm. 

In aHritti/wi the drita, according to 
one Amed^ scientist, is undergohig 
gubsideoce, and will, therefore, be iiir 
imrfafwri at a foster rate. Havmg 
drilled and a few shallow 

wells in foe ncHthem reaches of the 
delta, tins adentist came vp with the 
oonelusicm that the delta is «iim*Hing 
at a very fist rate under the wei^ of 
its own sedmients and that if this rale 
oontmues in foe futor^ disastee wfi! 
befoU Egypt and will dislocate mil- 
lions ot people within die qpan of the 
crxning SO years. Ahhoagh this con- 
ctnsioo is based on evideitce that I be- 
lieve is flawed ai^ oontniy to known 
historical foct, the idea of an im- 
piwwiing tUssKter of dimensioiis 
cai^ the attention of bofo die sci- 
ence community and the pre s s. Af- 
ter ^ gettirig access to die media or 
raising nmds fix* scientific research is 
Gonsidecably easier if me boasts sen- 
sational results such as these! 

Despite their appeal, foese dooms- 


Doomsday scenarios of climatic change have led to ^ctravagaht ^lutioiis fbr^ 
the Mediterranean region. Rushdi Said argues for rnore respect for nature 


d^ scenarios should be treated wifo 
coition. Ahboud mc^ sdeotists 
would a^ee tint foe wc^ will vrit- 
ness a warming tread in ^ near fix- 
ture as a tesult of foe inaeased use of 
fosai fuels, many would jndge foem 
scaiarios to be higbb^ ^nemmaWe 
and would consider the suqect of fu- 
ture glim»*ie fluCtUatiODS tO te dOUOr 
mated by ^peculation rather *b«n by 
well-founded a rg um ecL . Our abSity 
to perfect tile ne cegg aiy TnnileHmw aild 
fo^ctive sidlfo m dlfo sukj^ is ha^ 
pe^ by foe fact font we do not have 
as yet a c < .HHprrfifnti ve knowle(te of 
all the foctors that detennine niture 
trends of die cinnaie. Neveifoeless, 
aid wfoaiever the future may bring in 
die wity of climatic flnetuteions, one 
thing is certain and riuuld alleviate 
our fian; foe degree and speed of 
(foange in die foce wca ble fiimre will 
be s^ as to make it manageable. 
Problems of coastal mundation, rixne- 
Kiift adjustments ami r i vig i if^ flooding 
in a wanner ^ypt will occur, H 
seons, at rates diat can well be man- 


ia spite of flie foct that there is Utde 
that Egypt can do to fbrestaU the nn- 
pwidtng dangers of an encroadiing 
sea on a subsid^ ddta, mmy of the 
dorxnsday advocates are advancing 
ideas to foce tiiis situation.' Most 
wi^d advocate foe fimdii^ of. basic 
research to better underatand die ifoe- 
nomenon oFglobal wamiiig, to perfect 
its inivieiitiig and to iugnove OUT pre- 
dictive skills. Others, egyaeiaTly (he 
er^jnouis and conttsettHS, would go a 
stqp furfoer and lobby for funds to 
cany out feasibSi^ studfes of giant 


structures that could be built to eo- 
circle tile endangered diQrea. The 
most grotesque of sin these Itfter Re- 
jects is the recent revived project of 
damming file Gibnltar Str^ in order 
to block the onfy ^ which 

^ MedhszaDeaa Ses foln fin com- 
munication wifo foe world ocean sys- 
tem. The dflimmng nfthfr irtraif wiuld 
convert the sea into a lake whose wa- 
ters, aocoidiiig to the projet^ wmild 
be drained fo ^ dgw aggiima sor- 
Eounding its coasts in order to lower 
its levd. Hus w^ die coastal areas 
would not imly be saved from erosuxi 
or inundation, but all countries ove^ 
looldng tire MetBtea an ean would gain 
new luM as the Mediterranean “lie" 
level became lower.and its shores ad- 
vanced seaward. 

This idea was florted st die b^ 
giwiiwg of the century by a French vi- 
siooaiy and has been picked lately 
by foe emineixt Egyptian architectmal 
engine Sayed Kaiha. Butiftfaepror 
ject had any acoqitaim at tire bo- 
giimmg of me c enUny , it certainly hag 
none today. Tod^w Jatge artificial 
stru ctur es are loolm upon with sus- 
picioD, not ally because of their im- 
pact on the enviroament but also be- 
cause of their poor blowing in cost^ 
ben^t analysis. I know of no sitec- 
national dci^ or respon^le govem- 
ment which world be b tt et&ted . in 
fbidmg a project of tiiete dixnenskms, 
and 1 doiux that any routable sci- 
eatist would find it even wortby of 
consideration. The would l^s found 
out during dus century that the hiqiaGt 
of sbrii. struebnes on tbe balmice of. 
nature is'enoimous and detrfmeaaL' 


In adifition, the G&tto -1180^ 
would be an inmos^de eo^nearing 
feat Ifo mere dimeatioBS are stag-. 

■ gerrng ' It wottld 30 ItilometEes 

in longth and rise mme foah 320 me-- 
treshihei^iL. Iknow of no structure 
that hnmanbesngs have evv bult dist 
isfoathi^ die Ebufo great pyramid 
is-bar^balftiiathei^ Tbemoiuixt- 
of stor^ or fiO, that would be re- 
quntd to make foid -xini^ire structure 
would be about 5,000 to 7,000 million 
cubic metres (conipared to a meie.40 
miliioiD cubic metres for foe Aswmi- 
Bagh Dam). In case the advocates of 
foe pirojeet have ridssed foe fsoblenis 
here, an in^eraioii of tfae configisa- 
tion of die strait’s botto m rixnvs foe 
shallowest pomt to be on the bi^- 
lidgB (difobra "rilT m.oeeanagriqftne 
tomstology) wfoicii sepa a tss die . 
de^ of the Atlantic foe Med- 
iteoanean and is 320 -.metres^^ deep. 
The widfo of tiae strait at tins pomt is. 
about 30 kflometres.- ' . . • 

In addhioa, the baflcfiim of a bar- 
rage here. would have .fo-readniig 
effects; 00 the ealire MedStesranean' 
le^qiL It would pceveot foe fiee 4s- 
. riiaiige of water between the Med-, 
it fei-ranaan sea and tilC Afiantic, 83X100 
tile more saline and heavier sm&ce 
' waters of ^ sea would siidc and xe- 
mrin at the bottom, having' been pi^ 

, vented .fe^ moving across the sill 

- to the Afiantic to be tqdaced by a 
surfime flow fiom tiiat ocean. The 

- tesult wo^ be'a more saline eor 
vinameDt,' which would uWmatoly 

. Ax. t T¥»atw the twifiw irwirTn^ life of tite: 
sea. The loweriag of the sea level 
would also canre die nvets flowing 


into it io' deepen their diaimd a; to 
cope with die new level and wmid 
foe land, to undergo fiiraa'E^.; 

of fitbsiofo teadii^ to foe hw of . 

tile top soil This would have db- 
tftraus effects on foe 
foe entile MediterraneBn ngoa. 
L/meoig the sen levd would riso 
i wifi all pr eseni-diy posts, whl^ 
would so longer^ oo foe' oosbC as 
foe sea rf i cfidw- Tlie coat of ad-' 
jnfliM to tins new Miration wmdd 
‘bepSnlfoive. These ate only a few . 
oi the disastrous effects tiiat could 
nntmf i about if WO wero to prevent tiie 
flee CBCuIatioa of foe wuera of Qte. 

xs wii ipi K fwmi Sol 

Srane 5K ixnnitm years ago a am- 
alar'sitiiatioin occurred nahirally. Ar 
that tiwTg an enotmous eaxfo mm^ 
irawit fpygftA tibe sin below tiie straits 
ai Gfenhar, ufoieh s e p a rates tiw 
;deeps of foe Atlantic and the Uei- 
itezraoean, -to rise above sea level, 
tirasaevexing die Mediiemineaa fixnn 
vfoe worid ocean eysfem. The lesnb 
was foe conveESum of foe Med- 
itezanean Sre into a lake whidi over 
time dried iq> arid was convened into 
a desert of sab as is water ev^Mcat- 
ed. In response to foe omtiinious 
loweriim ^ foe.Tevel of tiie-aea, the 
River^uie essaireted is riumnd and 
deepened b until it fbaned a canyon 
foat was loi^, dewier and as awe- 

m q^rh^ as tte Grand Canyon in Ar- 

Tbe..efifecs of that cat-, 
.acosmic, event imist. have been eiior- 
moos; .fiartmacriy; there were no 
liiwi Mn hmHn^ Rvr ^ at tiie titoC tO 

- safifer tire consequences' of tins enor-. 
mous fiurHeaching calan^ 

.Xhevritarisa (ff-basedpn^essorof 
^logy and former dia&man ef tire . 
^yptiaaOrsiBfisatioRforfjeaioy^^ 
Sunmj^itg. . 


Misplaced optimisni? 

High hopes are pinned on the resumption of the Israeli-Syiian talks. Mohamed 
Sid-Ahmed que^ons whether the optimism should not be nioderaWd 


1995 reviewed 

\^Na8iiibMaMMa 


At tire joint press conference held in Cairo 
fellowtog foe last summit meeting between 
FieridenS Mubarak and Assad, foe Syrian 
president declared tiiat tire Isiaeli-Syiian 
talks bad so fer addressed generalities, not 
qwdfics, a statement that is difiScuh to rec- 
oncile with the current optimistic predictioiis 
of a breakforou^ on tire Syrian mat. Hopes 
iff a radical ebauge cannot be pinned on the 
declared readiness of the proh^oiusts to ex- 
hfiiit flexibili^, nor, for mat matter, on the 
sew medrenism pitposed fiiir tiie Syri^ 
Isradi negotiatums. The previous mechanism 
wliidi en^ in stalemate followed a linear 
course, addressing one difBculty after the 
other. Hus is to be replaced by a non-tinear 
aHJToach, in ^rinch the parties dqiait fiion 
the lecD^iition that the contoitious issues be- 
tween them are so in te u da ted diat dney mast 
be dealt with simultaneously. However, the 
new multtlateial af^iroach by no mema 
reduce the conqjlexity of n^reiatioas be- 
tweoi parties without a conman fiame of 
reference or direct relations at foe sarnmit 
level 

It can be aigued that the concerned parties 
have every imerest in achieving quick re- 
sults. A breaktfaiou^ on the Syrian front is 
cmdal for the Peres government before tire 
Israeli parttamentaiy dertion next June, 
which could r^lace tire need fin- a national 
plebisrite on fbe issue of peace. And, wifo 
tire US presid^al elections erming vp next 
fen, fTfeton is in tere s ted in proving that 
WasUz^ton’s sponsorship of ^ Syiian- 
Israeli folks has been no less successfril than 
its qionsotfoip of other Arab-Isradi nego- 
tiations or of the Dayton folks on Bos^ 
Tbere is also Peres's realisation that a settie- 
ment wifo Syria now would be Less costiy in 
terms of lost opportunitres than it would be 
in future, and Assad’s realisation tint wifo 
Zsraeli-Palestinian negotiations set to address 
the unresolved key issues of Jerusalem, tire 
eettiewMwts and Palestinian sovereigDiy 
year; Syria canrax afford to stay on tiie side- 
lines. Assad is aware too that Rabin’s a^ 
sence finrn tire scene has deprived tbe Israeli 
Labour go yen m ient of much of the cred- 
ibility it enjeyed wifo the sileot mqority, and 
foat if n^otiations sfoU on tiie Syrian front. 


this would lend credence to die likud argu- 
ment that tire peace process has cozn- 
pcomised Israel's secmily without offering it 
the benefits of an overall peace. 

The ^oestioi remains, however, how to 
overcome tire discrepancy between the will 
of the parties and a mectfooism that does not 
hel^ translate ^ wUl into rea^. Tire 
easiest way m^t seem to be tbe initiation of 
direct n^otiatians between Assad and Peres, 
but before Assad can embark on airy such 
mitirre, be xrujst receive assurances from Is- 
rael through unilateral statements of ffitMit, 
that conditions arc now ripe for the peace 
process to become irreversible. Of course. Is- 
rad will require counter-assurances m letunL 
Peres has already taken st^ .in this dttec- 
tion, declaring foat Israel is prepared to pa^ 
tire price of peace with Syria, and that it is 
DOW rea^ to n^otiate wkboot prior condi- 
tiois. Sti^ these eseprcssions of £^>od feith 
do not meet Syrian hopes for a declaration of. 
piinople that would pi^de the iregoti^ons 
vritii a dev peppective- of what their ul- 
timate rfojective is. The Nine Points {noiiosed 
by Israd as a procedural fiasrewoik for the 
resuzrqrtioa of negotiations make a distinctum 
between tire issues of contention, such as tire 
extent ^witiidiawal flom tbe Golan and tire . 
nature of peace, and tixise vriudi axe ameo^' 
able to aohttion, sudi as tire water problem in 
the Golan and tire post-peare prospe^ The 
sfotemeants of inteot retpured at tins junctme 
should touch on tbe issues of contention, 
such as a milateia! Israeli declaration reo- 
(^tising Syria's aoveteigiity' over tire Golan. 

lire most promising sfe*g»ti«ir to eme^ 
so fer from tbe Isradi dde is Secinity Min- 
istv Mdfihe Shahal’s dedaration that “Israd 
is occupying tbe Golan not fiv histMical rea- 
sons, but fin strategic reraons," and that “tire 
time has come to use tiiis evd in exduDK 
fiir red peace." In odier words, if peace is 
achieved, Israel would no longer ne^ to re- 
tain tbe GolaiL On tire other hand, Israeli dai- 
ly Yadoket AMaronot attributed to tire Syrian 
negotiators the unoffidal statement th^ in 
exdianae foe a total Israeli withfoawal from 
the Goim and Ldianon, is ready to es- 
tablish fun dqilanatic relations wifo Israel 
Peres's recent admission tiiat Israd 1w a 


inidev .cqiabilzly. wfaidi it is xeadty to re- 
linquish in exdnnge fiir peacewitii all sfettes 
of lire r^fon, flioiqfo trn«fe m a di f feie a it 
context, could serve as a precedent to tire' 

imilaitaral tf l Hl wi i iwnte of fotwi* We 316 pn^ 

posing. Egyptian Fordgn Msmsfor Amr 
Kioussa fate described tire adririssibii as **po^ 
ttive”, tiiough reqmrit^ “firttirer civ-' 
ificatioa". lodered, imury Awjpart^ 
lieve that ferad^s 'insisteDce on oonsideerng 
its nudev capability, wife the issues 
of Jerusalem and I^lertiman ' sovereignty^ 
Qon-ni^titiable mdocs tbe peace process do^ 
er to a Aiirurt- than to an M pritahift airange- 
menL Nctf have flierr q^ndrensknis b^ al- 
layed by foe attenqit Ity laa^ Fore^ 
htois^ Oiod-Bn^ to dowi^i^ the im-.. 
pofarree of Perm’s admiSMdri wife las 
laratioQ tiiat ‘Tstael’s unclear pplkty has riot ~ 
chaDged, because it is an issue that does not 
touch on tactics or politics, but is vital to Is- , 
rael's future. generations". WbO should we ' 
bdieve, Israd's prime mhuster Petes, :or its 
fianirer duefiof-rtafi^ Barak? 

Tbe real d^r^cance of Peres’s statemeot 
is that is has iified tire vdl of secrecy, and 
hence, a^ivalence, in wUch larad’s midev 
cspaMlity has to so long -b^ 'shrouded. 
J^pw tiirt Israel's jiudear capdrility is a mat- 
te of pife& record, it is bam to see bow fe- 
nd can continne to insist on keeping it off ' 
the ^erida of tile peace talks. once it is 

included on tire r^enda, it oonstitntes a preo-. 
edeiti to all tire issues of c on te iii on tirat Is-, 
tael conriders rxnMi^otiditle. 

One of tire most critical a^ects <xflfebm*s 
a s s a s sin a t i o n is feat .it.has dememstrated tire 
feUarty'of tire 'Israelis’ fagKgf that fogh- pdis- 
ical difforcpces^'imlike those tire Araba^ do 
not enqif into vioknee but are out 

wifoin tbe fianieworic of thdr intetutions. k- 
is now dev that Israelis do kill otirer fecadis' 
to pditical teasdps, inchTding tire pdrire 
ministe. 'What is still more serious, is lhat 
foot^ the iiinn opppsitioD patty, Lflnid, 
condemns vioteoee as a sxide mpditical ex- 
presskm, tirey.sbne tire leer’s inew feat tire 
curreut peace process . undeanines bnd'8 
very idetUity. Wtdi such a deqi .dhrrsion in 
its ranks, Israd would be irnsfolDBn.to bdieve . 
ttteh atone bplds^all tire cards. . . . 


Two imptutant ' adueve- . 
menis todc-jdace inters ■'ffR:'- 
natiopally m 1995. The first ^ 
was tire feiest Pakstinanar: 

'fetiadi mtetHZt- .agreamant 

and preparations, to.'tiie 
Pdestiman GouDcil deof. V 

tioDS. The seoend. was tire. ' . SB;' .J:‘ 
Bosoiaa ttuire, vrindi, de-^ 

-ipite.ils diocteo m niga, will;, - • 

atleartmjbdfi«dih^iiito ' ' i?' 
tire tiyte of tiibte irire have w. 

i been under tiond of de- ' - 
I stniciite over fee last few years.. . 

1 Fofemmg on fitmi foete eveofo oorire prosirects 
toan ^eei D Cut b e t waai brad aod Syria, tiris af- 
ter many yeais-of 'deadlodLlsrad had {aeviously 
. felled to dts^dity an incffiwtitin fin an agreernent, 
and tire Syrians had not shown much eatimaasm 
for .orre^ti^ felled to. g a ar a rttee foe.renan of tire 
GolmHdghts. . 

However; in .tire last few moiifos <ff 1995 fend 
seemed fe realise tire in qiotteiicc of pe^ witii 
Syria, thereby denxmstrvmg- a bomctiai tint 
peace in tiie xc|^ troald zeseuain fiagmezztaiy so 
knig tefoe code vras mcoaqilete. ' 

showed ewqptioed -fiexilril&y when it 
agreed to. xrepitiate wdh brad widiout a pitor b- 
radi cornmiOiiegtto spedfic.coiditiais. 

Irist yev r^fetediw oppotuirities towards tire 
- achrev euMa nt of tire. kind, iff oonqirehensive prace 
(hat has bri%: been ovadne in tire rogfon.- The im- 
poctaot qnestiDQ now is whetirer these op- 
puituziUkscanbe' ca^togted frntfaer tins year. 

Tlretvroriiaanqgativefeatuiesoftiiepastytsv 

fBmiwrmriga and natnrtA diani^ The 

assassination ^ Pceadent Mubirak was a serious 
inddenf de^te its utreiqiecte^ positive cob- 
se^renc^ pq;nto protest against .tire atten^C 
.amoantedto -a vindiratioa of the Preside&t's pop- 
nlat^ atd of tire peoffle's affection tovrards him 
The bcteibmgQftng Egyptian em b a s s y in P ak sfon 
rixiidt at tire heart of tire natioiL 

Last yearns nateral disastera seem to srqqdy tire 
moral, feat out riegfigeoce wa^ to a large extent , 
reqpo nn Me for tire tosses, r ri c ii t t ed. I am l efa riu g 
here, to tire recent Irais cradi disaste, tire worst of 
its'ldiid in Egyiptian htokify. In this mafamcft, we 
cannot lay-tire blame on tee atere, since to ' 

man role in tire should not be under- ! 

estimated ertirer. 

Ba^enai interview by MiAamedSatmawy. \ 


Ti/ee^ 


By Hassan Fouad 


Anticipating ’96 


ROUND-UPS of 1995 and 
predictioDS to 1996 featured 
in most of foe nation’s press 
this week. AMtfnssawar 
published a pboto-maifoge on 
its cover, drdibing it to most 
isqiortant picture of 19^. 
The montage dqiicfo Syrian 
President Hafia Al-Assad sit- 
ting wifo feraeH P rime Mto- 
ister Shimon Peres, and sur- 
rounded by Us President 
Clinton, Pi^deait Miibaia]^ 
King Uussehi, Lebanese Pres- 
ident Hiawi and Head of tire 
Palestiruan National Authority 
Yasser ArafeL 


that this win bqipea in 1996 
since Parra is serious 

in his'quest to peace wifo 
Syria and desnra a com- 
prehmsive peace with the Ar- 
abs. He would like to see a 
new Middle East order in 
which Israel would lave a 
qrec^ pivre, peace^y co- 
existing with its neighbours. 
But Pet ra feces an Israeli so- 
ciety which is rfivided 
the issue of peace and hawks 
in the milifoty goverrb- 
molt who may harden their 
stances on to pr etext that Is- 


Qlogical drat hostilities be- 
tween foe Arabs and Taraa) 
should come to an end -while 
difiereuces between Arab 
states continue. And h is also 
illogical that the deteiatatkm 
in Iraq should continue to 
reach a deroerate state of hun- 
ger to the Iraqi pe^le and a 
slate of divisioD whiw tiirrat- 
ens the unity of nation." 

Rm El-YoasseTs pre- 
dictioos to 1996 iaclude: a 
limited Egyptian cabinet te- 
sbnfile will in-volve 6-8 
ministeis and a larger number 

of governors; teik- 

sioD on the bor- 


Tnside , Editor- sion on the bor- 

*ne o^tcmUng feaH^e of this is ^ 

med, ‘'The thcit it moy be the year for a next summer; the 

comprehensive peace settlement There pronmi^on of 

ture of tins yev IS . ^ j jV ^ ^ ^ ■ j f ■ a new Dress law 

that it may be to IS a good cHance duU Assod mil shake after tiie^etkA 

yev for a com- hands With Peres, beginning a new phase of the hn- 
prehensive ® ® ^ priwnmgnt 

^ement Tbere in the Middle Eost peoCB prOCBSS eJaute and to in- 
is a good cha n ce Makr am Mohriined Ahmed tontion of fines; 

tot tire ice on tire foe disgrace of 

Syrian-fecaeli — ^ iMti<wMii fiioitT 
track will thaw and that Pres- raeli security would be com- ball team iqxKi return Act 
utent Assad will shake hands promised by a full -wifodnwal JitoimetoitiS to defeat of 
with Isradi Premrer s>»i«inn feom tire Gdan to Egyptian spmts mtMnn m. 

FUres, beginning a new phase fri October rnggasrinB tire Atlanta; Pterideat Efefez Al- 
m the Middle Erat peace pro- cow stray was eotitied Assad as star of tbe yev afier 
cess. If tills takes place, tiien *76806 wifo Israel and Arab agoing an aereameni witii .fe- 
to picture of 1996 vAu be rqiprodremenf*. Editor-zn- rad in stibtwm and recaving 
one drawn by President Clin- Chref Ragab EJ-Banna wrote to Nobel Peace Prite at tire 
ton, who promises that to a tiuee-page artiele in which end of to yea^ the break-' 
Syriait-Israeli peace agree- he said: *T1ilk ^out peace down of tire Rnmia peace ^ 
ment will be rigned soon at a wfei tnad, nriudr is pro- crafe Tansu Ciller’s 


EI-TMiand wrote «l article 
entitied ."1996 — . Slieogtii- 
ennig peace wifo democracy”, 
in wfaidi be said,, tire 

advent of a final- peace settie- 
meat in to Midto East; we 
riionld'adc.* What next? Ban 
we really achieved peara?' I 
do. not tiiink so. Adiieving 
pea^ in my opinite, ineaDS 
getting rid ofto notirai of 
m hostility towards democra t 
ic poBtieal gmgis vbo differ 
m (qikiion wifo to govein- 
mern.” 

In Al-Ahram, Safena Ah- 
med fialawi^ ’ 
wrote in his daily 
cokmin, nndv to n\ 


tore canqul. Temaia and to 
^in^ra of inteiiQ^mri^ju^ 

■ On tire occasioii of tire start 
of- tire newly-efected People’s 
Astembly terra, -under- to 
beadlme "Ourrigl^*^, Ahmiiii 
Ri^ah wrote irilds firaot-page 
weo^ oolmxm ht AUihar 
B-Yom: ^Sinoe tire- Frame's 
AssemUy has , ^ivoverr to 
tdeviai^ of its sessions, it is 
my X2^ to to sessfom m 
fidl iterer foan bits and piec- 
es.. It is riiy right to see to 
epeeSegs read out tiie xianres'of - 


approval or. does he not vote 
becansB be is fev asleqi? Is 
bis. conduct re^eefoUe. or 
. does he.gq around beggmg.ior 
niinistecs’ sigaatnira? I want 
to sit hi firaii of tire tdevisfoo ' 
set to see how tire futiite of 
nry fenfoy is <*****™«"*«4 1 do 
not ward to lose and 

switdi over to' wato Boogie, 
and TfeROorr [a difelren’s pro- 


fc prmt^ gioiqis-wao di^ my xignt to see' sessrom m On to page. nsrahlB 
m (qikiion with tire govern- fidl latirer tiian bits and pieo- Sa*da, editor-in-^ef of Att- 
nrern.” ra. It is riiy right to see to bar EH-Yom wrote an artide 

In AhAhram, Salana Ah- speakv read out tiie xiamra* of entitled ‘Tsooruce and baefi- 

^ ^ ^ ^ waidness" in 

witomhisd^ he- said: 

SiT^’y^ to about peace with Israel should be "Terrorism fend 
accompanied by talk about an Arab 
^ to It is Ulbgical that ““pMnt p«»pte» 

50 fo aiiniveisvy hostilities between the Arabs and Israel fon^^” £ 
should come to an end whih d^erences wrte 

^ to atomic between Arab States contome*} a to^Ss^S 

tir_ij - : ^ • take actioo 


large c er e m orty at to White 
House. 

''Tbere is a good chance 


c ftwti u g in many fields, sbtod 
be accompanied by talk about 
an Arab rapprodumesL Zt is 


sigai^ an agreemeut wifo . Is- 
rael in snhnrm smA xacraViOg 

the Nobel Peace Pito at tire 
end of to yea^ to break-' 
down of to Bosnia peace ao- 
crafe Tansu Ciller’s 
popularity; and tire weakoimg 
of to yen ^diist to tellv. 

Edter-jn-Chief Matonood 


ping to atomic tfetW^. 
bforib on . Japan, 
to end of tire 
Second . Wodd-*^^“^“ 
Wv and to ereafem Of to 
United Nations. Ife said: *^Af- 
'te SO years foe world has 
felled to stop nudev tesfoig; 
supfnes Naa and Fascist 
grains, close down eooeeidxar 
tiOD camps, or prevent ethnic 
eleansnig. Tbere is no solut w c 
to to ptobtens the United 
Natirais was created to sol^: 
■Asaresntl SOyeaisoffauimui 
ej^ieiience haye passed m 
vam " tire of miclear- 
war remato radan and. tor-; 


the absentees and see those 
who attend. It is my right to 
see' the voting ptoeedme aod 

rig^.'to' ^ 

tivfoioa of to bond which 
shows fee nmnbv of tiiose 
'foasest; duse in a p pro v a l and 
. .tore . ubo -oppora as well as 
•those, who ustain. It is my 
right to see the d^uty 1 voted 
to' Dora . be st^ for to 
people or is he- iherely a tool 
to pass to govenuneiit’s 
Does bjS ete bfe vote in 


Cbi to bade page of Alfe? 
bar EtYosa, Mris^ kab 
wrote' in hfe cnhnnnj **lbe, 
-^Syptien {ness has become -a 
vafarerable target • — every - 
Ton^ Didc andHoty wnttsto 
file a Suit against- .a jorirnalist 
in order to inqirison hBOi. fe it 
tiot encm^ that we have to.' 
oonteod wifo tire' new' pirasi 
law? -Now everyone '(to: 
wato his by 

tiie^neiws agencies !fiks a suit 
agmnst a jouisalisL*’ - 
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Salama A. Saiama 


Democratic 
transition 
1995 — 1996 


Last year tbe world witnessed 

a ^ber of boportaDt decto- 
rd battles in a great mm.h^ 
of countries. East and West, 

and equally Hds year will wit- 
ness a miiBber of no less sig- 
nificast electoral battles ^ 
peeial^ in Ifae West TTiese 
eoitfeffi may well lead to izir 
ttmational diaqge in a va- 
riety of directions, thus af- 
fisctmg a number of cimatf 
i^ues and regional 



of power. Whether they took 

in 1995, or will take 

in 1996. ftese elections 
win certainly govern ehanga 
zn the worid political arena 
until the end of this century 
and wdl into the oesct one. 

It is worth noting however, 
that the elections that took 
idaM last year did not have a 
decisive inqnct .on the pro- 
cess of tlfmnrw^tiaati^ jg |6e 
world. This has been the 
case in Egypt as in RMfff ia. 
Tudcey and Algeria. 

In ^gypt, the overw helmin g 
majority of parliarnentaiy 
seats remained in the h*wiy 
of die rnlhig Natkn^ Den)- 
ocratic Party — Km- 

iting ^ ^>ace available for 
otqMsrtion and party phnal- 
ism. In Russia, political fiKc- 
es were so fragmented tto 
noTC was able to wsn a suf- 
ficient majority to enable h to 
chan^ tte status quo. And 
despite the Coonmnust Patty 
obtaining a huger nttmher of 
seats, real power remains in 
^ bands M Fresideot Ydt- 
«n_ fo Turkey, <^»gtige eame 
in the opposite ditectioa, as 
the success of foe blamic Ra- 
foh Patty in obtdning a ma- 
jori^ at foe elections bas pot 
tbe vdiole secularist regime in 
Tutkey in jer^nrify, wifo all 
foe cm is e qu ences foils may 
hold for foe coDDtty in 1996. 
.in Polaod, foongh Ac new 

r\in imun i«f< haVC manugwH 

to achieve a stfostantial vie- 
tdcy, tins win, uevertiiBless, 
faa^ to be coiqried with a 
dal of sda p ta ti a a on the part 

the cutient Polish govern- 
ineat if tile couuliy is to meet 
foe challenges of political and 
f-titmgfffl These 
wiU cooie as the oonaequaice 
of tile Poles* ambition, to jew 
iiHiiiM iieam Europe aod its 
various instihitiaiis, a cause 
diat tile fon ffer Communist 


4 pButieshavemadetiiekown. " 
lo Algeria,-tiK preriden t ia l 
elections luve helped to 


create a breatimig ^pece, to 
srene extent, vriuch miQf aid 
in finding a sedmion to tibe 
Algerian dilemma. Tbe eleo- 
tiems also ctesrty diowed die 
extent to which the Algerum 
people have become M im 
vi^ political violence in aU 
its foems. Nevertiieless. tins 
pootive result may quidtiy 
evaporat^ if no inad action 
in me forection m stability, 
and to put an end to violence 
and teixorism is taken, then 
the positive gains of the elec- 
tion m^ wdl be lost 
Ihe electoral battles sched- 
uled for 1996 are emected to 
be decirive: top of tiie list 
here is die American pres- 
idential election, wfaitfo u al- 
ready exerting {Udnmnazy 
pressures. Parallel to these, 



tbe general elections in Istael, 
where for the first time the 
prinre mhuster will be elected 
on a smaiate ticket, are 
equally sigoificanL Meedless 
to say both campaigns will 
have definite on tbe 

advance of die peace process 
in die Middle ^st and on the 

stability of the region. 

In a . fow days time the 
world will witness the first 
for a Palestinian 
T jtgtaiari vft CounciL A pres- 
ident for the Palestinian Na- 
tional Auiiimiiy (PLA) wiQ 
also be elected ty direct M- 
loL A^ again, it goes wii^ 
out saying tiiat the worid wfll 
judge die Palestinian dem- 
ocratic esqierience, and, for 
that matt e r, the tifoole dem- 
ocratic {uocess in tiie Arab 
Worid, 1^ conqiarison with 
how foe elections are con- 
ducted in IsraeL 

As for what 1996 bolds for 
Western EuF^ie, the 1995 
French elections were an im- 
poEtant indication as fiir as 
foe results of ofoer elections 
in ofoer European countries 
ip die future are cx)pcemed 
In Spain, tte ruling Socialist 
Party is set to enter a fierce 
foat threatens its con- 
riniazig nile; in Italy, the d^ 
oiestic situatimi, wfoufo gets 
mote complicated by foe day, 
may wdl see early dectio^ 
and these will come at foe 
f«na as Italy bolds me 
pigsidency of the Eo w^ysu 
[taioo. In Britain, foe pimae • 
Qunister. John Major, is rac- 
ing problems foat may 

him to announce gMecald^ 

tions before fbedr scbediiM 

date. If we add to this bst foe 

pmsdential elections in ^ 
^ which will deesde b^ 

ibe fate ofYdsin and foe fii- 

mie of the ecpoontic reftinn 
mogrannne, tbdi foe one Siu fl 
^ctioD that we 
Sfoatffi 1996 foe worid win 
see many new faces and 

piany UCW duectiOTS. 
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Proscribing progress 


Some societies are more ctmable dun others of funushing dteir 
members with security and health and foeiefore foe possibil^ 
of h y i pptwa«. And 8S s general rule of fomub those societies 
triiich are will^ to capiralise and make tbe most of technolog- 
ical advances are diose best equqiped to satisfy tbe needs of 
their pcqnilatitxis. 

Of course, there are value systems foat oper^ beyond tbe 
realm of scieoce. Civilisations did flourish vrithout foe sci- 
entific inetbods that have been developed since the 17fo cen- 
tuzy. But tbe ^ is foat foose societies diat fail to cap- 
xtalise on the afo^es made in the last diird of foe pres^ 
mil lennium neglect the well being of tbeir members. Tbey ig- 
nore the moral obligation to minimise, whenever possible, the 
suffarings of innocent people. 

The efforts of some fsnatics to set up an opposition between 
science and religioD constitutes, in foe end, nodring more dian 
an assault on reOgjm itself. The tenets of the revealed reli^oos 
bear, after all, a strikmg similorify. We are mid to love our 
ueiglibours, to be kind m parents ^ children, not to lie m m 
steal We are exhorted to show compassion to those less fbr^ 
tunate than ourselves. In shent, we are obliged to do whatever is 
within our power not to hinder tbe pro g ress of humanity to- 
wards a more equit^le, more fulfilling existence. 

Humanify fac» a dilemma. There is the 
religious impulse, m improve tbe lot of 
every single individual and dieu there are 
those fanatics, mistakenly thought of as 
ultra-religious, who proscribe such im- 
provements. Ihey deny foe historical and 
cultural specificities of r^'gious m- 
junctioDS, and tbe result of their pro- 
scription is m deny mankind the benefit of 
any advance that has taken place, in the 
realms of medicine, health, educatioi^ ag- 
riculture etc in the past several centuries. 



Thuweek'sSoapboxspeaJcerisaprofisssorqf Samir Hshiini 
laboratory met&ime at Ain Shoots University, gatiftlt 


Whither the future? 


What trin Egypt kxdc like in die year 2020? 
Surely we need an image of where we want 
to be in foe future to assess sriiat is going-on 
now, and wbri shraild be dooe^ in die national 
economy and in sociefy as a whole. But, tin 
now we have bad only eotoparisons with 
Nasser's levohitUHiaiy period, wifo Sadat's 
i^itak and wifo a fictitious image 

of Eacouk's regime. But iriiat we •tnAnrmtrs 
today win aSiect not foe past but die future. 

S<^ actions can be obriously commend- 
able in foe short or mefonm tenos and be- 
come disastrous in foe long teem. A good ex- 
an^le is the case of twmeing ig Greater 
Cairo. In the fifties tbe government invested 
heavily in socisl bousmg. This eased foe cri- 
sis provoked by arrest of buildiDg during 

die Worid War H in die longer term dns 
investment increased die ftiD efil^ of em- 
igretiun ftom rural areas to die Doing 

more of foe same placed Cairo on tbe short 
list of migovetnaUe m^alopofises. 

Yet Espt has foe means of bmldiitg al- 
teniative scenarios for its future. The ex- 
pertise is avrilable and waits only to be mob- 
ilised. Mo list of good wishes can ever, after 
all, beax^ilacemcra for diekizid of ooncrete 
wiyrfe pOBSUoriiaQks tO 
ji f Ogr ayt in fnfwfnwttigft and mndrilthg 

The good news is foat a groi^ of leseazrii 


Ismail Sabri Abdallah hails an initiative intended to combat a dearth of future scenarios 


wmkeis gathered by the Third W«id Forum 
is cmrently preparing a majM' project called 
Egypt 2020. The pteliniinaiyphaK mehides 
sen^ a proviaonal list of national long term 
gtvilgj identifying piawwtng tite 

sfody of imsent prevailiDg 1ren<fe in all sec- 
tors, aelecting qvropiiate models, setting a 
timetable and bud^ sebedule and budget. 

It is, of course, inqiossible and completely 
useleu m define goala in monetaxy terms. In 
die first place dim is an riisence of a striik 
referral currency. Yet on tbe odier Hand it ' 
would be smseless to pren^ a list of de- 
veltqnneitt j^ects for iixqileme&tation fotr- 
tbe cnwiing 2S years. What die project 
arniB to produce is a set of feasible scenarios 
among wl^ foe dedskm maker is able to 
dioose. Sdeot^ zeseardi in diis area aims 
only at enlightening the politicians, in- 
crcasiiig options and showing foe positive 
and negative consiliences of each option. 

It is in u M wi M i i t in tfii< jKOCeSS tfMt hitman 
and susiamable development aqiects are re- 
tatned Evcry Egyptian cfaDd must beablelo 
jfti^ its phyrical and mental growfo needs; 
wHeracy, actual and functioiial, must be 


eradicated; job opportunities most be created 
for every eftizeo able and willing to work; 
individnals must be provided with at least six 
square metres of covered habhation; tbe 
pugbc of tbe voy poorest members of so- 
eiefy must be alleviated. 

To achieve these targets an average rate of 
ecooomic growth of at leas sue per cent is 
oee^ — - Le. a rate at least three times high- 
er than ejected demographic growfo. Tbm 
U potiung in this rate. It was 

achieved by Egypt m the early sixties and 
late seventies. Some developing countries re- 
alised BQ average of ei|ht to ten per cent 
over long perio(& Our choice of six per cent 
is prudent if not a bit conservative. Yet it is 
necessary to address tbe base of all develop- 
ment,' namely pc^xilation and natural re- 
sources. 


K is a commooplace that politicians jistify 
their iTmite d piregm 1 ^ pretending ri^ tte 
population growth ‘'swallows” most of tbe 
benefits of econo m ic growth. In Egypt this 
hss to beat valid ai gn t nei it Rtneft tbe' 

late sixties Egypt has been located on the de- 
scending part of the demographic transition 


curve. According to Worid Bank figures, the 
biitfarate declind from 40 per thousand in 
1970 to 31 per thousand in 1992. The most 
gt gnififaiftt demographic is the fer- 

tility rate; it was 5.9 in 1970 and 3.8 in 1992. 
The epcpected rate of population growth in 
2000 is wtftmatad at 1.7 per cent, racb will 
fall to 1.5 per cent, to be on a par wifo levels 
in South Korea and Argentina. 

We have limited M?»raf resources. 
suitable for reclamation ikies not exceed 2 
milUon feddans, and some of it is of very 
poOT qualify. Water supply is even woise. 
According to intcniatio^ treaties, it is en- 
titled to 55.8 billion cubic metres from the 
Nile, a figure that might decrease if Ethiopia 
emh^<8 on large a««ig inigation projects. 
(80 per cent of the Nile water that reaches 
Egypt comes from the Ethiopian plateau.) As 
for mineials. except for bon the country has 
no significant depots of any metal 

Oil will become too expensive to extract 
aroand 2017. Natural gas is nuire abundant, 

' provided it is oof esqicT^ Tbe (mantify, of 
extractable coal In Sinai is negli^le by in- 
temational standards. People re main our only 


mine of wealfo. People, then, must be educat- 
ed and trained. 

Egypt is currently exporting its educated 
and rioUed "excess labour” as a raw materiri. 
The S6 billion in workers’ remittances is 
presently the major source of foreign cur- 
rency, but the ertto side of ftie coin is foat 
there is do addition tti productive assets eor- 
reqiondmg to this revenue, fti foe Natimal 
Accounts systOD the S6 billion does not fi^ 
me in gross domestic product (GDP) but in 
the gross national product (GNP). And as 
wifo any raw material, the coun^ of origb 
would reap the greatest benefits if it also un- 
datook foie procesimig. 

One can only raise the productivity of la- 
bour through advancing Human development 
Egypt 2020 can only point out a p^way, 
producing insights into how mamincturing 
and inter-sectoral relations be directed vis-&- 
vts correlated tedinological change. 

But hopefully Egypt 2020 will attract 
foe attention of ofoer research embes and 
inche them to embark on the business of 
scanning the foture across all sectors in an 
attempt to plot Egypt's sodo-economic 
matrix of Egypt 


TTie writer Is head of the Third World 
Fonun and former minister of planning. 


T6o early to celebrate 


Eveotsin 1995 have finfoer revealed 
trends at bofo TB^anal and inter- 
national levels. We have only to re- 
call tiie dedave criris czeated by 
Ban’s inyasian of Kuwait in ISKK) to 
reuse foat a new epoch is tiie de- 
vdopmeot of foe mtemriioiial and 
Mid^East systems is in tiie mak- 
ing. The broad lines of tins qmch 
were, to a great extent, carved out by 
tiie wify in whirii (he Gulf crisis was 
handled.. . 

At that time, in 1990, tiie slogan of 
the “New Worid Order” was one 
which resounded ftom one end of 
the world to tbe ofoer, and was on 
the lips of aQ world leaders. The 
United Nations Security Council, 
like some yiRR tiiat bad finally been 
released fiom the kmg cqicivify of 
the Cold War, was now free, and 
could solenmly declare that tiie latter 
struggle was over. The United 
States, the largest drittor to the Unit- 
ed Natiems, and one winch had for 
many years shown its disdain ftir tiie 
otganisatioa and had waged a fierce 
war ftgomo it, exerriring manifold 
political and finsKial {uerauies, was 
s iiAimly zealous to pffy its aneara. 
Widiin tins context, maziy believed 
Aat tbe New Worid Older meant 


Looking back at 1995, Hassan Nafe’a argues that the era of American peace may prove very short 


that tiie United Nations was on the 
way to t^iiig into its hands tiie reins 
of ^obal administration, givii^ 
force to tiie princmles and staoriards 
enunciated in its charter. 

This belief^ however, turned out to 
ittpresent the tfy of a rafoer diffarenc 
k£beig; tbe tcutii of the matter, or 
latiier die hidden mass of tiie iceberg 
in question, was dutt tiie Unitra 
States ladier than tiie Uaited Nations 
was to hold the reins of global ad- 
mmistFatioL The United States held 
all tile threads necessaiy to inqile- 
ment its policies, pulling tiie relevant 
ones whra tiie Owerim developed, 
mefoiUs^ forces, distnhutmg costs 
and roles. A voiceless de- 

bate seemed to Ik tafcmg pbee be- 
tween “idealists”, who had a^iired to 
a new world led by the United N»- 
tioDS, 'and “realisfo” who had in- 
tuitivriy realised tiiat we were at Ac 
tineshold of a New World Order 
dmniiiafod by the United States. 

Over tiie years 1990-1995, moefa 
was arid about tbe ci^qise of tiM 
Old World Order, and foe growfo of 


the eszdxyonic new one, wtndi, how- 
ever, is ^11 to be bms. And now, at 
tiK start of 1996, no green shoot has 
ifypeaied in foe deb& Tbe Ihiited 
Nations celebrated its fiftieth an- 
niversaiy in a sad and sombre at- 
mos^iae; masifastatiiHis of joy 
were severely curtailed by tiie & 
nancial constraints that are tiireat- 
ening foe organisation with virtaal 
benknqitcy. Its latest peace-keqring 
task has been a fiasco. 

The expectation that 1995 would 
witnera foe rejuvenation of the Unit- 
ed Nations evqiorated, and foe year 
instead proved to be the very em- 
bodhnextf of the organisation’s fail- 
ures. Instead of bemg a year of ad- 
vance, 1995 was one of rqKated 
vritbdrawals, first from Somalia and 
foim from BosnU, and this latter was 
oot an iKKiouiable withfoawal The 
UN's peacekeeping role 

was swifify ^ed by tbe United 

Possibly because 1995 was an 
electum year in the USA, ft was a 
year of peace agre e ments that bore 


the seal of tire United States. Tbe list 
of agzeemenis includes those af- 
fteting the Middle East, foe 
and Nortiieni Ireland. This “Amer- 
ican peace”, however, does not nec- 
essatfiy carry wifo it the iropUcation 
of stability nor a promise for foe 
well-being of mankind. Violence is 
still bemg exercised in many places, 
sod is taking on new forms and us- 
ing different weapons. Violence, in 
fact, has been tbe most lemaikable 
phenomeDOD of tbe year, aod one 
which has been a global rather than 
an Arab or a regional pheDomcDon. 
The Oklahoma bombing in tbe Unit- 
ed States, foe Supreme Truth mur- 
ders on Japan’s unij aground md 
similar incidents in London attest to 
this truth. More recently, tiie as- 
sassination of Prime Minister Rabin, 
and foe attempt on tiie life of Pres- 
ident Mubarak are among a series of 
attempts on the lives of world lead- 
ers, which even Clintoo and Man- 
dela did not completely escape. 

While violence may have subsided 
a little wifo tiK recent peace achieve- 


ments, foe withdrawal of Israel fiom 
PalestisiaD towns, and tbe re- 
suD^tioD of Israeli-Syrian nego- 
tiations, these have not been enou^ 
to ease tensions. In fiKt new areas of 
tension are surfacing. In Saudi Ara- 
bia. a nsceot series of acts of vi- 
olence have targeted Ac Saudi re- 
gime as much as they have targeted 
tbe US presence in the peninsola. 
The conflict that bas spread fiom Al- 
Bab Ai-Ahmar at the Bab Al- 
Mandab over the island of Hanisb 
Al-Kubra in the Gulf of Is- 

raeli manipolatioiL And tire fiagilify 
of tbe Egyptian-Israeli peace berame 
q^Kient ooce again during the prob- 
lems attendant on foe renewal of the 
Nuclear Proliferation Treaty over tiK 
Israeli nuclear programme. A deeply 
set hatred was expressed in foe coo- 
fosstoD of an faraeli war veteran who 
admitted having killed ^yptian jmis- 
oners of war in foe 1956 and 1967 
wars. Fear and tensioo once 

again at the American Congress’ de- 
cisioD to transfer foe US EmlKSsy in 
Israel from Tel Aviv to Jeniralem, 


and at Israel’s tireless idturatioo that 
“Jerusalem was the united eternal 
oqH&l of Israel” 

While events themselves 
tiK truth that we are living in foe 
epoch of an US rather than an UN 
peace, other events seem to give 
SOUK further clue as to the future. At 
the global level, a turn in the tide 
can be foreseen in Russia and in the 
eastern Europe countries, where 
commonist political parties seem to 
be making a CMoe-badk. At the re- 
gional level the success of the Ra- 
fab Islamic Party in Ttiricey in win- 
rung a majoiify of foe seats in 
paiilament is significant Sudi 
events would seem to insinuate that 
sociafist-democratic regimes m^ Ik 
qnouting fiom the ruins of socialist 
tad Soviet ones. “Moderate” Islamic 
pa^es seem to be mi the rise in the 
Middle East and in the Islamic worid 
in general. If such a tutn in events is 
already to be seen at the end of 
1995, it rm'^t be inte r preted to 
mean that the epoch of tiie “Amer- 
ican peace” could be shorter than 
many have expected. 


The writer is professor of political 
science at Cairo University. 
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Misrepresented 


Sir-1 was surprised to see my statements 
mi &tcp r esc pted m the aiti^ eotitied, 
t^errodsm tops 1 995 events (4MAnsm 
Woddy^ 28 December - 3 Jsxnaiy). 

' TIk OQOQCt'stBtemeat was, “Tte gov- 
ernment, afiaid of stretching the ^laee of 
freedom allowed fhr foe press, had to pot 
lestzictibiK to ciiih such fieediMn as ear- 
ly as posribk. Sndi jfieedom was coo- 
Sfidered by foe gDMRnznest as an abuse.” 

] would be very grateful if you could 
poblifo tins cotrectian. 
DrEodaBadraa 
CbairpcfsoB 

Affiasee fur Arab Women 


December 1995, in Alexandria- There 
was no mmtioo of foe concert in 
aify of the pqKfs. b was only by sheer 
hitt that we knew about tiK gala etn- 
cert. Tbe theatre was nearly empfy and 
we know quite a few people who would 
hfo'e loved to attend had been aware 

of tiK concert What a trendy foat sudi 
exceUent ringers and musiciaziE bad to 

perfonnftg nearly no audi m oe. 

mrOce Kremmittg 
Jan Reinwald 


No audience 

Sir- Id his weddy cohmm ‘Tlam Talk” 
(dMhnzm Weekfyj 7-13 DecemberX 
Musi Saad El-£^ e Tmr rs s rd concern 
gvu tiK b^enqify penbanancea of tiie 
\exy good ensemble of Ac Opera. We 
wonld Ifas to pmride scKiK exenuiles of 
tte veiy trad petfeanance of foe ad- 
vextiring d^Huttncift of fhe Op^ 

TIk opera *Xa Tteviata” wm sched- 
uled to M pedboned fibm 27-30 No- 
veanher 1995. We went by trun .fiom 
Alexandria to .Cairo on tiK 30fo only to 
find tiK riiow cancelled. There was no 
mentioD in tbe Wieddy or the Hdfdo of. 
foe cancdlalioiL 

AootiKT esaagio is the gala conceit, 
^ven in tiK Sifyed Darwirii theatre CO 8 


A children’s Weekly 

Sir- 1 was elated when I read about 
Al-jihram Weekly's ofki far a month- 
ly or annually subscription. I lode for- 
ward to every issue of the pqKr, but 
sometimes, it is very difficult to find 
ft. 

So^ as a teacher of English, 1 Imr- 
ried to tell our headmaster about this 
offer. He agreed to subscribe in Ofder 
to use the paper as a resource for our 
classes' current cvenfa pia^rine . 

Let me suggest that you puNisfa an 
English language ehildm’s magazine 
or ncwsp^Kf to xntioduce children to 
'English at an early age. Such a pub- 
lication would bmefit both children 
and teachers who use the paper for re- 
source material- I hope you cmisider 
ov suggestion. 

AbeerFaronk 

Refaa Al-Tahtawi School 

Sharqiya 


^eiCccUaetd By 


Hani Shukrallah- 


A booming voice falls silent 


He was posribly one of the least dtplomat- 
ic of (fiplomats to have served in the Egyp- 
tian Foreign Ministry. Confrontational un- 
compTOfflising, possessed of a loud 
booming voice and very linle respect for 
utthority, CkiUQcillor Anas Mustafa Kamel 
was also a graduate of what one may eu- 
pbflmstically call tiK ‘Class of *72' — that 
troable-fnaldng group of nationalist-cum- 
left wing student activists who in the early 
1970s were convin^ they bad every right 
to tell President Sadat what to do, and in 
the process save tbe country fiom national 
biimiiwiriftn foreign domination, injustice 
aod autfaoritariaiuscL 

My friend and classmate Anas Mustafa 
Kai^ 42, died of a sudden heart attack 
tins In Beixul where be was serving 
on the staff of foe Egyptian Embassy. A 
maduare of Cairo University’s Faeulfy of 
Economics and Political Soence. (1974), 
be was amnng Gtosl failliaot seboJars 
to have come out of this elite college. As a 
studertt, he took his political science stud- 
ies toore seriously than most of us, and 
was deeply interested in tbe history of 
Arab political tbooght My clearest rec- 
ollections of him during our university 
days were his booni^ voice, the hu^ 
volumes iKid under his arm, and foe image 
of him landing in the facuify corridors, ar- 
guing. almost always, taeatecuy. 


It took time for Anas to ‘settle down'. He 
spent nearly a decade after graduation suing 
foe Foreign Ministiy and writing proUfically. 
Having passed tbe Foreign bfimstry’s gruel- 
ling entrance exams wifo frying colours, the 
ministry bad foni refused to take him for “se- 
curity considerations”, namely his record of 
stid^ acthasm. Noiw of his friends, and 1 
suspect even Anas himself, took the court 
case he initiated against foe ministiy very se- 
riously. We appreciated the miisance value of 
the case, but few believed foat a former stu- 
dent activist and on-goiog trouble-malcer 
could be allowed into foe hi^y polished cor- 
ridors of Egyptian diploinacy. 

Meanwhile, Anas fod little to endear himself 
o the powers that be. He published in foe 
weekly Rose EI-Youssrf, in Al-Ahram*s inter- 
national polities quarterly journal, AlStyassa 
Al-Dcnvlia and its weekly economic magazine, 
Al-Ahram Al-lqussadu asd took part in sever- 
al research projects of the Al-Ahram Centre 
for Political and Strategic Studies. Tbe series 
he wrote on tbe history of Jewish capitalism 
in Egypt was a cover story in Al-Ahram Al- 
Igtissadi for several weeks, and triggered in- 
tense debate. His publish^ books and stud- 
ies on post-revolutioinaiy Iran are considered 
by many to be among the most authoritative 
in foe Arabic langi^e. 

The Foreign Mimstiy had finally taken 
Anas on, and I have little doubt foat its top 


officials soon realised that had he not vi> 
toally forced his way in, they should have 
been out recruiting him- Finesse is not tiK 
only requirement of a diplomat, I am 
ceitaitt mat in the Foreign Ministry’s filing 
cabinets there are outstanding scholarly 
works on Burundi Iran and Lebanon — 
Anas's three overseas postings — in the 
shape of confidential enibassy reports. His 
postings were indicative of the ministry’s 
recognition of his abilities as a political an- 
alysl and he is credited wifo loving in- 
vent^ the concept of “preventive di- 
plomacy”, while serving in Burundi 

ConfiroDtatioiial and imconqiroinising be 
may have been, but he was also a very af- 
fectionate and loyal fiiend, with a great 
sense of humonr. 

lliat be was a happy man at the time of 
his sudden and untUKly death is a source 
of seme solace and deep regret He loved 
his job, and talked of his work with tiK 
same kud of passion he had po ss e ss e d as 
a student activist And possibly more im- 
portantly, he had finally found and married 
the woman of his dreams, Randa, and to- 
gether they bad produced two wonderful 
children. I hope that as foey grow up, six- 
year-old T,amrna and four-year-old Mo- 
hamed will take some solace in realisfaog 
foat their father was an exequionai w 
wsll-loved man. 


... .1 
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While ye may 


David Blake gath- 
ers roses on thin ice 


Cairo Symphony Orchestra; New 
Year's Concert; Cairo Symphony 
Orchestra; Yvonne Barclay, so- 
prano; Ahmed El-Saedi, con- 
ductor; Main Hall. Cairo Opera 
House: i/ December 


What do you ftel about the Blue 
Danube and New Year's Eve? At 
this tune every year they are 
bracketed together for many peo- 
ple in Cairo. Danube, new year, 
nostalgia for die past year, hype 
and hopes fot the coming one. 

Add the chy of Vienna, md the 
dish is irresistibly rich and glam- 
orous. 

Vienna stages such a ball every 
New Year’s Eve in die Staatsop- 
er. It is as much a part of the 
city as the river itself. Hie Da- 
nube means Vienna and Vienna 
means music. The magic knot is 
fbrm^ 

The ceremony has been re- 
peated in Cairo in somewhat re- 
duced circumstances by the Aus- 
trian Cultural Centre. It is a 
festival of the E^ube on the 
Nile. It has become almost as 
popular as football viewing. It 
has eveiytbing — the lovely Cai- 
ro Opera House of spacious vis- 
tas, the Cairo Symphony Or- 
chestra and its coimuctor Ahmed 
El-Saedi and usi^y a star so- 
prano in festive frills with flow- 
ers galore in b«nlfg on and 
around the big stage. The at- 
mosphere envelops and throws 
itself recklessly at the chilly Cai- 
ro audience but the courage pays 
off. The audience is huge and it 
really claps. And at the end, 
when El-Saedi lets things rip 
widi Strauss’s Rad^d^' March, 
diis collection of what is almost 
a cross-section of the Cairo pub- 
lic lets its hair down. The mink- 
coated uid bejewelled meet boys 
in shirt sleeves and all get to 
their feet and root as if for a rug- 
ger match. 

Will it all go on forever? 
These two river cities have only 
their rivers in common. They 
have swallowed up every power 
that has sought to occupy them 
with irresistible irony. In the 
end they are related to nothing 
but themselves. They have a 
unic^ue historical human presence 
— living, not nostalgic, Nile and 
Danube, musical souls. 

There was more soul than usu- 
al at the latest of these concerts. 

From foe roseate cabin of a sta^ 
framed in red flowers and velvet 
curtains, the Cairo Symphony 
Orchestra gave a warm and styl- 
ish flow of sound to the Fle- 
dermaus overture and foe Wiener 
Blut waits. The two opening 
pieces were followed by a sad. Yv< 
strong song from Joharm Strauss* 
seldom heard operetta indigo. 

The evenitig’s soprano, Scot Yvorme 
Barclay, sang this song with a bright, 
light tone and then followed it with 
something congiletely different, Meine 
Herr Marquis, a showpiece of foe sou- 
brette in Die Fledermaus. Like all 
Strauss this is bright and brilliant. 
And Barclay has both these qualities. 
She is breety and confident, and has a 
voice tiiat gets fuller as it rises to high 
tones. 

After the Perpetmun Mobile of 
Strauss, tiie si^irano sang Kari Zeller's 
song about the roses of Tyrol. This 
needed a fuller voice in the middle 
foan Barclay possesses. But she 
knows so well how to put foese op- 
eretta pieces over — and foey are ex- 



earthly anmioctatioii, nof just 
a soprano with a sexy swin to 


Yvonne Barclay 


nemely difficult to sing — that she 
sound^ authentically Viennese which 
is what the evening was about. Al- 
most the best known of all waltzes. 
Tales from the Henna Woods, then 
came, played with a soft, silky tone. 
The Cairo Symphony Orchestra did 
well in catching its sunset, lan- 
guishing. end-of-era sadness. 

Tliese waltzes go on and on, defying 
time, history and repetition. You can 
tire of almost all music if it goes 
throu^ foe grind of over exposure, 
but not, it seems, of these waltzes. 
Even Mahler loses his patina if minced 
by constant use. The Vienna Woods, it 
is apparent, l^ps its freshness in spite 
of not being so green anymore. Was 


the Danube ever blue? But both green 
and blue join to make a great dty of 
Vienna. 

As you listen to the Cairo Sym- 
phony Orchestra, under El-Saed^ go- 
ing through Strauss, the murky side of 
the Danube-Vienna story seldrxn ap- 
pears: foe dark world of Mayeifing 
and how empires are made to work, 
Freud and 1^ sunounding painters, 
poets and playwri^ts, Baron Ochs of 
Rosenkavalier waltzing dirough a 
scatalogicai nightmare, all are k^ 
under wr^. ITie Danube can be 
and dark, but never in Strauss. Who 
cares about the shadows when foe 
froth on foe tr^ is so ravishing? That 
is, if you like the waltz. T^ere are 


Exorcising the everyday 


There are moments of qiiph- 
any and moments of qriph- 
any. And every moment re- 
corded by Adel El-Siwi in his 
curent exhibition at the 
Mashrabiya is privileged. 
There are moments of re- 
membiance (The Old Song) 
and of communication (Ad- 
vice), there are moments of 
discovery, of dancing, pray- 
ing, painting and of in- 
spiration. Even foe painting 
that appears on the poster, en- 
titled Good Morning, records 
an explosive, bred^t eu- 
phoria. 

Given so many moments of 
intensity it is only to be ex- 
pected chat the paintings 
should appear less crowded 
than claustro{foobic. Every- 
thing is fit to burst It is not 
that what lies beyond the 
frame is intimated, it is sim- 
ply tiiat what is in the frame 
di^ not really flt Figures 
hunch to remain in picture, 
crouch, twist and contort to 
keep in frame. Perspectives 
and proportions are m^ulated 
by the necessity of keqiing 
burgeoning forms in place. 

The atmosphere created 
should be overhe^ed. That it 
is not is a result of the quality 
of paint and the mann er in 
which it is applied. Often El- 
Siwi fabricates an aura of 
tianslucence. His painti^ is 
at once watery and luminous. 
Colours slide, one into an- 
other, endi^ often in a sea of 
gr^. Outline is ^lied later, 
in charcoal or pastel 

El-$iwi's mei^ of paint- 
ing mitigates against density. 
HU subjects have little in the 
way of solidity, and though 
they are constrained in seem- 
ingly smalt spaces foey seem. 


Nigel Ryan explores the contents of Adel El-Siwi's transcendent space 






Adnce, one privfleged moment among many 


often, in imminent danger of 
floating away. 

Apart from the two large 
’studies’ of faces — ne Vic- 
tim and The Guard — form is 
seldom articulated via painL 
which is applied, more often 
than not, as backdrop. Colour, 
which bleeds, which is made to 
bleed by dripping water onto 
the still wet painl resolves into 
form only after the drawing of 
outlines. And the outlines, giv- 
en the ordering of El-Siwi*s 
method — colour, water, line 
— are contingent. They hold 
together, as much as it can be 
held, a protoplasmic ev- 
anescence foal is thus made to 
describe fonn. 

El-Siwi's draughtsmanship 
can be whimsical, as in The 
Heart Thief, where broken 
lines delineate two seated fig- 
ures. one holding Ithe other’s?) 


heart. It can be descriptive of 
detail, as in Rembrandt and 
Leonardo, where the two fig- 
ures are distinguished only ^ 
details of costume, Rembrandt 
by hU complicated Dutch col- 
lar and cavalierish bat, Le- 
onardo by his simple. Ren- 
aissance (Kcollete. But it can 
also complicate foe reading of 
details, as in The Tracer — an 
image remmlscent of Blake — 
where the crouched human 
figure U made sligbdy more 
con^>Iex by a conftising pro- 
liferation of limbs. 

Line can also be used to 
create something out of noth- 
ing; in Watehir^ the Sty it im- 
poses a human figure on what 
is otherwise a muted colour 
field. Combined with foe for- 
tuitous juxtaposition of colour, 
and a well chosen title, it acts 
os post-event rationalis^on in 


The Smile. In Daily Dance fois 
process is revosed, witii tiie 
actual stuff of the paint be- . 
ginniiig n> make nofo^ out of 
sometmng. Beneath a table 
lamp of massive proportion 
and proto-Cubist pers pective, 
the dancing figure perftx^ 
looking for all the world like 
one of those pirouetting danc- 
ers found in musical boxes. 
Only her bead disint^rates 
into nothing more than smears 
of paint A little bit of Bacon 
goes a i(^, long 
There is ctmtini^ in Adel 
El-Siwi's vimric, wifo many of 
foe paintmgs in foe cunent 
show utilising foe teclmiques 
and themes of earlier exhibi- 
tions. Italia, a large townscape, 
appears as an attanpt to syn- 
thesise those earlier concerns, 
as foe still life in&nides on foe 
cityseiqM. Per^ieetives are dis- 


tmted, allowing the impres- 
sion of futurist ^loaon. 
The solidity of ardiiteeture is 
subverted by a fragmented 
dynamism — a clue here, 
pediqis, to the origin of extra 
limbs. And foregrounded, or 
foregrounded as much as is 
possible in snefa a vortex, two 
objects from a table top still 
life sit alone in a space fer 
more ambiguous, if 1^ meta- 
phorically loaded, tiiu a de 
CUrico piazza. 

But if anything can be said 
to dominate the cunent ex- 
hibition, it is the h uman foan, 
no matter how dissolute. 
Strangely, that form proves 
remarkably difficult to sex 
unless foe most blatant sig- 
nifieis are on display. The 
dancer in Daily Dance we 
know is female, not bmuse 
she is wearing a dress, but be- 
cause the dr^ is up in 
an erotic Ihtle can can. The 
figure in tine Snakadiarmer is 
male, because diis is a full- 
frontal pose, and we are in- 
vited to qie^ate on the sig- 
nificance of foe relatitmshv 
between the anaifea that 
frame the nude and the snake- 


ciiamier's own phallus. The 
figure in In the Fort is harder. 


to read. One feds foat it must 
be a sailor, should indeed be 
a sailor, because there is. a. 
ship in foe badegjound, . a 
grey mass floating on a 
celestial blue. And then, m 
course, one notices. The fig- 
ure is wearing trousers and, 
foe androgyny of foe torso 
notwitiistanding, is- in Coc- 
teauesque pose. His ami 
reaches across his thi^ Hie 
figure is male, and a sailor to 
boot His momrat of qiifdip 
any is no doubt bo its way. 


Listings 


EXHiSmONS 


ofoer dances, but none so al- 
luring to hear or see. 

Af& foe intermission came 
Strauss poUois and swirlis^ 
variations tiieieon. And tiien 
Ldar, tiie genius wdio, in his 
melocty, paints the lot — the 
entire wi^ of foe River Da- 
nifoe; die fidling stars and 
shooting ffiewmks, coalesce 
into a sheer poetry of deqiair 
which so b^uiles listeners 
that they never bother to eatdi 
the message: before you cad 
the woiid with a vrar first read 
the silks and mtins of jxopb- 
ecy floating in a chiU wnid. 

In tiie songs, that came, in- 
tiiis part of tim concert 
Yvonne-Barclay was only par^ 
daily suecemfiiL Pity so- 
ixano who must exorcise the 
haunting power of Schwarz- 
kopf and Welitsch. Not 
ground from which to. sh^ 
Wlra Barclay sai^ Lehar’s 
Meine L^pen, tiie morbtdezza 
was missiiig. (The term mor- 
bidesa is not exact in this 
emuext, though it is die only 
word which ca:^ies foe 
strangeness of spngs vfoich 
mix recollection of the past 
with the present and gfld the 
lot wifo a smi^ exactiy com- 
mensurate to the eoll^ase of 
an entire world.) Lefaar*s imi- 
sic cliri^ to us like tiie gar- 
ment ofm unwanted «irin_ In 
spite of the dqance, it frig^- 
ens with its beujty. 

The *1101 lips” waltz is sa- 
lutoiy. llie meny widow, as 
giveo by Barclay, skates mer- 
rily but knowingly over tiie. 
tfam ice of the Bmog empire, 
the Danube and the entire un- 
easy edifice of Europe. In her 
black and purple dresses by 
Worth, she is an angiel of un- 


■ Ceacral EihUihiMi 
ZamaUsArts Gmtrdi I A l - Ufl/Am J 
AlSuisrl A. Zemddt. Td 340 
Sill. Daify ae Ri. JOm-lpm A 
Tpm-IOpm. UidfiJoL 


4824. 7am. 

La Lectfiee (198^ daccted by 
MkbdDevaife 

Ls Mbnbiii, ran I (1934), di- 
ty Benmd RwUM^ 8 Jin- 
Lea Mberabka, pert U. 9 Jba,' . 
Maw Bo^ny (1991^ dir e ct ed by 
CSaadaCbmL'lO^. . 


Sdoirt Blantstfrtt .CMk pa- 
letms. 


Y^iOaB . , 

5biatf AdE C^nra Amse n Steve 
7Jan.^m.' 


CfartertRcdW-..: 

Soldi HaU, Opem Wtier, m gtewc. 


The Egypt of Ite Fast 
MBanQilturel Centre. IM-Sheihh ' 
AbUandi St. Zdoalet Tel 340 
8701. Daily JOam-UOpm A ityic 
Uutf 6 Jin 

PtaOtOp^rtW *v hil i i ti an of mom^ 
meets and ’■">*«'*r** fron tbe ar- 

daves of Afteno Mnodofl and the 

Egypdao Museum ofTorino. 


Onemas change iheh- proffvames. 
evayMimde^Theiimmibmpnh 
rided u lafia rMaga ra ^ 
urwl^hbwisetodiedcmti^ 
ehtenosL 


Atinaf AB^ peiftm 


DANCE 


Add EI-SM (Faintiaff) 

tda^ndnya GaBeijh 8 CKon- 
polhoa St, Dowuowh. Td 778 ^3. 
Deify exe Pti, tlem-^en. VnOt II 
JoL 

Recent works by a lewling eon- 
nnSla 


raiwMoaibs 

CdmStvaton, GafeoA Gesb. Td- 
340 6081. Deify 10.30am. Ipm. 
-tfym d Am. AI- 

A b d dllmM St, 

OdlapoUs. Td 293 2071 DaOy 

SJIfym. 630pmd 9J(^ 


Mnia Cbda BUkt 

Mabi Bed. Open Beue. Getre. 

Td 342 0598. 9-{3 Jett. Am. 


THEATRE 


Happy Suaday (PbotngEqibs) 
French Culbo-al Cee^ Uotadm 
Annex. I Madraae AI-Haqouq AI- 
Feremfytt & Moudra. Td ' 3S5 
5725. Daify de Sbn. lOam-^m d 
Ana-Amt. Vndl IIJul ' 


DrepZeoe 

Kahm L 15 Emadeddn St. Dem- 
anen. td 924 8^. Defy lOem: 
Ipm, fyim, fym A 


Oaltecak 

KaimtLnsidievni 


A Ni^ Vkeaa A ■'IheeiaBd Mghti ' 

M- Ctjmh ma fya . Tinmn. . 12 At- 
GmAeafyaSi Td 39f »5& IMtU 
18 Jan. 

Ateticd wrim by Beham ^Tobb 
aad perionaed py Yebia ' El- 
FaUaniB, Angham nd^Ali .El- 


MeakcylVeable • 

AtBerma. AtHaraa Su tXsu. Thf 
3858358. D^ Idea. Ipm, 3pm 


Catro-Berlix GeiZey. 17 Veatef 
Al-Cdndl St, Bd> Al-Lonq. Td393 
1764. Defy exe Sun, I2pm-8pm. 
Vi^ 14 Jd. 

Pholog n^ loder'te'title Egyp^ 
Land Ooder The Blade Son. ' 


A1 Sahera CHib Sonjerea) 

Geeisa dUod. AMtaha. TV 579 
ITTADefyrOpnL ^ 


WnenvoiM 

htero. 35. Tatae ffeh St. Don^ 
town. Td 393 3897. Dedfy' lOnm, 


AldSas^CnwOno) 

AtSdea. Qdr AbAtd SL Id 355 
3484.Ddfy9pm. 


Ipm,- dbHfc 6pm d 
fl AMfyaa St. fkSepo^ TdtSS 
0254. Deify njOpm, SJOpm, 
6J0pm d 9Jlfym. TM. 112 tak- 
rtr A DokkL Td -335 4726. Daify 
3pm.6pm&^m. 


QgiirHBri(Photogi ^fc)^ 

Td 354 2968. 

Daify 9aa-9^ Until 15 Jem. 


Hanea All Ahned (Pafanhw) 
Eqtaee GaUery. I AtSmmhi St. 
DownanwL Td.393 1699. Dqlfy-esc 
Fri, I0nm-2pm 'A "fynur^ni CMS 
ISJOL 


Shewdewu 

FtuBo. 24 Tdaat Barb' A Dona- 
town. Td 575 6561 Ddfy lOam,. 
Ipm, 3^0, 6pm A 9pm, 


jtertaiir Y k ^8hdn (With . Yoir 
FenisHOD, MasMoiI'' 

AkFem. Samse St Td 578 2444. 

Dt^exeMat^930pnk 

A maa pqR;dea^' for nnaiiag 

■ p intf mo ' p B — B lIlO 

tkaii. Pity byMabnwd.EIr'naikld 
die cae d by Gdd n Thailiwi. nai 

nagAlaed BedefreadNemiaie El- 

* 


Abdel Meadw Me^awad (Paisi^ 


bvaslaa ef FtaeC Earth 

RnaO /, 26A Jnfy A Damaatat. 
Td 575 5053. Defy lpe. 3.^m, 
6J(fymA9.^fyaL 


Smena CaUeyi. 36/A Ahmed OhAi 
St, iiohaiiiesibi.Td 3463241 De- 
fy exe FH. ICknn-2J€pm A SJifym- 
9pm. Uail I8Jei. 


-IawiC3-D) 

Mvoti U, axiAava 


Ham Wawa*caa <Wawii*em*a Ludty 
AUhnaefyer . ' 16 AFTe’e Jb 
Bedmi ey a Sl Td 7» 233. Ddfy 
■aeT»ex.lOpHL 

Keoetad' by - Kdadq S- 
BfonaaiMBoul saoiv 2>aM Ab- 
dri Aitt; Mahmoad 'B-Guindi aad 
So'MNasr. . 


a sopimio with a sexy swiri to 
die voice. 

Her best showing of the eve- 
ning was in the most mailing 
song from Ldiar’s .PqgoruRi. 
This music came after tbe de- 
luge of this 1914 War and its 
aftermatiL It is a poignant cry 
for help. The party and the 
deluge are over, but the peo- 
ple are still beautiful and do 
. their best to keqi iqi surfeces. 
Barclay showed bier quality 
and how — in spite m tim 
lack of big waves of gorgeous 
tactile tones — she knew the 
heart of the music and dem- 
onstrated ft. And this was tbe 
heart of the concert One can- 
not ask for more. 

And tiien came tbe dec<»a- 
ticxis. Bye Bye Blue Danube. 
Our vessel is puliing out from 
foe dqMotuxe wharf. Another 
journey gone to tbe past and 
anotiier one coming. We can only 
sink once but the Danube will alwa;^ 
be there. 

The bri^ coloured streamers snap 
in tiie air from weU-wisheis on titt 
vriiarC Our last contact wifo tiie land 
of yestoyear is gone. - And El-Saedi 
and 1^ band thump out foe Strauss Ra- 
detdfy March, llie members of the 
big audience have their mmiieaL They 
stand to ehqi as the military ihytiiais 
founder on. Where is tiie Cairo Opera 
House? In Vienna or Budapest? And 
in what era? Is it all to beg^ again as 
beftne? O...? 

The clause continues — ' enj^r' 
ment, pleasure, release. Plenty. 
Edou^ H^ipy New Year. 


Sony GaBery. AUC AbSmOh Ri- 
hen St. TV 357 54^. Ddfy exe Fri 
A Sd 9an^I2pm A OpeSpm. Cte 
a/29Feb. 

Sd^itt w« the first to tslee pie- 
tms at w»e*» aad.. 9 it.ase-cimens hi . 

snow md lain; the fits njtiotich 
gtqih dcyscnpeis, chMxb aod mr- 
pl«^ aad was one of die pioneers 
rfcolour photogr ap hy. 


DathADunber 
CoxmasB, I2Emadad^St,Denm- 
imm, Td 779 537. Deify lOee. 
Ipm. fynn, 6pm A ^nu - ' 


IV Man WUoM A Shea 


MGM.KeBeyetAMIearSq.Maea. 
7d3S23066. Defy6pmAUfym. 


AUaVObB Loads) . 

.AI-Hewit. P yram ids Read, tSaa. 
■Td 380 3951 Deify ae Dm. 
It^Mon'AFd^m 
SaaSM'MAiaam in *pbv aeti p e- 
.edbynratdcSdMi ' 


Thu IVTiiii—i of btr soil hfn Mo 


IVSaaCaCIme 
Reababiml CdndeheAtmSL 
Td 574 7436.. Deify lOSOenu 
IJOpm. 330pm. 63^ A93tfym.. 
MtBi, ex mane, Ddfy Ipm, 3pm A_ 


haiBcd 

Kbaffl 

J Kefrv Ai-AAdad 
A Dddd. Td 336 
2376. Defy ere Men. 
J0em-6pm.. 

^ypt's laigesr eoUec- 
tKM of niaeteendi cen- 
tury Ettopeaa art, 
aouBsed by the late 
Mahmoad KbalS, ill- 


Mabnoad 


AKSrtdk wal TTfteila (The 

.. BcMifcd md the 

M-Zamekk l3SiiBaretAi-Dcr^ 
2amaUk. Td 34L 0660 Deify 
JOJtfyei, exe-Flri-8Jffym. . . 
Starmi g LaDaXXoiii es^ gemlle 
-aDdovaydBebBeas'tbe w eh ddn . ' 



jfaaaA— fca 

Qaar AMO. -(Mar AI-NU 
St .Tabir. TV 575 0761. 
DdRy_eK'Tiiea,10pm. Min 


Sobhi, di- 
lecnr and lead adnr, in .a 
'aocio-political aOqoiy 
wriaen by. lAdK&Yonnefi 


duding woila by 
Courbet. Van Go^ 
Gaoguin, Manet and 


Egyptian Mettoni 

Tai^ $q. Downtown. 

Td 575 43i9. Daily 

exe Fri. 9am-43lhm. StmtSYeBuns 
Fri 9am-IIJuam, 

I.Stfym-43tfym. 

Ad outsiandiiw collection of Pha- 
raomc and Punennic ti e asuies and 
ihg conttovcmRl numnitBs* 


L«4r . 

BeBoom. Cenkhe Al-m 
Agauxa^Td 347 1718. Dai- 
ly exe Tims. 9pm. 

MoBCal atemig Ftyza Ka- 
wwl, Mohaaaed EI-H^fv 
and’MobaBiedNoiilt. ~ 


Coptic Mnaenai 

Jlfor G&gn. Oid Cedre. Td 362 
8766. Ddfy acc FH, 9am-^im: Fri 

lpm-4pm. 

Fooaded b .1910, die museum boua- 
b' tiw fined and bigest cdUectioo of 
Co^ art and titefiett b the world. 


B r av ch cai t 

Ransb HUton U, aa abaae. Defy 
Iinu. 63(fym A nditegte. 

TOm I Near Cty. Td 262 9407. 
Deify 1030am. 330pm. 63tfym A 
93tfym. 


. . '■ Ye Nil Efbaaaie (Try |o 

.Undeaiaad,Pe(qile) 
Fbati^ Theatre, Fatma Rdshih St 
Td 363 8783. Defy 9.30pm. 
Staaing Ernad Rasfaad, Dba Ab- 
daBdi and Hasan Kami 


Af-Garage (Tbe Oange) 

Idbmd. 38 Tdaat Barb St Dom- 
utmt Td 574 5656. Dt^.aeon. 
33epm.S30pm,A83ifyai 


StM*a AMNank (Ctekad Dance) 
iCamL TdaatHarbSt Td 767086 
Deify esc Tkea^ IMn. 

Siaqbg Ntmdi El-Moogi widi Mo- 
tan^'/dldPliasa^ aod-Aida Rbd. 


UarnkMusetni 

I Pei SM ^ Ahmed Maher A. Bab 
' At^KhOq. Td 390 9930^90 1S2& 
Defy etc Fri. 9an-4pm; Fri 9am- 
1130am, I30pm-4pm. 

A yart coOeetKm of lalrnde arts and 
.crafts bchidbg madmbfya, batto* 
ware ceRiiiica,*ie9(tiles, woodwotfc 
if- antLooni'diawii fton'Egyp^t Fa- 
draid, AyyuUd and Maml^ ^ 
fioda and odwr coobiiks b tbe » 
lamic wodd. 


Abn ZcM Zasananb (The Abo 
ZodOfSaTbie) - 
Z2te n. Boar Ofy. Td "262 9407. 
D^J030M 330pm. frSO^ a 


Bmiorffl latasM (BaUonl b b- 
taobnl) 

HBtpa Seatm. Conkhe AMBL Td 
574 7435 iOpm,.Sm 
Samir Gbansni' with miMiin 
SbAbe m yet anodler eoaedy. 


Tayonr Al-Zatas (Biiifa M dw 
Dark) 

Diana. 17 AbABi St EmadeddiH. 
TV 924 727. DaOy I0mn. lpm. ^ 
6pmA!pm. 


Muaenm oTModen Egypttaa Art 
(fymra House (homida. Gesira. Td 
340 6861. Ddfy exe Mon. lOem- 
IpmAfyxn-9pm. 

A painaaeiu iB^ptay of paintbgs 
anti scu4itiire the modem 

art m o vement in Egypt, from hs ear- 
liertfnaeeentoteeatpnctidonetB. ■ 


AI-HabnZecMfSeV 
Coamea 4 12 EmOdeddbi A Dawn- ■ 
toiwL Td 779 537. Da^ lOen. 
ipm. fym. 6pm A 9pm. RacK Ray 
MH&eppMTd258(M44.Dtdfy 
lOem Mq A 9pm. 


I ■ Wahih Ififila (Tlisin ufThal) 
AMtanaA Bmadeddm. Td 591 
3697. DeRy ae Wed lOmn. Tima 
830pm. 

Sanmg Ptomri, Maradonb Abdd- 
AOm'm Hanan Et-Torid 


Mohamed Nagui Mnaan 
ChAtean Pyramids. 9 Uahmond AJ- 
-&Aidi'St Gbu. 

A uBWf Hill. devoted to ds pebtbgs 
ofMobamedNagni (1888-1956). . 


£mra*a BmC *Arih Mbr (The 
Woman Who Shot^ . EgniCs 
Ihreoe) ' 

•LUe. 3 Bnadeddbt Sl^ Dewiianmt 
Td934 2^-Dtdy lOmt I/mi,3pm. 
AnaASfym. 


IfawwMd Ya...CneMe Up„) 
AI-GdAa. Abdd-Asda AUSeond, 
Mead. TV 364 4160. D^ 10pm. 

FriM^ 

A !"»»»«■* bvolvbg exteuBve bel- 
tytianctwby nfi Abdou. AIm star- 
. rnigMafiat Saldi and aierif Mou- 


HRJSIC 


NadanlOrcai 

Nat la Ae BaBoon Theatre. AI-NU 
A Candehe Ai-NU, AhAgoBa. TV 
3470611 Daily exe Wed. fyim. 


LECTURES 


Mnbmond MokhtarMnsenm 

Tahrir Su Gerira, Defy esc Sun and 
Mon, 9aei-l30pm. 

A peanment colkcdon cf work by 
die aculptor Mihmood Midefatar (d 
1934X whese-graniie mohumeat to 
Saad Za^ilaul ataadi near Qaar Al- 
NEBridga. 


BaBo M aa g nsa Op ei e . 

Mabi Han, Opera House. Gexra. 

Td 342 0598. 4 Jan. ^ 

The Qwir, . Oidieatra. aad Ballet' 


FHJHS 


Sdotee bebdenaam Kaai,'W- 
id- 'Komyon, Mona Rafla. Iman 
Mnsaft, CsDl Bye^ and Awuef 
'El-SbarqawL 


na Dnwn Of The Amnna Period 

BrOah . CetmeO, 192 AMM A 
Ageae. Td 30! 0319.4 Jet. fynn. 
Lecture by Aidan Dbtem, ecaa- 
laoral tmor, Utnvetniy of LondotL 


Icri, Og^ S Domaal (Yeastitay, 
Tochy And Tomotiow) 

Ila&ai CuUural Centre. 3 AlShelik 
AJMenqfi A Zmdek Td 340 
BT9I.9JmMn. 

[Xierted ^ Vklorio de Sea (1963); 
atarrbg S^dna Loren a^ MatoeBo 
Mastroiuu. 


. Cbm Boom Oreheatra . 
iram Hall, Operu Heae, aa drone. 
5Jan,8pat 

Kanist'Mouahna lam, oondneted by 
YoaaaefEl-SiaL 


TVLadyMaM 

SmeB HdI..Qpm UetM-eaebeve. 


SmeBHi 
5-6 Jan. 
Nevbe> 


perfbnna.. 


AH' bfiMmadon conecr at <»««« of 
genig to pros. Hoitever, it lanabs 
vw to dwek with vomea first, 
abce pngrammes, *»»*«» and dmes 
are sirigeet to at very abort 

. ootbe. 

Heaae^ ta l ephcn e or send b- 
.finmaiion to i JwmM AI-Ahrem 
Weeify, Galaa A Catro. Tel ' 
5786d64. Fax 5786889/833. 


RenehFBma 

Freneb ■ Cdaird. Centre, 27 Sebri . 
Abn Aldm A HAepoUs. Td 417 


FlaaoRedial - 

Mata Han, Opera Haiae,.a dmee. 

7 Jan. ^m, • . 


'CoinpB&dby 

hiyEHUahef 


Around the galleries 


EXIRA GkDery shows 28 pai«t¥«pg^ most wifo an 
Alcxsndnan flicme, by W^di WahaJii Boqphgtic 
briishgtttriofis and a predominanco of bluo cmitributc 


PatrAwotk wsill TiawgingB ^ i jSes ff-ffahf ni aio 
OD show, in tiu Opera House Rmuid Gaflitfy. 

' Mostly oS landscapes, tiiey dirolay atten- 

tiontodetaiL 

The space at DuiMhbf^Bcry is gtyen overto land- 
;sc^ies;by leAtSng puMiefiring and M m t gm i M i r w fy 
Egyp^ artists Al-Banager (tiays host to 
the annual exhilxtkNi of woks by artists reedviug 
govemmeatal feUowsh^ This -year 17 artists, 

working m a variety of jQMdia, have parti^aied. 9> 

T he Za mafek Arts CCTtre plays host to tiie 24fo " 
Annual Gcnetal Exhibition. AnMMratiieinoreBtfeF- 

* Wl AnafwAMta. bwM — -*** - ■ ■ a an nn m 


iigta^ic and feUfUwiw 

mis Sbeliata, Saad KmmI’s 


WagfoEabasU 


(tf fantastic creatures drawn from 
. popular-; mytiiology, and neo-Pharaonic 'granite 
sculptures^ Abdel-Badte Alritrl flajj' 


fAvhwedbyNmWFmtMMhH 








■I/ 










® ® Palestinian poet, bom in Detr Ghassanah on the 
collection of poems, LaOah h4ajnounah 
Ai appears In Cairo this month. Ws oflier coilections are: 

^To^wat-'Adat al-Taqwin (Deluge and Regeneration. 1972); Fa- 
a-Shams (A Palestinian In the Sun, 1974); Nashid m-faqr 
««osa*^ (A Song for Anned Poverty, 1976)LAMn/ Tanshour As- 
(The Earth gives up its Secrets. 1978); OasaW at-Rasif 
(Poems from the Sidewalks, 1980); Tai aFShatat (Prolonged Dl- 
^^ra, 1987); Aindama Nah^l (Wh^ we Meet, 1992); Ranat aHbra 
^ 1993); and Qasald Moukhtarah (Selected Poems, 1994). 

n»e lollovring 6 short poems are from his forthcoming cc^lection; Man- 

tk;f aMCa’naf (The Ser^ of Things) 


SiliMWit aairf- 

Ihidi seeds DO doaoence. 

I After ibedesSh<^uehcxseman 
n>eho md »6 ua dhorae 
Sqrs evaytfazng 
^Wkciat saying ft thing. 

Eadwace 

Of lus grandxnolher the djild said: 

Inherisst days 
Death sat in her lap. 

She petted hini, was loving, 

Toldhimahaiiy 

And ftiB two tm asleep at die same SKxnenL 

ne Drowned Sh^ 

Hie shqtwiedc said: 

Here at the bottom 
Adventnrgs look fijT trea sur e, 

The pcdke for the bodies te dead, 

Insotaace companies for pretexts; 

" Bntl found no ooe 

iMddngftjtdie gaq>s ctfmannexs and passengers, 
Thefr qiinabaK^ 

When the tempest, like a busy seamstress 

Stt^edoplate 

To sew Mack clotfaes 

And pQe white snow 

OBdreempQ^half 

of a widow's bed 

TheiMew 

At the end of the long ....... 

The piBow said: 

Only I know die copfident man's coofiiaoiv . 
The nun's desii^ 

The digfdqmw in the Qfranf s eyda^ 

The ntrocfaer's obscern ty,- , 

A: The soul's 

fbr a warm body where flying q»adcs 
become a coal 


Only I know 

The grandeur of unnoticed little tfaings; 
Onlylknow 
The loser's dignity. 

The winner's lon^ness, 

And that sOtyid oddness one feels 
I When a wish has been granted. 

Thestab . 

The moonfight said: 

I SB die fist of the homeless 
The eternal wanderer; 

You find me on the breakwaters. 

On the soldier's hdmet, 

! On the fiJse teeth of the party's ^netal 

aeecetaiy, 

: fi the bulging ofthe willow and in die river’s 

. On ft woman's biow- 
Wben ideasme hfis 

On the execadoner*s fingemafls and robber's 
k^ring. 

On the dome of parliament protected by hs 
qumities. 

On a deserter's medals. 

On die tilted smfice of a bomber. 

On die marble steps, 

; On a knife Made, 

Which a friend takes fixro die fitmt of his cloak 
j andjMnnts at the backboae under your own. 


JU 

■ijLi >uu jjUJI ^LaaJI 
;^JSUJ JjS- 
ijj** 


J12 

* ^.1 

Olljj ^ 

.otgaJI <J 

. j»lj ^ LbUj 


UjUn 

:U^UJI 3-_a -H JU 
.tliJI.ji.Lk* 
^ UJj-Ldl A r*. i j 
.j* Lb,j,UI A 1* ,i~»j 
,s»l£jxb iei*x*3j 
0^ 0^1 fJ j 
..jmLiJIj cjli| IX 

^ — U 

t jlkil i,a^'tJt 
.U-jVl 




Hhjstr^km: Gamff Shaft? 


in Sty moment of agcHty, 

begdiecloods 

’ffideme!' 


PrisoB 

Mansai± 

.Ue^ed.are fie Iriids mdieir cages 
fix diey, at least. 

Know limits of dieir {xison. 


... uU«Lm 

..jlj i A 


Translatec/ by Radwa Ashour 


fcjaiiiil li* ^ j. jliitaU ^>Ja 

jaVl^- 4i| 

. *g‘ ~ i_i 


.jM j’ljJ < jrl'Mftll ^(juaVi 

.j|*iU < it trti laM 

.aJjiMiJI ilg ji% 

ijJI i^Lwi liUI C(!r* 

[« j3li ■ litaftj ^U»I 

.J*UI 

.uLmjL iuui M ^ 
C!k.jiStd>.» ^ MjLfll TTiiyi) 

U3Li J* J&UI 

.Ojiijui 

g Jjjj .jlej 
• I ijlrt'l ^1* J 


4*ili 

i^ljdi hi i lil 

JLaIjJI 

j4*^l Lftjljd& — ilixaj 

.jj 

<ijl*JI --■< .*.-*■ H jy~ j 
.ijU tfjjiJai* y.jjf 
!>• h*i UI4 

^ ji*e 

J tAifcjj 

**|t;t* (jaUaa>yi liUij 

.UlaVl ^JUm JXj 


■ 

j*3il «ji^ JU 
JjVl ijAil Ut 

ji*la jllj 

gl^Vl t£lL^Mlg ^1* 


Tflniciitg throng a pamphlet 
endded The Modem Igjaiiim 
Press phKAed in Londra in 
die early 1950s, I found the fol- 
lowing pass^ 1, wrote about 
Al-jUram new^nper: 

*Tbe best d^y pqier in 
Egypt now... is /fMAnun. It 
has fie widest cbcnladon. It is 
an independent paper as re- 
gards local politics, and it cmi- 
dstendy presses for social re- 
form. It IS a figmfied pqiei; 
never lending itsdf to ]»rly 
ccmtrovcisy. It can rightly be 
teffiied as is life Times in 
England, an ideal of a national 
ptqier. ” 

Now ifUkrom is celrijiatmg 
£20 years of its odsteace, 1 can 
si^ that ^fiat 1 wrote abc^ fie 
si^e newspqierof fie 1940s 
goes fix its 13 publications of 
today. 

Fust published in 187S in 
Alexandria by a Syrian, Selim 
Takla, Al-Ahawn to p^ed a 
{noneeiing role inidie der^c^ 

ment of the press , in Eotl It 

' was started a of 

political instability, and the 
government permitted it to q>- 
pear piovidra fiat it fid not 
: tackle poli tical q uesdons. 

One i w xtiiMr if in ihe histray 
of Ah-AJiram was. die pqitf 's 
coverage of die Russo-Turidsb 
War, which was. its first at- 
tempt to reach outride of fie 
bmdeis of Egypt Al~Ahram 
did not ffrtnfiiw ttwif to mil- 
itary affidrs, but ^ve loi^ and 
gea^ descfiptito of West- 
j em countries arid began to 
draw gnmpariafws bet w een 
them and EgypLiIt pifilished 
articles attacking of^nession 
and demanding' autonomy. 

: The govenmeot then realised 
I diat tbe articles were actually 
j directed against iL| 

I Al-Ahram to continuously 
en g a g ed men of tetters. On its 
pages wiiters like &Aqqad 
: and Taha Hussein published 
: not only hteraiy, but also poiit- 
' ical and social, a^les. To- 
day men of letters; contributing 
to At-Ahrmn and vdio have 
tato it out of fie narrow ciicle 
of news into the rnder field of 
human m tofest include Ali Al- 
Raee, Alfred Fair^ Nagfib 
Mahfouz, AbdelrMoed He^ 
gazi, Farouq Gouda and others. 

1 wonder whether tbe young 
Syrian started Al-Ahram 
120 years ago Iwould have 
drean^ that it would 
into such an inqibsnig efifice 
of journalism wifi its array of 
publicaticnis and imutttple ac- 
tivuies of translatmg, pub- 
lishing and education . 

Onfiisoccasioiioffie 120fi 
birfidty of Ai-AhnaiL, 1 would 
like to extend ;xpy whole- 
hearted greetingsito its diair- 
man , Ih mhim Nafic, an d tO all 

his subahems |v^ have 
worked bard toj make Al- 
Ahram what it is now. 

Muisi Saad El-Din 


The Farewell: A crown of grass 


1 was to leave in die monrigg at about ten o'clock. 
Petfaips fie train would be late; as umiaL 1 folt like 
lo a n ing even earlier but that was fie e arli est miiL 
Voices fflta ad towards me, eofim crowing, door 

keys and sfae^ From all firectioas fiey penetrated 

die mgh*^ Giafiially, li^ grew inside fie window^ 
frame, fimn fbotsteps qiproadied me. 

‘'Get iqi, son, take yonr hreakfost" 

I didn't know what 10 say. It migibt have been 5 
or femi It was obvious ‘drat I wasgomg to have to 
get vp from tbe covers. What could I say 

on a momiiig like fiii^ An ache was e^loding in- 
side nybrofi All nig^ my dreams had been a dis- 
turbing series of miniatme ni^btinaces between 
hhmw Now... fie hUba with ntilk and fie tea. 
Tlieie was a emrible taste in my moufi- Where 
woe my sltypetS? 1 could hear my aster's vcoca 
W ould 1 o4(ty fie joueney? I want^ now to sit 
ti*y» m the window and let my spirit wander fie 
empty t«"d, the fields, small creatures crawling on 

fie^ beh of green, birds landing Ml fie hcHuon. 

- T*«t night my fifter had asked:. 

“Have you pi 'cp a ied everything &r your ti^? Are 
you rmdy? Why haven’t you said ftiewell to eve- 
ryone before now? You must not forget to ." 

I had bem delibeistely postponing my farew^ 
fix fisee days. Now 1 -was st nd c. I would begin 

wifi my aunt, thoB nay grandmotitt, fi« fie hou» 

of my uncles, then our neigbboura. AH woul d y 
pf i— ^w» «f my ite paifure and one- at least was cartsm 

to ay. Tto wonld be Sahva. Didn't fie r^se fitf 

aH <n fiis was nofiing but futile play? She took 

fiinss wifi snfi matdooos seii0U8nes& 

*^lBveat yon your breakfast yet? It s 
odd! Can’t you move?" 

I got ity ^ turned on the old woo den ra dio to 
hear fie Qur’an bemg ebanied in a sw^ cto 

voice. Where were my sitypexs? I was tired oftoOk- 

ing fbr them. 1 felt down, even diz^. 

Then I found ftem in fie usual place. 

I opened fie window. Cfool breezes oiterrf andj 

fchuSSi Bfi I quickly became ^ and 

a-naTtfthe tight fifi in a certain soft patim 00 my 
hifi brass bed and its foded cov ate^ fiis place 

wSdd be like a dream. Bitt ft k^ 

a loom filled wifi fitouds. 

fcfie bafiroom 1 dipped nty fiageis mtofie 
bowl and splashed my See wifi odd ^*^1^ 

^^aderdown am! sippmg ixty 

around and fie nwsesm- 


creaseo. . m 

•TSenI’figetfieJ&Hbani.Hosnir , 

TWeoiJrwere taUdi*. 

vJ^difiScnh monrinai? Would I go out? Should I 
9? — owtA kilt down Ins orders: 


snrffs had boles. My head was throbbing. 

Three magasinesL These 1 needed to remember. I 
could read diem one after ttie ofier on the train. Or 
not -I was ""bW* to make any deciaoms at fiat mo- 
mewtL hfo^ on fie train I would just want to lis- 
teu to fie sound of fie gngmes or gaze into fie fire- 
esc^fieofiapassesgers. Would fiat fiwtish giri 
meet mb? 

^GoodTnoniin&Rilla!" 

“Are you leaving today?” 

‘TTes.” 

“OK.” 

“OK wba^ Folia?" 

Ha foce looked tired. But from this whole group 
my titde beast of a sister was ttie only person I 
nq^ erer 'want to talk to in fie future. I feh op- 
timistic. Did I know vriiat was htqipening? Ram- 
mer'blow^ the hammers large as mauntains, re- 
sounded in the 1 wished 1 raold 

fisqtpear end teQ myself faqqty, restfol tilings in 
an emjXy space. 

“You’ll {doQge into life, Abu Zeid, take caret” 

Hns was Uncle Sulcmian. He did not qieak 
tmitfi ^ protected his secrets. I suspected he 
would die m iTty absence. 1 could read it in bis 
eyed. And then tte idea oc cu rred to me. 

Tlet me go and walk,” I said, “around the mar- 
k^lace.” 

Tw son was rolling down from the east. At the 
end: of the stzeet, diildren were carrying bowls. 
And I was slqip^ away down the SDity under win- 
dows that had not yet been f^iened 1 wanted to go 
on a!od keep going 00. 

“A orettv new *»»«*«• wmv» to our class.” 

“^She’s sttqudl 1 know geography better than she 
doesl” 

%ook out boy, ITl ton her what you said. You 
ace dirty and rode.” 

Bold voices edioed briund me. Now tiiat I was 
leav^ everytli^ and evetydting was leaving me, 
bow could 1 voice Bity idea? ■ 

The diqps were stfil closed. Maityous Batciyous, 
fie Qrocer of Rufi. Abdet-Wahab, fie Oro(» of 
Sinqeri^ etc. Z had memorised ihto si^ I had 
grown tired even of myself I was ronning. Should 
I slow down? . 

The bazaar was still closed, covered and dark. 
Ih^wind tiiat blew at rty tool of sdlism and 

buyh^ Rags dangM ftom ^ long roof and 
wooden dooa of fie riiops. Which makes some, 
htqi^ and others sad Like Then I readied tile 
street by flie sea. The casuarina trees ^Kike of tiie 
coBUDg buds. How? Arid w^ 

Thto town dial I will leave in a few hours makes 
yoi^tdl a stzange tale. 

“Tell me pie«e, how long since the train 


MV came and bid down ms oroere. ^ 
“You most see your grandnytha ii>imedia^ . 

He gave me money and J*?. 

shop ^?vdce was boarae wifi tiredness,.ai«!.I 


I beard this qneation SO iiiaiiy tiiiies, Btaridiiig 

■cai tte wooden flm of the station wifi Kamel, 

Mafidonh, Salab at)d the others. We used 10 go out 
evety evening, walk along the cosjtiche^ cross the 
bti^ and smdre. Then we would vraik through 
jttees of tiie village to the station. None of us 
were go^ anyudiae, but we used to lode at the 
tftnrigr gjrb arriving aiwi <tepmting on fie trains. 
And we used to dream. That time, now gone, was 
the time of dreato 

Now I was gomg to Joodc on xuy grandmofier's 
door. 


By Abdou Gebeir ^ 

“Good mmntng, Ndiawiyya. b my grandmotiier 
here?" 

She was sittiog on her wooden sola in die long 
tM»n She sat upon her thick blanket wiib fie mouth- 
piece of a wrtecpqre in her bend. She did ikm feel 
my presence nnHi i touched ber shoulder. Then she 
iwed ha eyes to me in surprise: 

“Wbo?AbuZeidr 

“Yes, Giandmotiia. Fm leaving today.” 

“What?" 

*T am going away.” 

“Oh! I used to' teH your fetfaa to go away and 
work for a while, thm return, but be never did. 
You're a boy.” 

1 sat wifi her a few minutes as I conte mp lated the 
things around us: tbe drum hangup on the wall, the 
rosaries and keys; the doves jumping about in tbe 
scaffolding, ari the brown dog. Nabawiyya, 
croudied nea ^ fire turning die coals and pre- 
paring the watopipe. The siloice filled the rooms 
of die house wifi a hufied voice, like soft wind. 

Then I bndee free and leapt from the room, taking 
the stairs in junq», like I u^ to do when I would 
junq> and fix joy. I grafted ^ aunt's door- 
handle and knocked on the door with the same lyr- 
ical beat I had learaed from ha teaeha son. She 
ap p eared , fie so^ she always sang, which 

sounded more like mnaning. But now she bad add- 
ed a new verse. ‘You'll dqnct and leave us. You’ll 
dqiacL” 

I fbh that something was moving. She was not 
like my grandmofia sitting on tbe furry blanket 
No. There was something else I couldn't exphuiL 
She kissed me until my ufiole face was wet and I 
was wifi ha amen. Now 1 would go to 

tiw bouse of my uncles. 

Beyond tiie be^ of dried dust, the narrow 
streets, under tbe palm trees near the old stream, a 
ifine boy was gmgmg in a hurt voice behind a cow. 
Every few moments someone would bring another 
oow or donkey and let it drink, then leave in si- 
lence. And thoe, on tbe outskiits of everything, 
stt)od the bouse of my uncles. How many times bad 
I bin on die (xaneb ^fie tree, steephig next to fie 
door? 1 held a stone and knocked hard. My uncles 
would be beyond tiie long corridor ^ch ended in 
die women’s couity^ and wtdeh seemed always 
to take an qge to cross. Maybe tbqr would be walk- 
ing tiie cattie, ix tnniing produce over in the couit- 
y^ beaeafi the tall i^ttL 

I hai tried many twnea to cUmh that palm, but my 
dreton remained distant, hovering about its cloud 
like top. 

Tldlo!” Mp greeting was answered by the brefi- 
en, weric 'voice of my uncle Kamal's wife. She 
gatfaoed ha scarf bkh^ ba and led me down the 
cmzidm; zedting the foUowum tale; 

“Drums beat m fetiiers au motiieis, holy vases 
are rtanteH and houses are built Then blood flows 
over tiie bed and fee giris burst into soi^ Then fie 
nutootonous hwit^ from mnrrmng to eveuog, comes 
and night is foUrnved fay day. Bellies grow big, and 
laboapatns Th^ screams tbm pierce like 
fire! The blood, the tire night luliatnes, die 
rotikii^ of cribs and staying iq> all tiiose hours. Tbe 
dothe&ncf lire batiisf Then we dqiart? There — 
your uncle is in the courtyard.” 

The wife of anodrer uncle, Abdel-Fattab, met me 
(» tbe way. She sirei^ed ha zou^ hand out to me 


Bom in 1948, Abdou Gebelfs first published collection of short stori^ was 
Fans Ala Hussan Min AFKhashab (A Knight on a Wooden Horse). His 
most recent publication is the novel Uttat Radwan (Radwan’s Va^on) 


and ^ke m a voice tiiat was more like repressed 
howling. 

I opened the doa. My uncle Kamal sat in bis dir- 
ty ^(Ute tzousera siering hay. He lifted tire hay 
fixim a heap on his t^tt, tiien sieved it into a heqi 
on his left. My uncle Ib^'s wife was at fie end of 
tbe Goatyazd unda the mnlxeDa wifi tire scanty 
shade, standing nea an ox. Uncle Kama! greeted 
me. Uncle Mo&med was h»»iing a large grain sack 
onto Uncle Ibadi's bade 

I sat nea Uncle Kamal, vriio said: 

“Walk the way the sea flows. Winds blow from 
fie north towards the south. Always beware wbes 
the hay chaff flies. It woidd be a mistake to sit 
against the winds.” 

I dmt know vrity, but then I wished the wind 
would blow the grass and cova oty ufiole bead, so 
1 embar k on my tity weatii^ a crown of 
grass. I greeted Uncle Mohamed, and he pceraed 
my hand and smiled. 1 felt him warning me agamst 
lakmg fie advice oflus brotirer too seriously. 

‘'You’re go^ and...” He wodeed tiie wooden 
*n*eiitn^ of Itis moiufa, Uttering old words ^Miidi 
tasted red clay. I could study the ropes hanging 
above or the feet of the cattle, tbe nests of the 
doves a tbe helpless roairows. lAicfe Zbadi re- 
moved grasses from his head as he shook his cap. 
His chest was fixmidable as a shield and alw^ 
stirred awe in tire boys. 

This is a dangotnis young man,” be said, ritak- 
ing Uty hand wifi bis own, powetfhl and large. 1 
felt pierced by my sumondings, as if 1 would al- 
most burst. 

Unde Kamal's wife qpeared, munerin& with a 
Ixass pot and four glasses on a ah™^ faiiass tr^. I 
took one of tile glas^, stppmg oty tea, gre e tin g 
the men one by rare, hardly able to foens my I 
pressed the hands of ztty young cousms, gtving 
eadiapiasta. 

I ftiiiwhad 19 to the heights of my own hone to 
find the nd^bours gathoed and the riummering 
feee of my modia. 

My k ne w fdt diaky. I was sunoimded by women 
in fiist-eove^ bia^ Pale feires were moviog, and 
many handa. Should I sttip? Should I stop? 

My olda cousms had gafiered. One hw a dgu- 
ette. I todt it from bisu drew a kmg puff, fien re- 
turned it 

The horse carriage had arrived outside. My cou- 
sins carried my and trunk. Tbe 

cracked his whip. We rode to tiie maifaetylace and 
stepped. 

My fruirer was sitting on hfe bench m front of his 
shop, next to Uncle Saleem. Each leaned on his 
cane, gp™g at tire ground. I eliffibed down, into 
the arms of Ihicle Saleem. Om hng felt artifidaL 1 
greeted Bradros tbe barber and tireee loiuring 
around his shop, tiren my fttiia, tiiai I elimbed 
back mto the carnage where so tnaiiy arnqu& emit- 
ted an odour of sweat 

We rode. Tbe oontiehe, w attt unda fie 

sun. Trees sleroing on tire shore. The long, friendly 
duxoiighfere, toe monotonous beat of hooves. Tbe 
smell of air laden wifi rmisL 1 lit a dgatette like 
the young moi around me. Then we travelled a 
while among tte orange groves, the scattered 
low. the long green stretches, tire sun and ste^- 
ness. I wolte to Sad myself on fie sidewalk at toe 
station. 


The train canre — tire train took me away. 

I jtiaeed my tilings on die lugg^ rax and sat 
next to the window. Then toe train sU^ied away. 
The hands at tire windows, tiie plazdcs bf tbe station, 
dist^rened and die fields began. 

Faces crowded tire carriage, but I could breathe. I 
took out a cigarette and lit it, puffing out tiie 
gwvJgft, staring into the face of the y^pung stranga 
witii a buir haircuL He was a soldier in civilian 
elotiies, beading towards tire waj The fields 
fer, r etrea tin g bebiod tiie iwlmwifaiimj anrf 
tire bfrtb were Eke drops of water felling hor- 
izontally, the scenery broken (rely tty poles and 
wir e s . Sheq> stood on a bridge- A| man befaind 
them rode a donkey. I could see tire glass crown on 
nty uncle's head, fie rapes on tbe wafls, tiie dust 
and tire bends in fie road. The feces of women 
wroiping tiieir blar^ gilbabs and my isista's small 
feee. The chants, die ta^ of die xnicr^ihone and 
tire long beat of tambourines, the batches covered 
wifi fie tables of food, tbe IsileziGe of tbe 

planttttioos, she^ and goats unda palm trees, cat- 
tle sleeping in tbe courtyard, the aeve and die 
Ixass b^ I could remeofia fie kilba with miTk, 
tire tittle childreD, die young scbool-teadia, the 
moon, the bride on ha platform, the henna, tbe 
ulnlatioiia, the dancing women, the rizzle of bul- 
lets, the shouts of men, tbe women {folding bands 
togetirer, the packed trunks. The groom would 
stretdi his hand and lift the veil, 1^ she would 
turn ha feee away from him. He’d iundress him- 
self, then ba, plaang a money-bag ib Irer hand to 
malre ba lau^ He stretches out 1& hand, itw*r>ing 
ba foog bittds. She leans towaidsi him and be 
leans toward ha, kissing ha passjouatety. She 
closes ha eyre and falls into something tike a 
trance. He plunges into ba and she; soeams. He 
feels the blood and she trembles. Tto be would 
raise his body, tire bandkerehief, and dse blood. He 
would also see the kema, tire and tire 

ska'r^ tra^ tire mormiigs, tire gomg and com- 
ing, tu WOOL Tire cattle, the sheep, the pregnancy, 
the pain, tire days and mooths, theni^ pain and 
screams, tire ba^, tire work, tire fre^ telephozre 
poles, plantations, knocks, aud yourself, yourself^ 
youTMfl yourself^ and the face of the soldia, the 
teleifione poles, tire fields, the sheep; the carriage, 
station, tire neighbours, Salwa rushing towods 
me and elingmg my mot^ freezing up and my 
sista shilling. “What's haf^rening?" 

The frightened woman retteared a little, but riie 
clung to me until she fisappeared. 

“ite you a soldier?” 

“Yes. I’m a soldia from the Orda df the Knights. 
I've fought twice. 

As fbr me, I'm ming off to work for the first time 
and Ireve neva tnongfat of tins siatta befixe. But 
you are a soldia from die Oida of tire Kni^ts who 
has fought twice 00 his horse. How; can this be? 
Certainly afta contins out of the war'yoa feelings 
must be differem Hw were your feelings wheo 
you were in war? 

He lobked at me md must have iDtuited uty imag- 
inaiy conversation. I retreated to my coma once 
more and stared out of tire window. I 

My aster FiiUa came and sat nea nie. She toaked 
dimiiM- fian ever and was spenlring intennzttently. I 
wanted ha to talk so I tslked too. We talked togetii- 
er until the train stopped. 








Learning can be fim ihese children discover on their first visit to the new museum. Here they can ask questions and find the answers without memorising long lessons photos: Jawfi^mmar 

Playing with 

After a tour in Europe and the US in 1 992, Mrs Mubarak embarked on a new project that will soon enchant a great number of children, writes Gihan ShaMM 




Queues of children from eight to 1 5 years old jos- 
tle each other and shuffle their feet impatiently, 
too excited to be quiet. They are about to embark 
on a Journey in time, to ancient Egypt, and in 
space, down the Nile Valley, across the desert, 
and down to the bottom of thie Red Sea — all in a 
pre-opening 45-minute tour of the Arab world's 
first ever high-tech children's museum. 

Children are usually passive viewers of cultural 
artefacts at museums, constantly told never to 
touch anything, they soon become bored and at- 
tention spans are reduced to milltsecorKls. This is 
the first time children are encouraged to par- 
ticipate actively in a cultural experience, wel- 
come to touch, look and play as much as they 
please. 

The museum is Mrs Mubarak's brainchild, con- 
ceived alter a 1992 tour of Europe and the US. 
Her aim was to create ao attractive, stimulatii^ 
environment for children. '*one in which they will 
be free, active and confident" in the first lady's 
words. **We also hope to encourage their par- 
ticipation. encourage them lo obserw*. explore. 


touch and relate, to discover new fields of inter- 
est, to pose new questions and try to answer 
them. Above ail, we want our children to feel that 
they are the most important elements in this new 
museum." lo response to Mrs Mubarak's rec- 
ommendations. the Society for the Development 
of the Heliopolis Community, which she herself 
heads, signed an agrwmeot with tiie Natural His- 
tory Museum anrao^ng for the supply of the lat- 
est technology, equipment, experts and designers 
in order to duplicate the London Natural History 
Museum here in Egypt. Tte museum was erected 
in Hadayeq .Al-Gbaba, a park in Heliopolis, 
where the serene environment prepares children 
for their exciting journey into another world. The 
society bore all the expenses, which ran to six 
million pounds. 

The new museum is also expected to fill, at 
least in part, a gap in the education system which 
emphasises rote learning of vast quantities of ma- 
terial and resorts but little to ima^ation, creativ- 
ity, curiosity and understanding. 

*Tbe museum is probably the first of a series. 


as Mrs Mubarak plans to esttdslisb another one for 
science," says Inas Lutfi, head of the museum. 
*This one took time and effort for both the British 
crew, who were hardly acquainted with Egyptian 
history and environmenL and tbe Egyptian his- 
torians, artiss and architects who were there to 
help out." 

liie effort do not seetn to have gone for 
noug^it Once inside, eight flashing screens wel- 
come you witii the question: "Who are you?" A 
simple question, but oof necessarily an ea^ one to 
answer. "You are a part of Egypt, and Egypt is a 
part of you" is the r^ly. The ni^ section provides 
children witii information on ancient Egypt, none 
of it stuffily academic. You ask a question and 
press a button to see the answer am^ on a 
screen, or lift a telephone receiver to listen to a 
story. How many stones is tiie Kbaira Pyramid 
made of? Make a guess, push tbe right button, and 
a small pyramid opras up to reveal the answer. 

The second section shows Nile Valley; you 
can listen to a Nubian girl talkmg t^ut her eve- 
ryday life, or peek into a booth to listen to a Nu- 


bian song. Then there is tbe Bedouin tent wl^ 
children's eyn and minds can wander throu^ 
desert and mingle with the animals at the bottom 
of 8 sand dune. 

The third section brought squeals of excitement 
from tiie children allow^ a sneak preview of the 
museum. There, the count-down had begun for 
the launching of a make-believe submarine on its 
long journey to'tiie depths of tbe Red Sea. Nom 
were glned to 'screens for 15 nuoutos as the riUl- 
dten gazed at the different spates inhabiting tiie 
WMider^ wat^ world and listened to explana- 
tions of habitats and feeding habits. 

**It is amaging bow mucb iofonnation tiie.cfail- 
dren assimilate, although there is really a lot to 
absorb," commented Amany AieL a tour ^de at 
the museum. "Our main target,, however, is tO :q)- 
tetlain children and develop their imaginattve 
creative skills. So after tiiev tour, we take them to 
tbe activity centre, where they can spend an boor 
drawing and creating. We alM give them ;^ues- 
tions about some of tbe things' they learned in die 
m useum^ and tiie response is outstanding." : 



pe 


As a 4ilA 1 vms never introduced to tiibjoys of 

^himp mg at 8-sup6Emaiicec. .We had aar fevounie 
grocer, greengrocer and biitober. We bough t oac 
o^catsftraLqqns. sweetffinm Gnwa. 
The of foidmg eycxytiui^ under tiie same 
robfwasiwt a foniiiiar concept ' . . 

The first real sapermadtet 1 vmted was m Alfa. 

on our way to Austndia. a fow years after 1 
mamedL My. first eocodittr with such a place 
was nfiier momentous. 1 was in awe. .So was my 
Auigfrii^, bat^y force at:tiie tafla -Wh en as l^ 
what foe'wantM foe becanre neatly hystencal: 
*^vexydmig."'foe finaDy sai(L 1 uudcifoiod bCT 
fiustiation. Neither of us had been used'to this 
(Bsplay of hundreds of brands, oftbousands of 
goods. pafoaged to the eye. One fblt aliea, 
likietmvdtets isaboantiy where we did not un- 
derstand the strangers:' noa-co a su mei s 

whodidnot.^lieloi^. . ^ 

Obaervh^ the sboniexs piling boxes, cartons, 
battles aid sundEy otjecte info tiieir carts at top 
^leed, 1 wdoderefo.' How could tb^ make de- 
cafoiDS so quidcly? • • 

As soon 85 J settied into my new home, how- 
ever, I mastered the art of guperniarte sht^ipii^ 

1 teahed to read labels, compare inicesi, and dfo- 
trust advertise i ne h t g . 1 made a number of mis- 
a first but in. no time I was getting maxi- 
nnimvalue'for my money. 

Within .a few . years, thought supermadeets 
oon^letely lost tit&.ajqie^l I jetined a group of 
beahh-boiudoiis motiiers' who advocated 
natuni food. -We went 'oa expeditions deep mto 
tike emmtiyside-to tey fiuita -vegetfole^ home- 
m^ efaemes andgoef s milk..Webou^ stone- 
grouiMl flout; oats aid -wild dbe by tiie reek. We 
sweetened our home-XEnde deserts witii pure 
honey bought finm. tiie littie old man who kqit 
bees, l.made ny own yoghurt and baked bioi^ 
b re ad. My kitdra lobra eveiy bit (ike an Egyp- 
tian kitenen. There I was, <m & Either sule oftfae 

wprld, greens and hunting for Anns 

whose dnekensra^ fieely, just fobiiy a fow 
tggL UuEie dethroy waa^ out of tiie ({uesticn, 
convenience fimd.aiatikema .'arid, if foance 1 

gfore m to focili^.and wafleed.. into a siqier- 
make^.I wonM tookbfomd.ste.fote to make 
sure nmie' Kt tiie other motfaecs saw me. Back 
hoim^ I would destipy foe pwjage. 

My dnldten oew up iteither more nor less 
hearay . than ■ dmdrea. who.- were, fod -oil- ham- 
bisgets and eosh fiafcfo. Tbi^ ytm immensdy 
inine fiustiatedl, tiuK^ Titty exfoted’SOft dnnks, 
sded^ sweets, ire cream and. {ahufo Ibe 

'hbutoHmaEte vaDetiesfonply did notminsure iq>. 
The problm ^ras eo E ctieyhd ^TV adveilise- 
m e u i s fold tiie su- 

«nd wifllrhitr* that Keeltvmed at every 

Street conken Ib^ eaufanfofoireity accept in- 
vitatioDs i^ule their fiireds.'visiied only le- 
liadandy. My older dau^iter cHicc came home 
vay ee^l^ bad been im^d to Junch at 
ba friend’s lan fo lo-oelfo Eate foe.amvil of a 
foiw baliiy. '"WEit' ' is ab wuoied to 

know. *^ou jiA had aba^ sisteri’..^ looked 
at me witii aU tiie r^aiim^ m foe wbitd: Tt is . 
DOtfoesainelliu^foe sad. *Nwis was hoitae- 
mfote!" 

At this point X tiwiight tiiat nuiybe a lu^er 
balance had to be achieved. With a heavy heart 1 
iidrodnced »oie iteiiteoaefid^ iretec^ 
shelves of a *^fi|ood" superinaikeL A few years 
later we came back to E^ypt Siqieimark^ had 
not cas^ on. aifo fitt a few ye^ ny dfoigh^ 

were reminded of my befotii lirive, bur tiiis time 
tiiere were no temptations lurking around the 
emner. -I felt entirely justified dboppiug 
and feedmg. diB cfaildfre fitfo ve^wle soup. 
Blit my bf&r dmi^ito harboured an everlasting 
longing for tiie tiqipings of supermsakets. When 
-she Bianied her American busband, she made 
sure tifo- be had no healtii hang-iqis. Pre- 
packaged hamburgers were his nrninal (uef- 
eiabfy washed wife a bottle of smnetinqg 
fiz^ and artifidally coloute(L There was a man 
after her heart! 

When her first baby was born she cdled to tell 
me tiite DO maile r what, ^ would bring iqi her 
.child to be "a nMinal kid". The baby, I am ^ to 
rqu^ was given soft drinks in her bottle when 
w was six. months ohL She pracfocaily grew iq> 
m a smenaaitet catt'Stian^y enoii^ at. tire 
age of ton; my granddaufoite still shows no 
signs of having been harmed in any way by 


Fayza Hassan 




Green spinach (I) 

(Upper Egyptian way) 
Ingredients: 

2 kilos of fiesh green spinach 
1 onion (grated) 

1 tbsp. of cnisb^ garlic 

2 tl^. of washed rice 

1 pint of chicken or meat stock 
Salt, pcf^er 
Butler or oil 

Method: 

Cut all the lips and stems of 
tbe spinach and set aside to use 
in another difo (which I’ll tell 
you about next week). Wash 
foe ^inach leaves very well 
under running water. With tbe 
"MuJukbeya" chopper, chop 
tbe spinach leaves then place 
them in a strainer inside the 
water basin and pour over 1 li- 
tre of boiling water to get rid. 
of the spinach residue. Leave 
to cool tiicn press inside foe 
strainer to ensure foe spinach 
is completely drained, set 
aside. In a cooking pan, fry the 
onion and garlic gently until 
tender, (do not brown), stir in 
the spinach, cover and simmer. 
As soon as the liquid of the 
spinach is absorbed pour over 
t^ stock and season slightly as 
spinach retains its own salts. 
Allow to cook until it thickens, 
put to the rice, lower the heat 
and leave to simmer until a 
thicker consistency is acquired. 
Serve with rice and chicken. 
Moushlra AbdeMHalek 
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Infrequent visits 

Nigel Ryan on irregular dining 


Long ago I lived around foe comer from Pub 
28. It was, to all intents and purposes, my lo- 
cal. I never went. Pub 28 is one of those plac- 
es tiiat are always there. Everybody knows 
about it, yet very few people ever seem to go. 
Last wefo 1 did, my fou^ visit in as many 
years. 

Nothing ever changes. Pub 28 has always 
struck me as suffering an idMtity crisis. It is 
a cross between a Mediterranean tavenia, an 
English pub of "ye olde" variety, and a west- 
ern saloon. There are wagon wheels, David 
Roberts prints, wine racks suspended the 
ceiling. On foe menu you will find such con- ' 
temporary anachronisms as chicken in a bas- 
ket, along with standard restaurant fare — en- 
trecote caie de Paris and that kind of thing. 
Invariably there is a special chalked up on a 
blackboard, and the special, whenever 1 have 
been, has been shish taouk. And Pub 28 is 
dark. Dark wood, white walls, and lighting as 
dim as it gets. It is also cool, which in sum- 
mer is a blessing, in winter less so. 

Tbe customers remain as constant as the de- 
cor and the mena It seems to attract, in equal 
measure, the Zamalek based, middle-aged ex- 
patriate and the infitah businessman. It feels 
faintly boozy and oddly self-satisfied. 

1 oidered grarinated onion soup followed by 
Filet Mignon with mustard sauce. The person 
I was dining w'ith ordered Pub 28 meatballs 
followed by the ever present ^tocial sbisb 
taouk. Soup and meatballs arrived with a bas- 
ket of warm bread. The soup supported a 
layer of melted cheese, the meatballs con- 


cealed a bed of shredded lettoce. Of the two, 
tbe soup was far and away the better. As on- 
ion soup goes ft was very creditable, in fact, 
it is one item on the menu foal i would 
wholeheartedly recommend. 

The must^ sauce that covered my fitet 
was an ambitious concoctioo. It was surpri^ 
ingly frothy, containing. 1 guess, a quantity of 
breien egg white, dtougfa foe flavour was 
marred by tbe use of a particularly vinegary 
mustard. Beneath the sauce lay two very ten- 
der slices of filet tiiat had bera cooked rare, 
as ordered. The shish taouk was a simpler af- 
fair, with pieces of chicken iat er spersed wifo 
onion and green pepper. The ofoy thing you 
can do with a shish taouk is cook it com- 
petently and this had been done. Both entrees 
were served with french fries and vegetables. 
The latter consisted of carrots and french 
beans which had begun life in a freezer and 
ended being overcooked. 

All hi all the fi>od w'as competendy pre- 
pared. Tbe soup was excellenL die meat of 
good quality, the shish taouk as go^ as one 
could Ih^ Nor was h that expensive. With 
tw*o soft drinks, followed by two coffees, the 
bill came to LE7S. Good vdue, standard res- 
taurant fare. The question remains, why does 
one go so seldom, to somewhere that is in ef- 
fect dependifole and not over priced? 1996 is 
u|^ us — and sometime, almost certainly, 1 
will pay my fifth visit in as many years. 

Pub 28, Shagarat Al~Dur. Zamalek (beneath 
the General Hotel). Tel:S4I 0200 
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ACROSS 


' l.Combatasinboxmg(4) 

1 5. Precedes room, chair and 
: grease (5) 

10. Arrive (4) 

14. Theatre seat (4) 

15. Beneath (5) 

16. Augury (4) 

17. Functions (4) 

I 18. Liquor (5) 

1 19. Chain: tie (4) 

20. Lodging (9) 

22. Egyptian wate^lfly (S) 

23. Guided (3) 

24. Blank (S) 

25. Retinue (5) 

28. Tbe Annada (5) 

31. Describing some wines 
(3) 

34. Drift (4) 

35. Hunger after (5) 

36. Photograph; gunfire (4) 

37. So be it (4) 

^’CtRlOlPKAlkfAlBlSgTlHtA l N 

miElTfrtUBlB^l6lTMRIElD 


TaTnIhIaWH 

Last week’s seiniioD 


38. Stormed (5) 

39. Facilrty (4) 

40. Wagon (4) 

4 1 . Coarse corundum used for 
poUfoing metal or stonfo (5) 

42. Dutch South African f4) 

43. An.e^losive, abb.(3) 

44. Mimicry (5) 

45. Girdles or belts (S) 

46. Cavity (3) 

47. ...El Bar (3) 

48. OfSciato; seat (S) 

51. Emphstic (9) 

57. Enqiloy (4) 

58. con Dios (S) 

59. P^, jumbled (4) 

60. Revise (4) 

61 . Town in Massachusetts (5) 

62. Number of muses (4) . 

63. Trust (4) 

64. Two ittuscles. 

-fnagnum and parvus (S) ' 

65. Satisfy (4) 

DOWN 

' I. DUcrfoUit (4) 

Z Afiectation (4) 

3. runes (4) - 
-4. Elastic.(9) . 

5. Rececied (S) 

6. A province in NW Spain (4) 

7. Union of governments, par- 
ties, groups to foster a per^ 

. ticulsr.intfoefo (4) . . 

8. Disdiaige (4) 

9. Weatber<firecticfos (3) 
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; 10.. A coiiiuu ter lai^uage.(S) 
1 1. E^ueu; oveiiE^ (4) • 

1 2: Order of tiie day (4y 
13;Gafos(4) 

21. Sanctum^) 

22. AbIare(3) 
24;0estitute(S) . 
25-Rfodiure (^, 

iCind of numoals (5) . 

27, Ward off (5) 

28. Ccoeoctfelre charge 


Type of beer (5) 
30. lam angle (5) 
-31.Bedlam<5) 

32- Scof for ‘Tesm" 
33^ Wombs (5) ’ 
r 35^ Walkedatealthily 


36. Plum-Uke fivic, pi. (9) 

44. Broadcast<3) 

45. Vdiiclc(3> 

46. Devotion (S) 

47. Piper iheasutes (S) 

48. Drer, Fr. (4) 

49. Disguise (4) 

. 50. Extra seed covering in cer- 
teinpiaiits(4) 

51. Woe is mel (4) 

52. Perform alone (4) h 

53. Tree vfoose nut 
gelds a vegetable butter (4) 

' 54. Last portions of sm^ in- 
testiiies(4) 

55. Make wine (4) 

^ Dudling sword (4) 

58. Small vi^ (3) 
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Stamps 





Jasmine Makiad flips through the archives of Egypt’s commemorative stamps, marking royal pomp and political victory, 
from the days of the first postal service established by Khedive Ismail up until the 1952 Revolution 
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-CONFER&KCEoeMONTREUX 
ABOUrJON DESCAPITUIATIONS 
■ - ' AVRJL-MAt-t&37 -- 



Abounori C'T ib:: ,C a]''!:o;j!:onv'i^>;L'C. 

Al The closing session of a confcrence- 
nhieij na.s headed by Musrafa 
El-Nalias-Pasha. the Egyptian Prime 
Minister, a document was signed witli 
the thirteen-country capitulatory 
powers to end the Capitulations in 
' Egy pt (left; the stamp issued to 
commemorate this event). The 
Capitulations were a series of 
immiiuities and securities granted to 
foreigners in Egypt, then considered a 
Turki.sli dominion. The ilocuniehr was 
signed on S May 1937. in Montreux. 
SwiT/erland. 
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T'ne Sues’: e.'atia! CorTtpiny' is.suc. i ,Tu!y 1 S6is. ■ 

T'liost stamps (above) svere is.sued for 
correspondence belvsvcn Port Said and Siit/, svhich 
the Coinpagnie Univer.selle du Canal Maritime de. 
Suez had handled free of charge since .1859; When 
pay’nienf was requested for this service and postage 
stamps were introduced in July 1868 the public was 
not receptive, TiieJigyprian government tools over. • 
the service in .August tliat year and the stampsTAere 
wirhd^av^n from'sale and dembiietised. ,• • • 




Tl’c l.cag-ue of.\rab )sta:« issue, . 

Tiitse stainps' (left) svere issued in 
recognition of the sigiijng of the pact 
in Cairo, 22 -March i9,45. w'hich • 
formed tlie Leagtie of Arab States; 

The stamps, of \arious denoinitiations. 
.sJjow the flags of the, seven founding 
member countries (Saudi .\rabia. 
Egypt/Jordan. Iraq. Lebanon,. 

Ir'emen. $\ria') and a flag with ■ r':\ 
Palestine ■^J^ritton on it. The flags;' 
topped Th^'^einblera of the league. 




EOYPTE- <S 
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/1r!g]0'Egy{iriaiy treaty, • 

At the final .\nglo-Egyptian meeting in 
the lialt of l.ocanio ai the P'oreign 
Office ill London, the treaty of alliance 
between the Liiited Kingdom and the. 

. Ling of F.gy pt was signed. 2b August , • 
1936. -Sranips of different values w ere,.' 
issued to comnicnuirate.the .meeting. 
•(left), wliich was attended on tiie. 
Egyptiaii.side by Mustafa El-Nalias. 
•W'asfy Boutrb.s Gliali. Makram Elieid 
and .Ahmed Hamdy Seif El-Nasr. 
aniong others. 


Slumps with King Farouk s portrait 


reniUDed od sale until ZU April 
shortly before the proclamation of 
the repnWe. Aftemards stamps 
with an overprint (right) began to 
appear and a decree was issued 
demonetisiBg portrait stamps that 
were overprinted. 




.. . ThC'Tirit .King Fai'ou.< I i.ssuc,- - , • . ' 

King Farouk (left) ascended rlie' Egyptian throne 'at 
, age ] 7. 29'JiiIy 1937. and .contihued to reign until ' . 
’. the revolution. ■ . . . ...-. • : 




Other events commemorated on stamps include: 
the wedding of King Farouk and Queen Farida, 
January 1938; the international leprosy congress, 
1938; the arrival of the Egyptian troops at Gaza, 
June 1948; the abolition of the mixed courts, 
October 1 M9; and the first Mediterranean games; 
held in Alexandria, October 1951. 


Since early ptoraonic times Egypt has used a varieQ) of consnuncarion means. Water 

DBDspoiT once linked inlubitants of the east and west banks of (te river Mle; a pony ex- 
press service; under the Ma^ukes, allowed messa^ to be sent from Cairo to Damascus 
Iriihzn days; and earner pigemis flew messages from die frontiers of the Middle East to 
Cairo for Thiou^iout faistocy j^ym 1^ been a communicatioDS hub. coo> 

oectiog the Meditenaneao, die Middle &st, Africa and Asia. 

In 1 862 “PostaEuropea**, which had been established m Alexandria ffl the i830s, signed 
a lO-ycar contract ftw the exclusive ri^t to tran^iortiiiril in Egypt. Only three yeais late*. 


however, Khedive Ismail re-purchased the monopoly on the right to transport mail for the 
Egyptian govenunenL In I8M die Khedival Pose was establish^ and for the first time in 
Egypt'shfetory the postal service was to serve general public maiL not just government mail. 

Stamps were introduced in Egypt in the very same year — 26 years after the first-ever 
stamp, the Pei^ Black, was produced in Great Britain. Historian Maged Farag. also owner 
of Max Group advertising, rewntty produced a photo album tracing the story of communica- 
tion in ancient Egypt and its de\el^iiient through the Persian occupation, the Greek Ptol- 
emaic rule and the Arab mid Mamiuke rule. 


**My bodrs encompa.s$ a century and a half of Egypt's history. The enemy of tbe book 
today is TV' so I have tried to present tbe material in a emupromised way where docu- 
mentary films and books come together." Farag said. *The main targetoftl^ album is not 
to describe the bistoiy of comniuntcadon or the postal service but instead, through these 
stamps, to illustrate and docimient some of the events which took place in Egypt over the 
past century and a half." he added. 

Farag quoted Tzar Nicholas LI. the last Tzar of Russia as saying: “Only that country is 
strong, which cherishes and preserv es its heritage." 


The man with the g 


While strolling through the halls of ^ 
Egyptian Mail Museum, founded during 
liK reign of King Fouad I to house we 
stamps, letters and documents, Egyptian 
history buffe should make a pomt of 
seeking out the display for tbe fiist. 100 

per cent Eg)ptiaii stamp. ' 

Designed in tbe late 1950s by the no^ 
artist, sculptor and cartooni^ m jV- 
Mussantir magazine, Abbas EI-Smuoi, 
this stamp is the first one issued m Egypt 
that did not reflect or promote Egypt s 
old colonial histwy under the British. 

Unh'I 195^ the British had bera re- 
sponsible for the designing and ^““*8 
of Egyptian stamps and bank no^ But 
following tbe 1956 Suez War, the late 
President Gamal Abdel-Nasser ai^ng 
that these printing initiatives should oe a 
totally Egyptian undertaking, charged ^ 
Central Bank of Egypt with pnnnng the 

currency and stamps. 


Artist-Hcartoonist 
Abbas El^heikh 
made money in 
a way many 
would envy: he 
designed and 
prints it. Rsuia 
Allain talks to 
the man who pi- 
oneered Egypt's 
modem currency 
printing industry 



1C ana roaniuDu. rusHny, a aaoraoD pivuuiy ib- 

?Sc1i'l937*rtorwented Ae start of a nw career- fleeted in the interior decorating for his house. This* 
Zhtrh Ire left an indelible mark on modem W-cultural tradition was also evident in the design 
wSatT for tbe new one-pound note. “Islamic designs pre- 

^ n1!Si?pi «Snch was highly recommended to Ab- vailed on one side of the note while the oAer fea- 

de^^r'dire w^his ftmreM an artitt tbe poUtical tuied a scene from Pharaonic ^gypi," he said. Egyp- 

decision to niakecutreiicy print- tians were r»t the only ones iniprressed with his new 

■ .^iv-Fffvotian endeavour, made careful se- . design. In an international obm^tion for bank note 
^^•SSiinnfthedSgnerofpaia^ designs held in Murnch. West Germany, las 

®?1 S^lhitSiy. it was a patriotic and note won the first prize among 70 other entries. 

El-Sbeikh said, discussing the Nationabsm and patritxism was also the pre* 
^T^’^f^^^^nrinrirwtheiretesiDE dominant tbenie in tbe designs for the new stamps. 

®^fi’cSh^Sr*bowever, was more than. His first stainps fociised on E^’s accomplish- 


ttooS*a dwigmng test, and nrents after the 23 July Revolu^ which brought 
enough to cmiy responsibility for de- Abdel-Nasser to powa, ^ Suez War in 1956 and 

he *'as quickly g hank notes hlone the meraer betw 


tie »'as Fmdw'bank nt^ along the merger between Egypt and Syria to fomi Ae 

of dK Printing De- United AnbRepufaUc in 1958. 


“Designing and painting these stamps and notes 
was a very difficult job," El-Sbeikb said. 7lt re- 
quired (weeision, finesse and a steady hand, but it 
was extremely interesting." 

llie most difficult aspect about designing these 
stamps and notes, he stated, was Ae tact Aai they 
were not drawn to scale. The drawmgs were done 
under a microscope on a I ; 1 scale, which meam Aar 
each liiK had to be as fine and precise os the last 
There w*as no maigjo for error. 

While each bill lakes a difterent amount of work 
and time; on average, each face takes about three 
months to conqilete. “For example, the pound note 
needs more time to fini^ Aan Ae 25-piastre bill. 
Even tbe wood pulp is difTemt for each note," he 
explained. 

Political considerations were not Ac only mo- 
tivating factors for the new curreDcy. “Artists took 
info account Ant handicapped people also u^ the 
money, and as a result, made each bill a different 


size so Uiat llie blind could easily difTerentiatc he- 
tweeo one denominanon and tbe oAer," said Ei- 
Sheikh. 

But interesting as Ac job was, it did take its toil 
on Et-Sheikh and Ae other trainees and artists to 
follow him. “Trainees m Ais line of woric generally 
be^D their trainmg at Ae age of five or six and end 
• their career at Ae age of 25," be said. “Since the de- 
signs have to be accurate down to Ae millimetre, 
sharp eyes are necessary, llnfortunately. it really 
strains Ae eyes." 

It is also an exclusive business. wiA only five or 
six artists in Ae world havmg done Ais kind of 
work. “Compared to Aese artists and designers. Ae 
artisans and craftsmen in Khan EMChalili are am- 
ateurs " he said. "This kind of precision and skill is 
just not found anymore." 

Aside from the physical toll exacted by Ae job. 
El-Sheikh was also obliged to make several per- 
sonal sacrifices. “I had to spend weeks locked in a 


small room. wiA minimal contact wiA peo- 
ple." he recalled. “But bemg alone was not 
what hoAered me. it was the fact Aai 1 was 
always followed by security personnel." 

El-Sheikh was one of a select few wiA in- 
timate knowledge of Ae currency designs, 
colours used for Ae notes and Ae con- 
sistency of the wood pulp used in Ae notes. 
“In my mind I held the secrets for how to 
manufacture the money — secrets Aat could 
bring down Ae economy (if nususedk" be 
said. “Each bill required a specific colour and 
pulp. Only 1 knew Ae exact mixtures." But 
white be never had a run-in wiA unsavoury 
characters and was never searched when trav- 
elling, be complained that “my outings were 
limited, and 1 was not allowed (by the gov- 
ernment) to go to some places." 

To guard against counterfeiting, each bill 
was narked wiA a "‘water mark" m a white 
space left on Ae bill. In addition, an m- 
soiublc metal line is added- While Ac paint 
could be washed off. Ae line would remain. "In 
contrast to modem notes which are all printed on 
the same kind of paper, use the same colours and 
have fixed designs, these bills could not be foiged 
easily." El-Sheikb stressed. --- . 

The advent of Ae computer age, howev^, has 
rendered El-Sheikh's kind of skill obsolete. The de- 
signs for stamps and bank notes are done on com- 
puter. and Ae printing process, which was once con- 
sidered an art. is now an indLstry. 

"The quality of Ae bank iiotes and stamps primed 
is deteriorating,'' said El-Sbeikh, “because Ae artist 
who used to supervise Ae design lias now been re- 
placed by an administrator." 

“T may not know a great deal about computers," 
he adde^ ‘"but 1 know "that on is a form of creatmg, 
not copying. In Ais light, computers fall painfully 


short off Ac mark.' 


Edited by Fouad El-Gawhary 
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Basking in 


winter sushine in Sinai and tonring Upper Egyptian moonfflenta in mild weather an two of Egy^'i many attracdons 



Selling tourism 


Every yearmiilioas of &iropeans make their way to 
the islands of Mediterranean islands of Majorca, Ib- 
iza, Corfu and Cyprus, not to mention the coastal 
resorts of Morocco, Tunisia. Greece and southern 
Turkey. Over 52 million tourists went to Spain in 
1 995. 

The coastal resorts of Morocco and Tunis also did 
a driving business. Tunisia fulfilled its annual ex- 
pectation of four ration visitors. Turkey welcomes 
S.2 uiiUion annually and has set a goal of 1 7 quUkki 
by the year 2000. And even the tiny island of Cy- 
prus, with limited archaeological and architectui^ 
atnactions. receives over two million annually. 

Yet Egypt which arguably has better and bigger 
beaches, more tourist attractions in terms of history 
and culture, a wider variety of destinations, and a 
more congenial year-round climate, is lagging far 
behind. Even in its tourist heyday, 1992, it could 
boast of a goal of no more than four million tour- 
ists. There is no doubt that Egypt's tourist trade has 
picked up since the recent slump, but optimists 
should remeoiber that statistics are not ^ways a re- 
flection of the true picture. The increase in the num- 
ber of tourists this year was (ortly the result of ex- 
tremely tempting all-in deals offered by travel 
agencies abroad. Tourists flew directly fixmi Europe 
to destinations on tbe Red Sea or in Luxor and, ac- 
cording to reports by guides and agents, seldom 
took in odier sites. 

There is no doubt ttiat Egypt has a lot of competi- 
tion — many countries are trying to capcuie a share 
of the global tourist market; p^nps smne have a 
better product, in terms of providing what the mar- 
ket is seeking. 

When deeding with tbe tourist industry, we have 
to aidb What do tourists want and is Egypt giving it 
to them? Let us look at patterns of national be- 
haviour in im effort to find an answer. 

Egypt's ttadititmal tourist product is historical 
monuments and this, according to tour guides, is 
w^t Ftench travellers want Yet their numbers are 
relatively sou^: 85,747 between January and Sqi- 
tember 1995, conniaied with 215,785 firom Ger- 
many and 185,444 from Italy. 

Japanese a^ Koreans are also i n terested in 


What do tourists really want? The travel page staff undertake a nation by 
nation investigation, and, as Jill Kamil reports, find different answers 


Egypt's heritage. They also have a reputation as big 
^)efiders among tnadeis, who compete for their cus- 
tom. They also tend to travel in groups, and want to 
take in as much, as quickly, as passible. 

Germany is Egypt's largest market, accordiag to 
stmisrics for tbe period of January to September 
1995. Tamer Seif, a tour operator respoonble for 
German groups, cites Egypt's main attractions fix' 
Germans, as "sunny beaches and facilities for deep 
sea diving and water sports". 

He said tiiat a Geti^ tourist spends an avoage 
of 21 days in Egypt, "five of them at the seaside, 
file otiiefs divided b^een archaeological and sa- 
f^ trips. They often fly from the Red Sea to Cairo 
for a coupie of days to see the pyramids and tbe 
Egyptian Museum.” As far as Egnit is concerned, 
this is an ideal anangement: bolid^ with bodi sun 
and culture. 

Italians also love sun and sea. According to Mar- 
co del Panta, the press attache at the Italian Em- 
bassy in Cairo, "Sbarm Al-Sheikh is a relatively 
new destination for Italius. Most of them go to tiie 
Ifilton Hotel in Hurghada, which has contacts with 
a major tour operator in It^y." 

Abdallah Ibiahim. a tour operator who deals with 
Italian groi^ explained that many Italians 
switched their allegiance to Egypt from Turkey, 
following bombings diere in 1993. While, like tbe 
Germans, they tend to make the Red Sea tiieir m^ 
de^xnation. they are less likely to take a domestic 
flight to Cairo or Luxor. **They are too e;qpensive.” 
said Ibrahim, who added that die average Italian 
tourist finds relaxing oh a beach far more eajt^rable 
tfa?n visitmg ancient monuments; any sightseeing is 
l^y to be undertaken from tbe cmnfort of a Nile 


Spaniards want s omething else a^uiL "The aver- 
age Spanish tourist ^ends from 8 to IS days in 
E^pt”, said Ali ChmieiiiL a travel agency owner 


and tnanagte'. He added that 90 per cent of most 
Spanish tourists' time was spent on the classical 
tour of Cairo, Luxor and AsvraiL "Thqr love sea 
and sun, bur Uiey get that in their own countty," said 
CHtonetm. "Good beaches are only a benefit 
for (heoL The Spanish are not beach tourists outside 
their own country^. 

Meanwhile, ti» British, m the words of Michael 
Stock, ndx) ser^ with the British Embas^ in Cai- 
ro for tiiree yean and is a fiequecd tnvdler to 
Egypt, tend to be "geared to a Mediterranean hol- 
iday. Ai^ Stock suggests, "Egypt does not atisfy 
tfaeu* re^tiremeots. They are looking for the best- 
value boli^y in terms of weather, sea arxl beach, 
healthy food and clean, comfortabfe accommoda- 
titXL They mostly travel with their fanrilies, and 
want to h^ a g(^ tima, which in their min^ in- 
cludes a choice of bars, caf&s, restauian^ places 
whoe people cau listen to music and find junk food 
m^ets." In his view the only place in Egypt which 
can satis^ these de man ds is Sbatm Ai-Sheikh, 
vdiicfa, he said, bos priced itself out of the market 
for the average Brit^ family. 14ost. of the hotels 
are too expensive, and the otiiers are overbooked.” 
He also stressed tbe natur e of the British tourist 
trade, with its enqibasis (» package holidays. Most 
p^le, be Mid, go to.tbeir own travel agent in Brit- 
ain, study iHO^iirea, and ‘bodk a holiday' many 
months in adwnce. 

With British visnors to Spam reaching nine mil- 
lion in 1994, with an additional 3300,000 advance 
bookings for the period up to the foUowii^ July, 
can Egypt ever to provide a market Ifloe 
wifo wlal h wants at pric» it can afibrd? 

To increase tourist flow in Tudr^ — whidi regu- 
larly receives over eight million tourists annually — 
tiw strata has been to "use the price as a tool" ac- 
oon^g to Nazif Ezkanen, undersecretary at tbe 
Turii^ Mhtistry of Tourism, tte believes that whfle 
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The art of life 
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Jarostaw Dobrowolski sketches the 
sanctuary of the Sultan Barguq complex, 
which Helen Miles finds is still a cool 
place to retreat from the mid-day sun 
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Each Idaink monament has its own way of trap- 
ping the mid-day Ugtat. The towering w^ of the 
Sultan Barquq complex, sitetched here, slice 
throngfa it like wire through ch e e se , cleanly end 
coofly, dcsposituig sharp wedges of snn wUch 
pierce the spaces without reaching the shaded 
recesses. 

Contrasts betweeo and shade, between 

straight linos and soft corves, are a coostant refiain 
io t& monument which oi^t be intunidating 
were it not for ftie way the goometry enhancos the 
subfledes of the decorative details, as a table edge 
does in a still life. Toe vertical of tbe minaret b off- 
set by tile swell of the dome; tbe nncomproaiisiDg 
scale of the courtyard b broken by tiie wooden 
fripperies on the eaves of the ceutral fonntaio. 

Detigned » a school aod Monyek (Snfi res- 
jdeocel, the complex was begun in tbe 14& ccntuiy 
by Barquq, a Circassian, who tetasd power dozing 
tbe Mamlukc era In 1382. It stfll pMsesses an at- 
mosphere of scb<daiiy retreat altiiough its ben- 
efh^or was too busy witfa a series of bloodthirsty 
coups and counter-coiqis to have time for «»n- 
templative pursuits. 

It is entered by a vaulted pass^ which ends in 
an open court paved wfcfa black and white narblc 
and porphyry shapes like an enormous children's 
board game. Four doors at each comer of tbe court 
lead upstairs to the rooms once used by the tbeo< 
logical smdents. The sanctuary at one end, drawn 
here, features four porphyry columns cra fted In 
Pharaonic times firom rock qnairied in the Red Sea 
mountains, a stone pu^iit donated by Qait Bey, aod 
a high painted wooden ceiling which catches tiie 
tight like mica beneath mnohig water. 

There is also a domed chamber off tbe courtyard 
cootainhig the tomb Barquq's daughter, Fatima, 
richly decorated and fllainuiated by restored 
^ass windows. Although stiU ftmctionhig as 
a mosque, tbe building is tittle used. A black and 
white cat, its markings reminisceDt of the inter- 
locltiag patterns over ^e auhnb» has the place vir- 
tnally to hsclC. 

The bnflding is on the left of AJ-Muizz Liddin Al- 
lah Street in Isbimic Cairo as yon come from Al- 
Azbar Street, just past the Qalawon complex. 



a fair share 


fab country has reaped the benefits of bemg eaaer 
to access fimn Eui^, the fict fliat it ofihts com- 
pethivc prices has more luipoiUiiA m boost^ 
numbars. Efforts ate also beh^ made to £veiriiy 
the Turidsh uxiuistry, by impeoving the country's 
soudi-east coast a^ ^mtrodudng winter ^>om, 
h^th tourian and "n^ areas for Turkish tiacti- 
tional tourism". . . 

' However, laifoer -than direct: competition with 
Dtegfahouring countries Ezkemen 'b keen id pro- 
mote regional cooperation. "Wbat we need, as east- 
ern Mfiditenanean countries " he said, "b 
moriAitt! coc^texatiooi, becmise^ a new martet b 
growing fast and the countries m tbe eastern Med- 
iterranean, ineludhig Tnikey, Isi^ Cgyp^ Syria 
and Lritenon, zieed to compete with the mokets of 
the weste rn Mediteoanean, notably Italy, Spain and 
PortogaL . This," be atMed, "was tte eoncqttbehhidl 
the establishsaent of the Middle Eastm Med- 
iterranean Tourist Assoebtion (MEhCrAj — ^ to 
maik^ the eastern Meditenanean countries as- a 
package." 

But, accordiag to (be Israrii [xess anadid in Cai- 
ro, Yaccob Sete, MEJ^A a g r ee ments have beeati 
signed, but so or noefaiag has.been done to sell the 
reg^ as a pa^ge, although be said that Egypt ^ 
Is^l woe in "close booperation" 

Tourism b a nmlti-million dollar indastiy that 
needs to provide diverse ficilities catetiug fin* varir 
ous Mmwt, from die ‘family holiday* to the cidtaral 
tour, encouraging diffismt hands ofvisitorslo.come 
to Egypt and st^ longer smd to retom year afier 
year. Conriderable stqs towards diveoificatian 
have alreedy been taken in Egypt, with the pro- 
motkm of C(Kiiaence, iraxaticDal and ^oits tour- 
ism, which m foe latter case has included foe engan- 
baiioD of successful surfing, fishing, diving and 
horse and camel festivals. b already 'sold' as 
fax as historical sites ace concmied No one can do 
better. Let us now ooatioue to recognise (be consid- 
erable competitiai from other countries, research 
the markets and devetop our.&cilities in such a-way 
as to turn ouisdves into teal tivab. 

Atkiitktnal reportkig by Nevin9 BiAnf 
ami (Hnayma Abdeli itHf 


In an -exclusive rnter- 
viw. Minister of Tour- 
ism Mamdouh & 
Beltagui, told Rehab 
SaacI about his vision 
of the future for 
Egypt's tourism 



tween foe villages, finahl™ die tourists to waoder 
anwnd fiedy, ecjbymgpuuic fecilities. 


He- was also conscious of foe need to develop 
"downtown" projects.- "Eunmhai visitors are en- 
ergetic," he stressed. "They to swim, dive, go 
os.saihri (r^ have lunch in a restaurant, and so 
on.' So inst^ of building new vOlagies, 1 am en- 
couraging investors to provide more (qiportunities 
within towns. - - 

*Tb Hindiada, for example, there b a traditional 
fishing viS^ winch I fed could be modernised to 
becrane a fou^ attractioii, wifo ^h restaurants, 
cafeterias and coffite ste^" 

Thb year Egypt is coosidering intreducing fecil- 
ities geated to foreign touiisb on tbe Med- 
itemDean eoasL **We've just bppun to think alxxtt 
it tins year", said BehaguL So nr, some Russians 
-have-come to.foe area, and plans are in action to at- 

fraeJ Ttalteng flndtlerTTiaiig; eiyjr.i'iiny ^temni n 

Tunung to foe question of regjonal tourism and 
<x>opentm bdwm the couzttries tbe eastern 
Meditenaoet^ 'Bettt^ stressed that foeir re- 
lationship dio^ be 'Sxmqileinezitaty rather than 
tiOfflpetitive",' but was keen to pmnt out fliat in hb 
muid Egy|X abs number one in the regioin. 

' ' lEveiy oomttcy has its own attractions. No other 
coQotiy'lias a Aaiaonic heritage; that b exclusive 
to Egsiit. E'ven our recreational tourism b diverse, 
.sioce.foe cozal'zeefe offifomo in Sinai offer a dif^- 
ent underwater expeiieiice fiom deep-sea dhnng 
off-Httr^iada. ^ypt’s position as a destination for 
tegionaL tourism b an additirmal but it 

.'will never be an alternative." 

Nevecthdo^ Bdta^ sees foe advantages of 
paebige tourism combining more thm, destina- 

' tion. "Greece' asked us to promote our reflective 
eountiiM. in a tangle padc^e; tourists could visit 
Greece in 'winter and flien come to the Red Sea. 


Tur^ also rated to devdt^ regional coop- 
eration, ai^ I can see advteitBges is thb too^, he 


a 


phptdsMi^ed B-Fkii 


Egypt does not get. ib fair share of mtematiopri 
tourboL Despite incomparable monumeots, 
mflii clhm^ arid quati^ beaches, it b stfll -def- 
rnitriy a ntinori^ destiitethm. The^ are fects that 
Miniver of Tourism Mamdouh El-Beltagui b will- 
izm to ackoDwled^ as te towards die tourist 

moiBny's dev^opment aasd diveisificatioa. 

**We camxzt conqiare oto^yes to the big Med-, 
iienanean tourist desfoations beiause of two ma-.' 

obstacles," said BehagpC One b what he terms 
tbelack ofgeoaal awaienes in Egypt of tiie im- 
prtrBtnrf^ touiist ihdustiy",. m other words, 
l^^ptbns are not riways tzea^ toorisb ri^ He 
believes that fins feotor ofiBamfloeoces the choice 
of would-be vbitois and b sometiung vdiicfa needs 
to be quicldy rantefied; 

' *^6 are already showing a series of "awaieoess" 
adverb on TV to shoKfoe gep^ piibliclhB li^ 
yny to de^ wiflitouEbb." said Bmtiigui, "and the 
scixtol^uiriealahBs bea extended fo indude stud- 
ies CD tpnrism-rdated subjeeb". While wdl aware 
fliat tins b a loug-ttnirproject, Beltagui feels con- 
fident it will pay off in the future and^bad to 
growth in the induTOy, . ^ 

Another reason cites for Egypt's small 

share of tire tourat rnaricet b ladt ofpnxnotkm in 
foe' baxstaakatel media. While recent campaigns 
have proved successfuL.Eg^ was late to ji^ on 
baodw^gooL od the other hand tbs been 

promoting ibdffor decades," he said 

Sheer prozunity banotiite reason tCMuxsb dibose 
^mm 8M Cbeece over EgypL accotifiog to Bd- 
taguL HoCdaymakers fiom northern 
airily .able to drive to tiieir destinations, travel- 
ler cmnii^ to Egypt, on die odier haod, liave to 
book a sod go (fatougfa all the pabver of 
traveD^to a efistant destinatioo". 

He b also concerned fliat Egypt b loang out in 
. fbe popularity stakes because visitors, pnticujarty 
m foe.Red Sa area, are being forced to stay within 
flieir tourist villages because of a lack of public &- 
cilhies outride. He has, he said, been aware of flus 
probleih for a long time. T hm met investob in 
Red Sea ptojeeb and pointed out the unportance of 
linking tourist villages by a promenade along the 
beach." Plans were already brag made fiir this, he 
said, and flic Minbby of Tourism was piqiare d to 
fix)t the bOL In addition, flie fences sunounding. 
villages will be removed, and fecilities built be- 


Egypfs target for flie year 2000 b 63 million 
tourists, according to BeltagiiL But couid Egypt 
ttbsoib mb mimber? He amnned that it couids^' 
.*;^e have dioc^ 100 projeeb since 1984 over ' 
an area of 39 millioa square metres and at a r ow*? * 
'of LE8.7 billion. These new fxojecb will inc r*"** 
our edacity by 53,000 rooms and 106,000 beds. 
The present total capacity tfarou^xxit tbe countiY 
iaJl26,OOObods. ■ ' 


- .. .«• v.j. 













*Ah I i volleys 
to the top 

7th Afncan Volleyb^j Winner's Cup drew to a close 
last week in the AhD Club wth die host team walking 
away with a dean sweep. Abaer Anwar was there 


^id wodc tod deterniiwaAii tiu ^ 
paid off for Alili’s women’s 
TOmm s voDeyball teams, allowiDEtfaem 
to bi^ the selves and block .the advance 

*«i win foe 7fli African 
VoUeybaO Winner’s Cup last week. 

m a series of fiss^ced and well idayed 

the women’s team gng«ti««i then- 
way tbro^ Egypt’s Zamalek team, Al- 
gena s Bejaia and Mooloudta teams and 
Tinu^’s Helal, winmng ad foeir o^bAes 

3-0. Hdal took second idaee, Bejaia, And 
ai^ Zamalek founfa. . 

fo foe men’s coimetitini, rix teams, in- 
eluding Ahli and 

foe cup. Ftt foe Ahh men, foe pi es sm e 
ys to aiatoh foe trophy away from 
mn»-tiiae title bolder, Algeria’s Olynqne 
Media. In a nm-im to foe show down b^ 
tween the two arch rivals, AhH took on Al- 
ly’s Moulondia and defeated foon 3 - 0 . 
Olyiiqnc^ Media met with a ■«mriigr 
» succumbing to AhH’s powerful serves «»iH 
' volleys, to lose foe matrh 3 _i. ^^n- 

nii^ str eak, however, was temporarily in- 
tentqxted ufoen Ahli lost to Tfodsia's Al- 
Negm Al-Sahely 1-3. And with 7»m»tA 
m fer undefeated in foe tournament, foe 

loss cost AhH t wemendo ^ s 

To negate foe Ahli Ib- 
rahim Faldtr-Eddin assnmed foe of a 

cyber-jd d, and {dotted Zamaldc*s pe^ 
iocmance foe next agamst- Otynqnc 
Media, Uring a series of al- 


gOKH 


and p e miirtMtMw^ or nuMw 
some common sense, Fakhr-Eddin devised 
a game plm against Zamalek ^riuch paid 
oBL In foe 'xna^ against AhU, Zamalek’a 
playes were too co^ foefr own good, 

and received a foocon^ 3-0 los to AhlL . 
Even foe cheers of foe fens and foe drum 
beats foat reverijented forot^hout Ahli’s 
indoor court were inefleetiv e in stowing 
down foe Ahli onslai^^ Ahli was also 
aided by some foolish pl^er snbstitiitiaDs 
made by 7 amal dc coach Gaber Abdel-A’ti 
at some mcfpCKinne xDOfnenis. 

Amid fenfeie hoopla, Ahli’s 
Tahani Tosson was best female 

player. Hdal’s Bia ben Hassouoa was 
named best phwmaker, Ahli’s Mona Ab- 
deHCarm was best blodcer. Hie AhU men 
also earned some ktaios. Maged Mostafe 
wasnaaiedbest{diQ«raiidM(AaniedMe- 
send woa foe best server award. 

hi related hew^ foDowing foe National 
^yn^ Conaniftee’s decisitti to stand 
firm and ban foe national volleyball team 
from comparing in foe Atlanta Otynqrica, 
.foe entire boatd of cEredors leagn^ foeir 
■positioos. Supreme Council fer Youth and 
^Mcts He^ Abdd-Moneim Emaia, 
pon^ anofoer board headed by Amr El- 
wani, a fewncr m tani ti crMl votleyfaall 
player and at AW Oub volkyball ct- 
frdaL The new board will teoponrily run 
foe riiow until a new board is elected after 
foe 01 yn)|nca in Jufy. 



Zainatdc*a guaranteed viefeery turned into an anexpeeted defeat against Ahly 


photo: Salah ibralAn 


Not so gently, 
down the Nile, 


’ As history comes full circle, says 
Naswa Abd o l T awab, the 24th An- 
nual Nile International Rowing Race 
draws to a dose in Cairo and Luxor 


Discreetly 

defeated— 


A 2-1 Ghanaian victory over 
Egypt confirmed that Krol's 
team still has wrinkles to iron 
out, writes Erie Asomugha 


/ 


Sailmg down foe Nue in Upper Egypt, 
with foe teazles and momnnents of 
Luxor, oentunesKild sentries bordering 
die banks of the river, one is ccmsiimra 
^ a sense of timelessness, as if drawn 
into a wodd vdi«re faike^ and foe 
pesent meet as ctoB. There u a continu- 
ity that prevafla, no^iofled by the hotels 
a^ the mariritig« of mbarusation, *me 
often reflected in fbOdoric festivals oc 
in tibe re-enactment of Fharaonic oer- 
emonies and ooirgMtitioas. 

The Aimaal Row^ FestxyaJ, 
jg which drew to*a etoseiasrweeii^-isjutt 
one such event Some 3400 yens ago, 
in 1300 BC, foe*Fhanoh Akhehahai 
held foe predecessor to fois nee, foe 
first Fesfi^ of Oan. As wifo maiy an- 
dent rites, rituals and cerananea, the 
mam object of the 2 , 000 m nee, wfoich 
b^ins tm foe Nile, by Luxor Tenqile 
and e nds at foe Tenqile of Rt^k, is 
not merely to win bat to vnn in twder 
to receive the phnaoh’s blessing. Once 
foe Fscers had reached the Tao^ of 
Ramak, and die winnos detemnned, 
they would take foeh boats out of foe 
water, and ran tinon^ foe Ram'a Rm- 


aage to the Sacred Lake in Kamak. 
There, the wmnen would celebrate foeir 
vienny and receive Akhenaten’s bless- 
ings. 

Aldiongh foe race gradually died along 
wifo Fbanuimc chtilisation, it was re- 
vived in 1971 wifo some minor mod- 
ffications — the blearing of ^ tdia- 
raohs were rqilaced by qionsoidiiv from 
the Egyptian Rowdng Fedeiatkm (ERF). 
At fint, foe nee was staged using only 
Egyptian teams, but tbe ERF qu'ckly 
aaSed anofoer meanire of pr^^ and 
ejtjpmded foe' c oinpe t itr on inviting 
crew teams from Oxford and Cambridge 
Umveirities. Tbis move helped attract a 
rnimtier of ofoCT femOllS *Mmjt 

hi 1973, die ERF inoved that year’s 
nee to IsiMlia to commenwate ^ le- 
openmg of die Suez Canal, nd in 1982, 
it took on an udernational dimension. It 
was o^soded fiom one nee to eight, 
and in 1988, was incliided m foe list of 
events m Intonational Rowing Cal- 
endv. 

With Luxor and Cairo as foe rites for 
die race, dus year 86 invitations were 
sent to iiut Inteniational Rowing Feden- 


tioD, and 30 to foro£^ ehibi. Bight 
teams, ique senting Geonany. the US, 
Slovak and Hungaiy, phis foree from 
Egyptian clubs, partid^ied in a total 
of 17 juniors and seniors races. 

While the Egyptian rowas captured 
an overall first place, whmmg eight 
medab, foe oomperition from foe Ger- 
man stnd American rowers in the scull 
and sidff conqietitians was stiff Ger- 
many’s Rudervefoaud topped 

Ac mnlringg in the dcniUe scull and 
skiff events. G e unan y’s performance 
was rides by the fact diat three but of 
four of the Gennan rowers in this 
event are on die gational* team. 

Tbe US was also no easy hurdle to 
overcome in the skiff competition. 
Egypt’s Ali Ibrahim had bis work cut 
out for lum as he sought xo defeat an 
American rower, but in die end, man- 
aged to pull ahead. As part of bis 
{NCfM^ons for the Atlanta Olympics, 
Ibiaism will be in a closed camp for 
three months. He will then move on to 
Italy, Brigtom,* Fiance and Switzer- 
land ibr tiriung and eonqietitions be- 
fore finally depa r tin g fer Atlanta. 


Impresrive as it was. Egypt’s fancy foot- 
woinc and strong teamwork was not 
enough to hold off tbe nhnnaian OQslailght 
in last Friday’s frienfoy soccer match. 
Ghana came from behind in foe second 
half to steal the show 2 - 1 . 

At first, the strategy implemenied by the 
Egyptian team's Dutch coach Ruud Krol. 
strengfoening the defence, seemed to 
work. But attend by Egypt to break foe 
1-1 tie in foe last IS minutes of foe match 
pushed foe defensive line out of posrtioa 
and allowed what would have been a wild 
shot by ^ Ghanaians u> become a gori. 

Seeming more composed than in the 
Four-Nation’s Cup outing, foe Egyptian 
team began the march with their foot 
forward In what appeared to be text-book 
perfect defensive soccer, tbe mid-fielders 
fed tbe ball to tbe oSensive line and fell 
back to support foe defence. By the sev- 
enth minote of tbe match, foe Ghanaian 
side was besie^d. Ahmed El-Kass, true to 
fbcni, cut across the field, deftly received a 
pass fiom All Maher said powered a right 
drive into die net 

With both teams tightening up foeir for- 
mation, Egypt again took foe initiative. 


Best intentions, however, often fell short 
of the mark, ai^ so was the case for the 
Egyptian team. While El-Kass oearty 
drills a rebounding ball home again aft^ 
a weak shot by Ah Maher, his shot was 
wide, as were a half dozen other shots. 

In tbe early minutes of the second half, 
with Egypt still pla^ng foe offensive, 
Ghana, unable to penetiaie through foe 
j^yptian defense, was forced to resort to 
long-range shots. Their first break, how- 
ever. came wfaea fCrol substituted rigb- 
winger Ahmed Hassan and team captain,^ 
El-Kass. Wliile it probably wasn't tbe best 
time to make sure that everyone got to 
play, for Ghana, these substitutions were a 
godsend. In a 30tb minute equalizer, Sam 
Johnson nudged an in-fligbt volley by Ali 
Ibrahim. From there on, the tempo of the 
match was punctuated by sporadic attacks 
by both sidra. But a wild shot by Ghana's 
Mallam Yabya in foe 90tb minute of the 
second half took tbe Egyptian defence ^ 
surprise and gave Ghana a 2-1 win, and its 
second victory over Egypt in tbe span of 
four years. 

For Kzol and tbe Egyptian Football Fed- 
eration. the outcome of the game was no 


real surprise. Realising foal the team still 
has a long way to go in terms of boning up 
its weak defence, Ii^l viewed this naicdi 
as a learning experience and an experi- 
ment 

“I wasn't interested in the outcome of 
foe match M Bainst fthana as as I was 
in foe outcome of the African l^ons 
Cup." said KroL ‘’This match was juri a 
training session in preparation for puQriiig 
foe best teams in Afi^ It was a testing 
ground for foe team’s physical and tech- 
nical strength." 

Although the match was frxecast as an 
ea^ victory for Egypt, clearly, foe Gha- 
naian team proved to be mote powerfril 
foan expect!^ In addition to skillful ma- 
neuvering by Ghana, foe odds were also 
stacked against Egy^ due to several in- 
juries suffered by team me m her s in foe 
last few weeks, ^flfo one week io ^ be- 
fore foe match, Krol was scrambling to 
find replacements for Sami Shishini, Ham 
Ramzy, Ayman Mansour, Hazem Imam 
and Dawoud Nasser, all of whom wanned 
the bench doling foe game. The re- 
placements were drawn off the rosters of 
local league teams. 


Sports minister cries foul 


A cry of foul play spilled forth from Abdel-Moneim Emara, pitting the Supreme Coundl 
for Youth and Sports against the Arab Football Federation. Amiia Ibrahim reports 


Tlie qdrit of good sportsmanrii^ flew out the 
window folknmig foe conclnrion of foe Arab 
Foofoall Siqier Ciqi, which wA hosted Sandi 
Arabia firom 18-23 December, when Siqneme 
Counca fer Yonfo and Sports’ ^|CYS) head, Ab- 
Emma expressed ma c^qiosilion to 
Egyptian fae^ roefo participating in Arab 
chanqHonslups. 

The source of the ccmfrantatimi between Em a ra 
sad RrincCf Faisal bin Fabd^ head < rf foe 
Arab Foofoall Federation (AFF) stems fimn state- 
ments made by Emara foat tte AFF had set a trap 


for Egy^s changnmi foofoall team, AhlL Emaia, 
alon^ some other critics and qxats off dais 
critiosed foe new system created by foe AFF, 
wher^ two additional Sandi teams were allowed 
to paiticqiste in tile Siqier C 19 eban^onshi^ 
brii^ng foe oumber of Saudi teams particqieting 
in tiie cham{nonriiip to tiuee. The cmiqietitioD is 
usually held between two teams only. 

Emm and other dittos also contend that Ahli 
feO victim to biased' r eferee^ and subsequendy 
lost the match against Saudi .Itihad 1-0 bm AJ- 
Sfaabab, 2-1. But even though Ahli defeated Saudi 


champioQ, AI-HUri, Al-Sbabab won foe cup due to 
Afali's only victory. Until Al-Hilal lost to Ahli. 
tiiey were favoured to win tbe cup. In short, crit- 
ics maiatain, Ahli was set up. 

^thin ho^ Prince Fahd. in a press conference, 
voiced ids outrage at Emara's allegations, and de- 
manded clarification as to whether foe statements 
were Emara’s personal views on Arab competi- 
tions or indicative of Egypt's oationai view on tbe 
isaoe. "If he really meant vobat be said, which I 
doubt," said Fahd, "tbeo Egypt’s sports pro- 
gramme win be the real toser." 


Nevertheless, added Fahd. "Arab sports will con- 
tinue, wifo or without Egypt's participation." 

Tbm were tb^ in Egypt, however, who felt 
that Emara's statements may have been more an 
e.xpres5ioD ofhis finstration. 

However, members of tbe allegedly defrauded 
twjimj Abil, did not take tbe loss as hard as Ema- 
ra. "It’s not tbe end of tbe world to lose,” said 
Ibrahim El-Mo’alim, an Ahli board member and 
of the Ahli delegation to the Super Cup. 
"We may have lost the cup, but we played well 
enough to earn the respect of Arab sports of- 


ficials and fens." 

As a representative of one of tbe teams wfiirii 
will lose out if Emara has his wi^, El-Mo’al^ 
stressed, "You can't rec^Kure foe le^ if you nm 
away. That would be tiutamount to defeatism." 
While tiiere is trufo in his message; El-Mo'alim is 
also working to promote his own hidden agenda. 
The Ahli and Zamalek clubs are cunentiy com- 
peting for the right to organise foe Arab Lei^ue 
Champions Cup in Deceofoer, 1996. Rfifodiawal 
from Arab conqietiUoiis would essentially shoot 
down Ahli’s bid to organise foe toumamenL 





matt wfQ bh ddenmned based on points. 

ftom sunny die will .then leave for 
snowy Sweden. <n 9 Januaiyi for foe 19S16 World Cup. 
The ennyeririon wffl hxvolve foe ei^ best handball 
' teams m foe world, on foe results of tbe last 
world chanmonriup hrid to Iceland in May. 

- Along wm Epy p*^ Fraiiire, Croatia, Swed^ Ger- 

Hie fipd, CO Friday, -tvill be against Noew^. The nam, foe Gsew Rqniblic, Russia asid Switzerland 
jrMT* scheduled for Saturday, ^ be agamst will be vyfog for foe gold The cou^'tioD willbedi- 
Bpd the ftiiid loaldi. oo Sunday, will be vid^ mfo two grom wifo Egy^ ploys% in group 
{priori boricouDfiy, Spam. The winner of foe totOBO- twoi^unstOoBtia,Gennaiiy andRusria. 


BandbaDers go nordK: Atong-royagersm 
die stars for ft» Egyptian national haadb^' 
^efa win be cQBiqrebi^ to foe four natuns Spanirii 
Menutkioal Hmdban Tonmamen^ fof to begin m 

Wn CO 7 January. Over foe comae of diwe.days, the 
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♦ Hd’Or 1995 

l^acfiaBajoueuT tU Catmee 

^ Assembl^e du peupBe 

L'immmiU parlemmUdit en e?( 0 men 

# Le president de I’OrganEsme 
des marches financiers 

1996 sera Camie des oB^ations 





^ Reportage sur la vendetta en Haute"Kypte 

€Zne tnmtim bien vivante 

♦ Les chaines de IWohamed Salmawy 

La soditi en reprisentation 



Rddacteur en Chef 
Exicutif 


Mohamed Salmawy 


Prudent 

et Rgdactenr en Chef 


Ibrahim Nafie 
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From left, clockwise: Farid El-Atnub, photi^raptaed at home; Van Leo tbe sometime surrealist; dresting down to dress up; Taha Bnsseiii, humanitarian Gbcral as stage fnr.qi; hfiss Bee Groenwald, Sooth Af- 
rican entertainer and wartime habitate of Van Lao*s per^ worid of glamour and Shadl Abdei-Salam, director of .4^MiiaMi9Mia Below, Van Leo and camera 


Van Leo: 


Lighting the subject 

Life and theatre. For half a century Van Leo has mixed the two 


A young boy peers over the r ailing s of a liner as it sails across the 
Bosphorus. It is some time in the eariy twenties. Istanbul, fading 
into the late afternoon li^ reflected fiicHn the sea, is no more sub- 
stantial than a stage set The is a mere trick of die light There 
is a smell of salt in die air. A lode of hair falls across the boy's 
forehead and... click, a piebne. 

But Van Leo is someone else, too. He is the son of Armenian 
p arents and diey are leaving Tidkey to make a new life in EgypL 
The First World War U almost certainly over, tiiou^ to a^ Van 
Leo his age would be less inqiettioent than unldml And click, an- 
other land of picture, diou^ not one Van Leo would take. 

Van Leo is not his only namg, thoogh it has been his name for al- 
most half a century. Before he began taking pictures he was Leon 
Boyadpan. By 1941 his prints were tagned Studio Angelo. Only in 
1947 did Van Leo ap pe ar . 

“You need,” Van Leo told me, “to have your photograph taken at 
least caice every ten year^ just so that you know how you looked.” 
It is a remaikable conceit fiom a man ydio takes pictures that do 
not even purport to show how you lode. He pores over neguives, 
taifgn on die widest possible film — this, he say^ he now has to 
in ywt, depending OD the kindnesg of filcods arriving fiom Europe 
— recastixig die images his cameia has caugjrt- Lines he does lut 
like are removed, diadows accertinted. The print is croH>«L pys 
of die body removed, consigned to oblivion. He is no carietdurist, 
no taker of snqitiiots. Nor should it be assumed that be is inters 
ested in capturing wwnethiiig of his subject Ifis photographs have 
nndwng to do With documentation, save in die iiqiosition of dear 
MeWneB- Tb^ have nodring to do with photojoumaUsm. Tbqr 
have eveiydinig to do widi gjatnour. And Van Lm imdeistands dw 
n a tu r e gfaiMir He knows feat it is pr efaced on fee esseatisl 
not4ereneas of fee sdigect 


American ^ Chamber 
Of Commerce In Egypt 

llieAiiiericaii Chamber of 
Co miu e r celii jfeypt (AmCham) has 
I MA ofBdaDybecDa^ro^asa 

N^IVin rartilM MnimgMnmrf Aeiwurtant 
(CMA) spedal esanimation site for 
three jean smee Jon^ 1995. 

TARGET YOUR CAREER 
wrracMA 

If yon are an Accoantiiig and Finance 
professional in business 'vriio 
measures success in terms of 
opportunify, rea^nidon and reward, 
then develop your career today. 

PREPARE YOURSELF FOR 
JUNE 96 EXAM 

Courses are provided by specialists 

For fnither infbnnation regarding 
courses and books please contact 

Amin He mimi at Amr imin 

Cairo Marriott Hotel, suite 1541 
P.O. Box 33 Zamalek 
Tel: 3408888 ext 1541 
Fax:3409482 


There are articles cm Van Leo in which attenqxs are HHB 
made to define his quality as something feat it is not hi 
dus very paper his process of working was oocc de- 
scribed so: “To take possession ofdieli^t and fee shad- 
ows and make them pk^ on a face which only then 
would begin to give itself away... dus di^iossesskHi of 
tte sdf is fee first prerequisite of an art which feen re- 
c laims fee features of a face, fee reflections of a buried 
soul." 

Only in a Van Leo portrait nodimg is given away. The 
face sigfefies nothing, and after Van Leo has ^ bis 
hands on it it can hardly be said even to resemble itself. 

Van Leo does not view fee face as- fee repository of 
anyfeing so ineSable as the souL He does not allow his 
p(Btiaifatohaideaiiitoide8S.Hdieyq>eakofai^fei!:€it 
is of a thing as insubstantial as sensibflity. IlMy qieak of 
a sensibilily feat is fee photogia{:to's own. 

Take his most widely known tm^e. There is oodinig 
human or even omiqiassionate in Van Leo's image of 
Taha Hussem, celebrated h umani t ari an liberal; thm is 
nolliiiiginmisteiial in Van Leo's portrait of fee one-time flRHR 
minis ter of education; Dodung controversial in his por- JBBBs 
trait ofEgypt's most famously banned writer. Van Lto's 
picture is, quite simply, ifaeatricaL To say is not to 
denigrate Van Leo’s aehievemenL His, after all, has be- 
crane the most iconic representation of Hussein. 

Van Leo still uses fee camera his father boii^ him in 1941. It is 
a huge contraption, made of wood, brass and leather, out of which 
Van Leo has conlrived to make a livelihood ever since. It is a ca- 
reer, of course, feat has bad its ups and downs. A one-time student 
at die American University in Cain), he abandoned his studies to 
become an apprentice at Studio Venus in Qasr Al-NiL Dutiag the 
earfy years of the Second Wraid War he set himself up in his fa- 
dier's apartmei^ deveh^)h^ his photographs in die bath. By 1947 
he was in a position to purchase Studio Metro, on Rue Fouad, fixm 
a “diitd rate Armenian jfeotographra who afira die war decided to 
go to the Soviet Unirai'’. Frran Studio Metfo Van Leo worked deals 
wife fee Opera House, and wife die large number of theatres then 
in esdstence. He would take photogrqfes for their programme in 
esdtonge for a Utdefiee advertising. And ^ has remained on Rue 
Fouad ever since, though fee str eet has itself changed names 

“To be natural is such a very difficuh pose to k^ up." It is cer- 
tainly a pore after which Van Leo has never strived. The pboto- 
gia^ by himself that be Ukes most is of a ^udi Afiican dan^, 
Tefefy Lane, who lived in Cairo during the 1940s. Lane's face is 
cove^ with vasdine and dien coated wife sand. The body of the 
dancer is absent — die face emerges fiom a black bad^tound, In- 
mmous anri fer fiom humatL 

Today a sitting wife Van Leo can easfly take more than feree 
hours. There can be no hint of the qxmtaneous, and nodimg is left 
to chance. Por Teddy Lane it must ^ve taken much, mucblonger; 
as vaseline and make iqi were ^lied, sand sprinkled across bis 
face, bis body concealed in a black wife only a hole for die 
bead. 

Lane's poit^ becomes fee vehicle for Van Leo's own aestfaet- 
icisnL Arid it is an aesdieticism that has less m do wife the natural 
dian it has wife teUii^ somediing about the street Van Leo meas- 
ures the success ofhis photographs only in terms of artifi^ of styl- 
isation. Which is ufey Lane's picture is his favourite. Which is why 
Taha Hussem was such a perfect subject — the portrait was. Van 
Leo fee result of only two posk. Ibis is not smpriaog, for 
what better model could Van Leo want rfem a blind man who 
dtooeee always to wear dark glasses? What else could he want 




B fiom a modd other than his not 

■knowing ufeat he lodes like, let 
alraie how he mig^ wish to 
lode? 

Van Leo is riiort and, to use 
an imfiwihinfMhlft wrad, dai^ier. 
He has die air of an ^ng oou- 
tmier. He is groomed aocradmg 
to the standards of anodier age. 
His mannera are slightiy pre- 
cious. Yod would not dream of 
asldng 1^ age. yw could not 
CCTitemplatr arguing wife him. 
^ is mote fean ha^iy to show 
you the vast nuznbra of prinfa 
stored in one of severri rooms. 
He would be less hq^ an- 
swering peraonal questions. 
T-iim his his man- 

ner bro(& no Inquiry. Surface 
is eveiydiirig. To pry 'trould be 
iU-matmered. He. is,, to use.ari- 
ofeer dd-fieliion^ terin, shy. 
Certain dnn^ he w31 tdL . 

Ihe entrance tO fais StudlO W8S 
design^ fay a close fiieod, An- 
dre de Ri^ a fbundinginember of AitandLiber^,.anassociatida 
of surrealist artists. Indeed, Van Leo has faiinsdf been assoc ia ted 
wife the groiqi, and one of the earilest analyses ofhis woifc.was in 
Jacques Octavia's essay Siarealiane de I'e^riL It dealt wife the 
Van Leo who shaved fais head, and creatM a series of multi- 
portimts lefiacted endlessly, simerinqiosed one on Ifaie other. It is a 
multiple image of someone who has dressed down to dress iqi, 
who has sha>^ his head all tiw better to tiiow iriiat he is rfot Fra 
someone so conscious of appearances, foraotneonevriio fetiriiises . 
tile glamorous and fee well-groomed, the film star and tfae.inovie 
quea as Van Leo does, iriiat more qtpto[»iate fixm of srif- 
mutilation than to hack at your own hair? K is and no more, 
that constitutes Van Leo fee sometime surrealist: it is a question of 
dressing up, of not just looking atimige but loofejuguDnatbraL 
And it is (^alily of the unnatural tteif HigHwgni A gB Vaa 
Leo's Partly this was a raster of luck. The yo^ Leon 

atpm had always been in love wife Hdlywood, wife the stills of 
sUemandthentalkmgfifanstaisthatwouldbepiimedoDtadeoiii- 
emas ra else rqroduced in fananes. His association wife file Op- 
era House and wife Cairo's inatty theatres and cabarets allowed . 
faim to produce portraits in a rimilar vein, of ringers, dancers; ao- 
tots, actresses, ^id dien fais business boomed. Q .was Caito, dating 
tite war, and people flooded to fab studio; the British army jAysical 
uriner^riio wanted exaggerated, hnmanriid^ body beartifiiipfr)- 
tograplis; coundess iuunbets of dancers, singers and cateuet artists 
perfosmed ffl nisblclohs across the city; the famsewife fiom 
HeUc^lis ^riio insist^ on 18 pfaotr^rqfes, the first posed as' rite 
wore 18 garoieots of dotfaing, the series sfae hadte- 

moved feemalL 

"Why would sbe want sudi photogt w fes?" be asks, ndfara dis- 
ingenuoasly. *Te tiiap s," he su^ests, “a lover was leaviiig.*’ But he . 
knows wfay she wanted the pietures, because be understands- Be- - 
h^-as-Flaying-a-Role. He eompidheotb fee gmpie, eaifleB^ --' 
cratiplex metaphor of life fas tbeatie. 

To emplwsise style is to slight wliidi is vriqr it js so.\ 

pointless to look m the character , of Van Leo'^s steers, ft. dap 
means feri the imaffls are (bena d vesdepditiciaed, or at least . 



litical Tfae nos- 
talgia that can be 
attributed to im- 
ages of beautifiil 
people, in beautt- 
ful doihes star- 
ing vacandy into 
space,^ is . ear- 
clnstvely fee 
^>ectatois' nos- 
Real file,, 

^ and post any levolutioor is sixq^ rM tike that The fact feat 
these ate black and white pliotogtapis.dom-ttot.lraid veracity to 
Dosblg^ And of all of us Van Lro is tiw most disengaged. He bu 
takfaQ tefiige bdmri fee ouneta, and ft b Van Leo who undertake 
fee intricate labouts,.fee hairi eototning, fee touclmig of oqgativ^ 
fee pamting but of aiy fatemirii, aity unsatisfactory shadow or line 
feat might prevent fee inMge ftrm fitting his perfect wnriH - 

Van Lfo, ft is true, iegtete feat there is no longs any demand 

for the ima^ he creates. In fee seventies be caved in sU^itiy, and 
begm.tald^ coloured saapdbais for ID cards. He has off-loaded 
tnatty ,o£ his best-prints to. the intemBt Kmal Museum of Photog- 
rQjfay in LaDsanne. 

A Iteie sillity, perhq)^ he atmounoes feat colour film marited fee 
de^oftiiephqtog ^ )tL Ignore.tiie melofeama aixl he is malrif^ a 
prant- — fee great democracy oftfae. ID card cim produce nothteg to 
match the best of faU -*portIul5^ The:g^eat democracy of fee n> 
' can] lacks all ^aaoar. It is too cnlinaiy. There is no room for tite 
. extray^anL for artifice, for style. Thete is certainly no toon fiv 
the boy a lock df vidiose-hair hag just faliea ova* his eyes as he 
peers over fee raOm^ of« liner has just 1^ iKhnrfwii^ tairing 
■ iiftn andliis family to a new life.' Vm Lec— e lid ^ ptrtwr i* 

- VfUl Leo mtnaing devOted-tO glamgiw^ tO bfadc white i w w gwB 
. of a perfect world. And he still trices portraits, revealing not how 


qveatefe He does rnt do ookniE pmtraits aiiyinote. 

Pronie by MSgeiJfyan 


by Madame Sosostris 


Out with the old year, dears, and in wife 
fee new. While most of us have probably 

tried, tried and tried agafti. and then given 
up on foUovring our new year resolutions 
fermigh, some of us are still very obviously 
riiU living the Uur that was last Stnx^ 
night and Monday mraso^ Oh weU. In 
tile words of tiK legendaiy Euioviskn 
Song Coldest winner Johmy Lo^an, 
*Wto's anofeer year?" For some, n*s a . 
fene of renewal a^ revival; fra oth^ ft's 
just a ha^ transhioo fiom rate day to tfae 
next But time's no doubt about ft, dears. 
Fra all of us, ft's at least three days of writ- 
ing fee wrong date; and tiien havtng to cor^ 
lect ft. H^ipy new year, dess, and may all 
your wishes come tne. 


4 The family of the renowned Egyptian 
author Ihsan Abdel-Qnddns recently 
met with famous presenter Tarek HaUb 
to plan a series of lectures, organised by 
Tar^ as part of ihe distinguished au- 
thra's Utraary salon. Starting off the se-' 
lies wfil be a cultural evening on fee 
eleventh of die month which will 
tiie tefluence of AbdeM^addns on tfae 
modem Egyptian short story. And 
time's no doubt, dears, that there's lots 
to say on that subject 

^MoliaBicd"SaliiMwy’s latest play, 1 
b^, is realty good. When I fin^ got 
round to seemg Al~Gaazir at the Salem 
Theatre a few evening ago, little did 1 


maffae that time would be an exint » 
prise in store. Just beftKC die euitem rose; . 
fee casL ioclodii^ Abdri-Mmrim' BM*. : 
bouG, H-Khaitfc, ^iid Nonr, 
along wife playwii^ bfohamed 
mawy and dire^r Gahl E 3 ^ 1 rarqpnil 
came out onto fee riagowife a fa^ and - 
deticioi^lopldiqi cake. Jurying' fy..tiie.! 
bluri) on his ft was dsvknis tiiri tiie 
birfeday toy was^ sweet AbdeUlIen^. 
MadlH^ himiirif. Bofe tiie ca^ anda^ 
dienee wished Ifen a bappy biife^ 
(. jn dnimy more),- and once tfae cli^^- 
airi toees had dito down, we were ti^ 
ed to a gxat perfqrriumoe wife' 

tfae iatim-wd 0 ity issues of tec^ 

rarism and fimdamentatism. 
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